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Action required: 

Participants are invited to take note of this summary record and, as they see fit, to give effect to the recommendation adopted.

Abstract: 

This summary record comprises extracts from the final report of the Cairo meeting
, namely:

· The report

· The groups of experts

· The Recommendation

It should be noted that the Cairo meeting requested that the Recommendation be submitted to the Study Group 1 and 2 meetings as a working document.
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STUDY GROUPS 1 AND 2
FINAL REPORT

1. Opening of the meeting

1.1
Introduction

The meeting of the Arab region concerning the participation of the Arab Member States, Sector Members and others in the activities of the ITU-D Study Groups was held in Cairo, Egypt, from 3 to 5 July 2000.

73 delegates from administrations and organizations participated in the meeting. The Chairpersons of ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2, Mr. Alberto GABRIELLI and Mr. Nabil KISRAWI, were also present. The list of participants is attached as Annex 1.

1.2
Opening ceremony

Mrs. Aida Al SHENAWY, Under-Secretary – Sector Chief of Planning, Follow-up and Technical Affairs from Telecom Egypt, welcomed the participants in Cairo. She recalled that the purpose of the meeting was to find ways and means to enhance the participation of the Arab region in the activities of the ITU-D Study Groups. Then she thanked ITU and the Regional Office in Cairo for the attention given to the problems of the Arab region.

The representative of the League of Arab States, Mrs. Nefertiti ABDEL AZIZ, welcomed the participants in the premises of the League. She thanked BDT for organizing the meeting and hoped that the meeting would recommend appropriate solutions. She wished every success to the meeting.

Mr. Mohamed ABDEL NABI ABDALLAH, Acting Head ITU Regional Office for the Arab States (ROAS), welcomed the participants and conveyed the greetings of Mr. Hamadoun TOURÉ, Director of BDT, to the meeting. He explained the purpose of the two ITU-D Study Groups, encouraged the participation in the next ITU-D Study Group meetings in September 2000, and wished that the Cairo meeting would propose measures to enhance the participation of Arab Member States, Sector Members and others in the activities of the ITU-D Study Groups. He expressed his gratitude to the Minister of Communication and Information of Egypt for his continuous support to ROAS and to the League of Arab States for hosting the meeting.

2.
Appointment of Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons

The bureau of the meeting was composed of:

Chairperson: 

Mrs. Aida Al SHENAWY, Telecom Egypt

Vice-Chairpersons: 
Mr. Ibrahim Ahmed AL HADDAD, Batelco Bahrain




Mr. Talal MOUSLI, Syrian Telecommunication Establishment




Mr. Sami Trimech, CERT, Tunisia

3.
Approval of the Agenda

The proposed Agenda was approved and is attached as Annex 2. 

4.
Presentation of the ITU-D Study Groups

Documents ARB/001 (ITU-D Study Groups), ARB/002 (Definition of Questions for Study Group 1) and ARB/003 (Definition of Questions for Study Group 2) were presented respectively by the BDT Secretariat, Mr. Alberto GABRIELLI and Mr. Nabil KISRAWI. During his presentation, Mr. KISRAWI highlighted the four main activities of the Development Sector and explained that the ITU-D Study Group activities are one of the main activities in the Telecommunication Development Sector. He invited the Arab region to fully participate in this activity.

Mr. GABRIELLI said that the developing world is confronted with the phenomenon of globalization and it has to find ways and means to face its challenge. The ITU-D Study Groups can play an important role in this domain.

Fruitful exchange of views took place on items such as principles for granting fellowships by BDT to facilitate participation in the activities of Study Groups, the status of LDCs, the lifetime of the ITU-D Study Groups, and the relationship with the other Sectors.

5.

Study Questions of importance to the Arab region

Document ARB/009 (Compilation of the replies to the questionnaire on the participation of the Arab Member States, Sector Members and others in the activities of ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2) was presented by the BDT secretariat.

In their replies, some Member States, Sector Members and others indicated their willingness to support the cost of their participation subject to the availability of the required resources. Other replies indicated that they would count only on BDT’s fellowships budget. During the meeting other participants complemented the replies and a revised document (ARB/009(Rev.2)), attached as Annex 3, represents the latest compilation of these responses.

After deep exchange of views, the meeting retained that all the Questions were important for the region with the emphasis on those Questions having more support as indicated in the revised Document ARB/009(Rev.2). Further replies will be welcomed by the Study Group secretariat.

6.

Creation of expert groups by Question

The meeting set up Arab working groups per Question. Participants registered for the Questions they were interested in. Rapporteurs were designated. The list of members of the working groups per Question is attached as Annex 4. Further names will be welcomed by the Study Group secretariat.

Terms of reference and working methods of these groups:

· to prepare contributions to the Questions concerned 

· to work by ways of meetings, electronic mail, fax and telephone

· as far as possible, to participate in the ITU-D Study Group meetings

7.
Mechanism of participation in the activities of the Study Groups 

The meeting agreed that the Regional Office for Arab States might assist in liaising and coordinating between the Arab working groups and the ITU-D Study Groups secretariat in Geneva. The Regional Organizations are invited to join the working groups.

