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Action required: 

To review the 2000/2001 year and to endorse the work plan for the 2001/2002 period, with the goal of bringing the question to a conclusion in early 2002.

Abstract: 

The following document outlines work done to progress ITU-D Question 14/1 during the 2000/2001 period and to propose a work plan necessary to bring the Question to a conclusion in the 2001/2002 period. It is proposed to continue to focus the Question on indigenous people, who are the minority in their country of origin or homeland, though it is recognised that the research will have implications for a wide range of minority groups and indigenous cultures outside this definition. 

BACKGROUND

At the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-98, Valletta) the New Zealand delegation proposed to study Question 14/1. Following on from an existing Question 1/1 proposed at the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-94, Buenos Aires), it was intended that the new Question would build upon the work already done by the previous Study Group. The original Question looked at the economic importance to the development of indigenous people while the new Question widened the parameters to include the protection and promotion of indigenous culture and identity.

Further it was expected that when the Study Group came to identify the groups covered by the term “indigenous people” that particular attention would be paid to indigenous populations that had become the minority culture in their country of origin or homeland. Examples were the Mäori of New Zealand and the Aborigine of Australia. The Conference supported the Question and adopted it for study over the following four years.

AIM OF THE RESEARCH

The goal of the research is to identify the:

· barriers to accessing telecommunication systems and facilities by indigenous peoples;

· role of telecommunications in social and cultural development, including the protection and promotion of indigenous culture and identity.
Further it proposed that information gathered during work on the Question be collected and brought together to form an information database and that this information be used to continue researching the issues raised by the Question beyond it’s proposed conclusion in 2002.

Also it is proposed that the Study Group use the outcomes of its research to identify issues in common with underprivileged, or marginalized communities, minorities, the poor, youth, women and handicapped, for the purpose of sharing information with organisations who can assist these groups. 

STUDY QUESTION PROGRESS

WORK PLAN 2000/2001

Administration/Operations

The Question continues to be administered by Te Wänanga o Raukawa (TWOR) and it’s department of Indigenous Information Technology and Telecommunications studies, Te Pütahi Whakawhiti Pärongo (TPWP). TWOR/TPWP continues to support the question as part of its international indigenous study programme, providing both staff and administrative support on a part-time basis. 

The Ministry of Economic Development, the New Zealand administration responsible for ITU matters, is currently reviewing its support for the Question. An initial response has been received and will be posted to the Te Pütahi website.

Research

It is intended that issues identified by the research will assist other administrations and organisations to develop assistance programmes, policies and practices that better address the needs of indigenous communities. It is proposed to promote research on the question through partnerships with people and organisations supporting indigenous development.

Following is a progress report on research initiatives for the 2000/2001 period. Though none have concluded at this time, work is continuing and expected to yield results later on in the year.

National- New Zealand Mäori

Telecommunications Inquiry

In 2000 the New Zealand Government commissioned an inquiry into the New Zealand telecommunications environment and its regulatory mechanisms. After an extensive and detailed inquiry a report was issued recommending significant changes to the telecommunications sector. Enabling legislation is currently progressing through the New Zealand parliament to implement a number of the recommendations from the report and it is not anticipated to become law until September 2001. Any implications from the changes on Mäori are not expected to be seen until mid to late 2002. This research would not be available before the report on the Question is presented to the WTDC in early 2002. It is therefore proposed to remove this research from the work currently being undertaken. 

TWOR Study - Computers for students

In 2000 TWOR required students enrolled at the institution to purchase a computer and to be connected to the Internet as part of their course requirements. In 2001 TWOR continued this initiative with the added dimension of establishing its own Internet Service Provider (ISP) service to cater for the Internet needs of students. With the infrastructure now in place TWOR is looking at the delivery of language courses to students online in 2002.

Work on the report about the effectiveness of computers in assisting Mäori students learning and their impact on family (whänau) and local-Tribe (Hapu) and Tribe (Iwi) is underway and is expected to be available in early 2002.

Barriers to Mäori participation in Information Technology and Telecommunications (IT&T)

After discussions last year Te Puni Kokiri, the Ministry responsible for developing Mäori policy on behalf of Government in New Zealand commissioned a report analysing the state of Mäori participation in IT&T.

The report has been completed and results have identified significant differences in participation rates between Mäori and non-Mäori. The report highlights a number of issues that may contribute to this disparity. A link to the report can be found on the Te Pütahi website.

International

Develop Partnerships 

No formal partnerships have been achieved for this period. Interest in the question has been steadily increasing though this is mainly coming out of New Zealand. The Te Pütahi website continues to be the major information conduit for overseas inquires. 

Promotion

Website

The Te Pütahi website at www.teputahi.ac.nz is continuing to develop and is attaching a number of visitors.

ITU-D Message Board

The message board is being monitored though no significant activity has occurred over the past year.

Forums

On the Te Pütahi website links have been added to other websites that have information relevant to the Question. These sites are regularly monitored and links are updated as new sites are found.

International Conference

The proposed international conference on Indigenous IT&T issues did not take place this period. Consideration is still been given to running a conference but no new date has been set at this time. 

Communications Strategy

The Te Pütahi website has become the main means of promoting the Question and communicating developments to interested parties generally. An email list is currently being used to communicate directly with ITU-D members. 

Publications

1. Hui on Mäori Development in IT&T 

2. Mäori IT&T Directory

Both books are expected to be published later on this year and be available through the Te Pütahi website. Members can request copies via email at graeme@everton.co.nz.

Indigenous people in IT&T

The proposed publication of three books on different indigenous communities around the world is modelled on the Mäori IT&T Directory. Work on these publications will commence once the New Zealand edition has been completed and published.

Partnerships

A partnership has been developed with a national New Zealand organisation called the Mäori Information Technology and Telecommunications Council (MITTC). The group is dedicated to improving the participation of Mäori in the IT&T sectors and is interested in identifying other indigenous groups with similar objectives as itself. MITTC will assist with research within New Zealand and contribute resources to undertake international research.

Funding

No funding has been achieved for this period.

WORK PLAN FOR 2001/2002

Administration/Operations

Continue the administration of the question under TWOR/TPWP in partnership with MITTC. 

Research

TWOR Study - Computers for students

Complete and publish the report on the effectiveness of computers in assisting Mäori students learning at TWOR and their impact on family (whänau) and local-Tribe (Hapu) and Tribe (Iwi).

International Survey

Conduct an international online survey of Government departments responsible for IT&T policy development and implementation, identifying there IT&T policy as it relates to indigenous communities. 

Promotion

Website

Continue to develop the Te Pütahi website as a central place for communicating progress on the study question.

Forums

Continue to add relevant website links to the Te Pütahi website. 

Communications Strategy

Continue to explore ways to improve communication with interested parties. The website and email are currently proving an effective means of commination. It is proposed to build on these Internet technologies by adding a discussion board to the website.

Publications

Complete the publications of both the Hui on Mäori Development in IT&T and Mäori IT&T Directory.

Once completed begin work on the publication of indigenous IT&T directories modelled on the Mäori IT&T Directory. Make these publications accessible via the Te Pütahi website.

Partnerships

Continue to pursue partnerships with other organisations with similar interests and focus. 

Funding

It is proposed to seek financial and operational partnerships with business, Government and charitable/donor organisations.

_________________

______________

Contact point:
Mr. Graeme Everton, Te Wänanga o Raukawa (New Zealand)
Tel.: +64 4 9349675 / e-mail: graeme@everton.co.nz
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