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________

Action required: 

Participants are invited to consider this document and to provide comments and proposals.

_____

The ITU-D Study Groups met in September 2000 and considered the regional meetings in Bamako (May 2000) and Cairo (July 2000) very successful, endorsed the recommendations, invited the vice-chairmen to consider the reports for further possible action, and recommended to inform TDAG and the Group on the structure and working methods of the ITU-D Study Groups on these activities.  The information was transmitted to TDAG (Document TDAG 5/8 and GSWM (Document GSWM/027).  Moreover, another two regional meetings were organized on the participation of countries, in particular developing countries, in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups.  These meetings took place respectively:

· In Dakar (Senegal) from 6 to 8 December 2000 (Document AFR/029(Rev.1))

· In Maputo (Mozambique) from 16 to 18 May 2001 (Document AFR/051(Rev.1))

The main results of these meetings, aiming at enhancing the participation of the developing countries in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups, are the following:

At Dakar (Senegal), the meeting:
-
adopted the subjects for new contributions to be prepared for the ITU-D Study Group meetings in September 2001);
-
decided to hold the next meeting in Maputo in May 2001.  The contributions that will be adopted at the Maputo meeting will be submitted to the meetings of the ITU-D Study Groups in September 2001 as contributions from Africa;
-
adopted a recommendation aiming at enhancing the participation of Member States and Sector Members of the Africa region in the activities of the ITU-D Study Groups.

At Maputo (Mozambique), the meeting:
-
adopted a contribution on Question 6/1 (Interconnection) and Question 10/2 (Communications for rural and remote areas) to be submitted to the September 2001 meetings on behalf of the African expert group.

Annexes:
Recommendation Dakar (Senegal), December 2000


Dakar Declaration

RECOMMENDATION

(Dakar, 6-8 December 2000)

The African expert groups of the ITU-D study groups met in Dakar from 6 to 8  December 2000.

In the recommendation adopted in Bamako (22-23 May 2000) on the participation of African countries in the work of the ITU-D study groups, it was recognized that insufficient participation of African countries in the work of ITU-D may lead to inadequate consideration of specific problems in the region relating to regional telecommunication network development, and of appropriate regulatory measures to accompany that development.

In order to remedy this situation, African expert groups were set up, each addressing a topic covering a number of ITU-D study group Questions (four topics for each study group and a new topic on gender issues). 

The African expert groups of ITU-D study groups,

considering

a)
that many African countries submitted contributions of a high standard at the third meeting of the two ITU-D study groups in September 2000, which greatly enhanced the effectiveness of their work;

b)
that the ITU-D study groups offer Africa an opportunity to draw attention to its specific problems and ensure that these are taken into account in the various studies conducted,

noting with satisfaction

the action taken by BDT to implement the Bamako recommendation,

recommends

that case studies be carried out in the specific areas of new technologies, rural telephony and interconnection, in order to take better account of the concerns and needs of the Africa region,

invites Member States and ITU‑D Sector Members in the Africa region

to foster, in line with the Bamako recommendation, regional harmonization of contributions and common proposals for submission to the ITU-D study groups and world telecommunication development conferences,

requests the Director of BDT

to study, with advice from the African expert groups, ways and means of improving the working of the expert groups,


invites Member States and ITU‑D Sector Members in the Africa region

to make all the necessary means available to the designated experts so as to enable them to fulfil their duties (in particular the formulation of contributions and participation in meetings) as efficiently as possible.

MEETING OF THE AFRICAN EXPERT GROUPS: 
DAKAR (SENEGAL), 6-8 DECEMBER 2000
DAKAR DECLARATION

In the light of the foregoing and aware of the need to set future objectives, the African expert groups of the ITU-D study groups, assembled in Dakar (Senegal) on 6-8 December 2000, declare that:

a)
Significant progress has been made since the first meeting in Bamako (20-23 May 2000). Implementation of the Bamako recommendation on the participation of African countries in the work of ITU-D study groups had yielded good results, thanks to the considerable efforts deployed by the countries themselves and the contributions by the groups of experts.

b)
Telecommunications are a crucial factor for political and economic and social and cultural development. They constitute a driving force for the global society and economy, and are changing our lives very quickly and promoting better understanding between peoples.

c)
New technologies have a significant impact on the expansion of telecommunications and can help to reduce disparities.

d)
Governments play a fundamental role in the development of telecommunications and are urged to institute appropriate policies and structures in order to give everyone access to basic telecommunication services at affordable cost.

The expert groups agreed that it is imperative to reinstate case studies (Handbooks - Question 16/2) in order to provide examples of specific projects on the African continent.

Furthermore, the expert groups undertake to encourage due consideration for the respective roles of women and men in their work.

The expert groups, through their rapporteurs and co-rapporteurs, undertake to submit the reports of their work by 31 March 2001 at the latest, so that they may be taken into account in the final reports of ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2 meeting in September 2001 in Geneva. They undertake the same in respect of any new wording for study Questions and new Questions, for submission to WTDC-02.

In addition, they undertake to participate actively in the work of the forthcoming African Regional Preparatory Meeting for WTDC-02 to be held from 29 to 31 May 2001.

__________
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