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Participants are invited to consider the report, in particular Part 3 related to Future work.

Abstract: 

The progress report gives an overview of the results achieved by the Joint Group on WTDC-98 Resolution 9 during the second study period.

_____

1.
Background

Resolution 9, adopted by the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-98), requires the Directors of ITU-D and ITU-R to develop a report on current and foreseen national uses of the radio frequency spectrum. The report is to be prepared in “stages” and the scope of each stage is to be decided by the participants.  The Resolution also requires the Directors of the Telecommunication Development and Radiocommunication Sectors to consider and implement effective means to encourage and facilitate the active participation of both developing and least developed countries in the preparation of this report.
1.1
Decision to create the Group

In response to this resolution, during their meetings in 1998 and 1999, the two sectors agreed to establish a joint ITU-R and ITU-D group to progress the work, to be named the "Joint Group on Resolution 9". 

1.2
Officers of the Group

As this is a joint group of ITU-R and ITU-D, it was decided to appoint two chairmen to co-chair the group.

The ITU-D Study Groups appointed Mr T. G. Jeacock (United Kingdom). The ITU-R (Study Group 1) appointed, initially, Mr Garg (India) who had to resign because of other work commitments. Mr. Simplice Zanga Yene (Cameroon) has been appointed as Mr Garg’s replacement.

1.3
Meetings held by the Group

The Group has met four times including a preparatory meeting:

The preparatory meeting was held in Geneva on 3-4 March 1999;

The second meeting was held in Geneva on 6-7 March 2000;

The third meeting was held in Geneva on 20-22 March 2001;

The fourth meeting was held in Geneva on 6-8 June 2001.

In addition, members of the Joint Group have met during the ITU-R Study Group 1 and ITU-D Study Group meetings in 1999 and 2000 and have worked by electronic correspondence. A further meeting is scheduled during the ITU-D Study Group meetings in Caracas, 12 September 2001.

Presentations of the Joint Group’s progress were given at the ITU-R Study Group 1 and ITU-D Study Groups’ meetings 2000 and at the BR Seminar on Spectrum Management, November 2000.

1.4
Scope of the work 

The scope of the work was defined at the preparatory meeting and endorsed by ITU-R Study Group 1 and ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2.  The preparatory meeting defined the work as having three main elements:

1. Collection of “raw” information on current and foreseen uses of selected ranges of the spectrum. The first stage should cover the frequency range 29.7 – 960MHz. This information should be distributed in a suitable format to Administrations. 

2. Provision of example tools for administrations to use this information in their national and/or sub-regional spectrum management processes.

3. ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2 should invite participants to provide an inventory of problems that developing countries, particularly least developed countries, have experienced recently in spectrum management so that these problems may be addressed by ITU-R with a view to providing solutions.

To obtain the required information, it was agreed to distribute a Questionnaire on national spectrum management to Administrations of Member States and to Sector Members. The Questionnaire, prepared jointly by ITU-R and ITU-D, was in two parts, one part dealing with national frequency allocation tables and use of the frequency range 29.7 - 960 MHz (the main task of Resolution 9), and the other part dealing with the inventory of problems that developing countries encountered in spectrum management.

2.
Results achieved

A report containing the analyses of the Questionnaire has been prepared by the Joint Group entitled: “WTDC-98 Resolution 9: Review of national spectrum management and use of the spectrum. Stage 1: 29.7 – 960 MHz ”. As a joint report, it will be submitted to ITU-D Study Group 2 and ITU-R Study Group 1 for adoption. 

2.1
Analyses of the Questionnaire: general aspects of spectrum management

The Joint Group has analysed the responses to the Questionnaire and presented the results to show variations between developed, developing and least developed countries in five different geographical regions: Americas; Asia-Pacific; Africa; Arab States; Europe and CIS. The following key aspects of spectrum management were addressed:

· Legal (national radiocommunication law)

· Financial (the results were also used to assist in the answer to Question 12/1 on tariffs)

· Spectrum planning (technical issues)

· Spectrum control (includes monitoring and interference analyses)

· Information Technology for spectrum management

· Organisation of spectrum management

· Use of ITU products, especially handbooks  

2.2
Analyses of the Questionnaire: national spectrum use 29.7 – 960 MHz 

All of the responses to the Questionnaire have been “captured” electronically and stored on a CD‑ROM, available on request from the BDT. Many administrations kindly provided a copy of their national frequency allocation tables and this will provide a considerable amount of raw data that administrations may compare and use to develop their national strategies for spectrum use. Examples of national frequency allocation tables and spectrum strategies supplied by administrations have been included in the report to show different options for structure and format. An annex has been developed which provides a short resumé on the radiocommunication services and typical applications using the frequency range, together with references to ITU-R Recommendations particularly relevant to the spectrum reviewed.

A trilingual “electronic” version of the International Allocation Table presented in the Radio Regulations, Article S5 (1998 edition), has been compiled for the frequency bands between 29.7 and 960 MHz. This table is intended to serve as a translation tool to permit the immediate recognition of the spectrum allocations presented in the responses regardless of the language used by the respondent (English, French, or Spanish). Some work has been initiated toward the development of a set of database tools that would permit improved searches of all the national allocation tables compiled during the preparation of this report. This database development is continuing.

2.3
Analyses of the Questionnaire: requests for assistance in spectrum management

Eleven of the questions in the Questionnaire invited administrations to identify problems and indicate if any assistance from the ITU was required in solving them.  It was envisaged that the responses to this invitation would identify areas where ITU could initiate studies to produce recommendations, reports or handbooks targeted to meet specific needs, ideally with the developing countries participating in the work. However, it is clear from some of the responses that a more direct type of assistance is required in many cases.

Contributions were received from two members of the Joint Group, the representatives from Cameroon and Côte d’Ivoire, that identified a comprehensive list of items for ITU assistance. This set of requirements has been attached as an annex to the draft revision of Resolution 9 as an example of assistance in spectrum management required by African countries.  

3. Future work

The Joint Group noted that proposals for further action fall into three main areas of responsibility:

· within the Joint Group for WTDC-98 Resolution 9

· within the Telecommunication Development Sector

· within the Radiocommunication Sector

The responsibilities falling to ITU-D and ITU-R will be addressed elsewhere. With the completion of this current stage of the report and the production of the Tri-lingual Frequency Allocation Table, the Joint Group will have finished Stage 1 of the requirements specified in WTDC‑98 Resolution 9. If the revision of Resolution 9, prepared by the Joint Group, is adopted by WTDC-02 and endorsed by ITU-R, then the Joint Group can continue with Stage 2 of the Report. 

The Joint Group has received proposals that Stage 2 should review spectrum use between 1-3 GHz. In addition, some views have been expressed that future work should include the examination of  the possibilities for harmonising spectrum use in the frequency range 29.7 MHz – 3 GHz. 

__________

______________
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