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FOR ACTION
Question 14/1: 
The role of telecommunications in social and cultural development, including the protection and promotion of indigenous culture and identity

STUDY GROUP 1
SOURCE:
RAPPORTEUR FOR QUESTION 14/1

TITLE:
PROGRESS REPORT ON QUESTION 14/1

________

Action required: 

To review the 1999/2000 year and to endorse the work plan for 2000/2001.

Abstract: 

The following outlines work done to progress study Question 14/1 in the 1999/2000 period and proposes a work plan for 2000/2001. The focus will be on indigenous people who are the minority in their country of origin or homeland. Work will be research based with up to eight studies, five books, one international conference and the establishment of an international website.

INTRODUCTION

At the World Telecommunication Development Conference (Valletta, WTDC-98) the New Zealand delegation proposed study Question 14/1. Following on from an existing study Question 1/1 proposed at the WTDC-1994 (Buenos Aires), it was intended that the new study Question would build upon the work already done by the previous Study Group. The original Question looked at the economic importance to the development of indigenous people while the new question widened the parameters to include the protection and promotion of indigenous culture and identity. 

Further it was expected that when the Study Group came to identify the groups covered by the term “indigenous people” that particular attention would be paid to indigenous populations that had become the minority culture in their country of origin or homeland. Examples were the Maori of New Zealand and the Aborigine of Australia. The Conference supported the Question and adopted it for study over the following four years. 

STUDY QUESTION PROGRESS

Unfortunately very little progress has been made on the study Question for the 1999/2000 period with many of the objectives proposed remaining unrealised. The work commitments of Mr Grant Thomas required him to vacate the senior Rapporteur position and move to an associate role and Graeme Everton now fills the position.

It is with a renewed commitment to the success of the question that the following work plan is being proposed for the 2000/2001 term. 

To make the study Question manageable it is proposed to concentrate on one defined group and it is suggested that this group be indigenous people who are the minority culture in their country of origin or homeland. It is proposed to implement research and study that will focus on two main streams of intellectual property and sovereignty and issues of impact from a social and cultural perspective. 

To this end research will be undertaken into identifying:

· the barriers to accessing telecommunications systems and facilities by indigenous peoples;

· the role of telecommunications in social and cultural development, including the protection and promotion of indigenous culture and identity.
Secondly it is proposed that the Study Group use the outcomes of its research to identify issues in common with underprivileged, or marginalized, communities – minorities, the poor, youth, women and handicapped, for the purpose of sharing information with organisations who can assist these groups.

WORK PLAN

Following is both the previous year’s work and a proposed work agenda for the year ahead. 

WORK PLAN 1999/2000

Administration/Operations

Te Wananga o Raukawa (TWOR), an indigenous University and its department of Indigenous Information Technology and Telecommunications, Te Putahi Whakawhiti Parongo (TPWP) has assisted the New Zealand Government with the administration of the question in New Zealand. 

Research

Initial research of the study Question has commenced with a research proposal based in New Zealand. The research activities have therefore been grouped into two: National - New Zealand and International. 

National- New Zealand

Indigenous (Maori) Radio Spectrum Claim

A case study on a Treaty based claim by Maori, claiming ownership of the radio spectrum. Examining the Maori claim and the Government’s response. (Continuing)

International

No international research has been achieved during this period.

Promotion

To promote participation in the study Question, to share information and to contribute to other forums.

Internet

Website 

A website has been launched, www.teputahi.ac.nz, that will act as the central contact and news site for the study Question. Initially it will provide news and information on issues related to the Question and act as a focal point for people and groups interested in the question. 

Member GKD

A subscription to the Global Knowledge for Development List (GKD) has been established to facilitate broad discussion of the role and impacts of knowledge, including information/communications technologies (ICTs), for development. With 2000+ members from about 90 countries, GKD offers a major forum for the exchange of ideas. UNDP, the World Bank, and UNESCO support GKD and encourage those from around the world, especially those in the South, to use the list to express their own needs, experiences, and suggestions related to ICT and development.

ITU-D Message Board

The ITU-D has established an online message for all study Questions. The message board is monitored for messages for Question 14/1 with any messages replied to promptly.

Partnerships

Partnerships with people or organisations that wish to participate in the study Question

Currently two organisations have indicated their interest in the study Question. One based in Australia, representing the Aboriginal community, and the other a Colombian University. Discussions are continuing.

Funding

There has been no funding achieved for this period. TWOR has paid for the cost of one staff member to work part time on the study question, including associated travel and communication costs.

WORK PLAN 2000/2001

Administration/Operations

Administration of the Question will remain under TWOR/TPWP but will run as a stand-alone self-funding project. If the proposed work plan for the coming year is agreed and implemented staff will be assigned full time to the project. Their responsibilities will be to co-ordinate work on the study question and undertake research. A further part time position will be created to maintain the website.

Research

As the first phase in carrying out research on the study question four research initiatives are proposed involving telecommunications issues as they relate to Maori. It is intended that issues identified by the research will assist other administrations and organisations to develop assistance programmes, policies and practices that better address indigenous peoples needs.

Along with the research being done nationally we will look to promote international research on the Question through partnerships with other indigenous people and organisations.

National- New Zealand Maori

Indigenous (Maori) Radio Spectrum Claim

Continuing from 1999/2000 period.

Telecommunications Inquiry

The Government has commissioned an inquiry into the New Zealand telecommunications environment and its regulatory system. Research will be done into Maori participation in the inquiry and analysing the potential affects on Maori.

TWOR Study-Computers for students

This year TWOR required every student enrolled at the institution to purchase a computer as part of the course requirements. Research will be done into the effectiveness of computers in assisting Maori students learning and their impact on family (whanau) and local-Tribe (hapu) and Tribe (Iwi).

Barriers to Maori participation in Information Technology and Telecommunications (IT&T)

Interview individual Maori and Maori organisations to identify any perceived barriers to Maori participation in IT&T.

International

Develop partnerships with other indigenous people and international organisations to identify and undertake four international research initiatives.

Promotion

Internet

Web site

Continue to develop www.teputahi.ac.nz website including the addition of an online discussion forum/message board, list mail server and online conference facilities.

Member GKD

Continued membership of the forum. 

ITU-D Message Board

Continue to monitor and reply to message board. 

Forums

Identify other forums to subscribe to.

Conferences

International Conference

Host an international conference on Indigenous IT&T in New Zealand.

Communications

Communications Strategy

Develop a communications strategy with the objectives of providing timely and informative information about the study question to: 

· international members;

· ITU;

· participants and interested parties;

· Aboriginal communities.
Publications

Hui on Maori Development in IT&T

In September 1999 a national hui (meeting) was held at TWOR to look at the issue of Maori participation in IT&T. A book of the hui proceedings will be published this year.

Maori in IT&T

It is proposed to write a reference book for Maori people, businesses and organisations who want access to basic information about Maori participation in IT&T. It would be modelled on a similar publication written by James Casey, an American Indian, who published a book on Indian IT&T in 1999.

Indigenous people in IT&T

Work to publish a similar publication as above in partnership with three other indigenous people, with information from the five books being combined into an international edition.

Partnerships

Identify and establish partnerships with Member States, NGOs, UNESCO and other organisations representing indigenous peoples.
Funding

It is proposed to seek financial and operational partnerships with business, Government and charitable/donor organisations. Projects will be implemented, as funding becomes available.

______________







______________

Contact point:
Mr. Graeme Everton, (New Zealand)
Tel.: +64 4 9349675 / e-mail: graeme@everton.co.nz
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