The Arab Region offered to host some meetings of the Rapporteur’s Groups in order to allow more Arab Member States, Sector Members and others to participate in the meeting.

The meeting adopted a recommendation aiming at enhancing the participation of Arab Member States, Sector Members and others in the activities of the ITU-D Study Groups (Document ARB/010(Rev.1)), which is attached as Annex 5. 

8.
Other questions of interest to the Arab Group

8.1
Document ARB/004, Participation in the work of the joint group on WTDC–98
 Resolution 9, was presented by Mr. Nabil KISRAWI. He gave background information on the creation of this joint group, informed the meeting on the contents of the Questionnaire on national frequency spectrum management to seek information needed by WTDC-98 Resolution 9. He invited the Arab Member States, Sector Members and others that have not yet replied to the Questionnaire, to send their replies to the BDT secretariat in Geneva, preferably by electronic means, before 1 August 2000.

8.2
In view of the growing convergence between telecommunications, broadcasting, information services and how to involve Internet service providers and radio broadcasting/television operators in the Arab national and regional activities, the meeting drew the attention of the Arab Member States, Sector Members and others to coordinate as far as possible their activities with broadcasting operators and Internet service providers.

8.3 Documents ARB/005 (Promoting the development of new technologies for rural areas), ARB/006 (New online case library for rural telecommunication) and ARB/007 (Summary of the rural telecommunication roundtable – ITU Telecom Americas 2000) were presented by the BDT Secretariat. The Focus Group on Topic 7, which was created for one year, will present its final report in September 2000 during the ITU-D Study Group 2 meeting. Participants were invited to register in Focus Group 7 in order to benefit from the on-line case library for rural telecommunications that contains a large number of case studies.

8.4 Updating of the Arab book: AR-TDC-96 Resolution 1

Document ARB/008 on updating the Arab Book was presented and discussed. During the discussion, some concerns were voiced about the usefulness of the Book in its present form. Proposals were formulated about the possibility of fulfilling the same objectives by using Internet and other electronic means. Finally, some experts from the region volunteered to participate in this task, in addition to those already nominated by the Arab countries. The ITU Regional Office for the Arab States will coordinate the work of all those volunteers. Annex 6 attached here represents a list of the volunteers, and the subject to which they will contribute. A first draft will be presented at the Arab Regional Preparatory Meeting for the World Telecommunication Development Conference which will take place in Alexandria (Egypt) from 17 to 19 October 2000. 

9.
Other business

The meeting welcomed the agreement between the BDT Information Support Systems unit in Geneva and the Regional Office for the Arab States to be the focal point for collecting statistical telecommunication information for the Arab States, to provide the data on its Website and make it available for updating. Such information should be available to all statistical units of the Arab Organizations concerned.

10.
Closure of the meeting

10.1
The meeting agreed that items 5, 6, 7 and 8 of this minutes should be updated and revised regularly in order to meet the requirements of the region and to eliminate possible overlaps in the activities.

10.2
The meeting addressed its thanks to the League of Arab States for hosting this important meeting.

10.3
The meeting also addressed its thanks and appreciations to the Egyptian Administration for all the facilities provided to render this meeting a success.

10.4
A special thank was also addressed to the Study Group secretariat and to the staff of the Regional Office for the Arab States for the excellent preparation of the meeting as well as for their support during the meeting.

10.5
Finally the meeting paid a special tribute to the Chairperson Mrs. Aida Al SHENAWY for the excellent conduct and professionalism which allowed to reach such good results within the time limits.

__________

LIST OF THE MEMBERS OF THE WORKING GROUPS FOR THE ARAB REGION

ITU-D STUDY GROUP 1

QUESTION 6/1

Rapporteur for the Arab Region:

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Noureddine Zaouali
	CERT - Tunisie
	+216 1 790877
	+216 1 790345
	Noureddine.zaouali@cert.mincom.tn

	Saeed Al-Bahhar
	Etisalat - UAE
	+971 2 6184524
	+971 2 6336700
	albahhar@emirates.net.ae

	Ebrahim Al Haddad
	Batelco - Bahrain
	+973 885510
	+973 532116
	cl@btc.com.bh

	Matoiri Chaibati
	S.N.P.T.  - Comoros
	+269 744300
	+269 731079
	chaibati@snpt.km

	Moussa Abdel Malak
	Telecom Regulatory Authority - Egypt
	+202 5777718
	+202 3323260
	

	Mahmoud Wreikat
	Telecom Regulatory Commission - Jordan
	+962 6 5862026
	+962 6 5863641
	wreikat@trc.gov.jo

	Al Ansare Al Mashaqba
	Telecom Regulatory Commission - Jordan
	+962 6 5862020
	+962 6 5863641
	ansare@trc.gov.jo

	Naeem Malkawi
	JTC – Jordan
	+962 6 4643505
	+962 6 4650776
	nmalkawi@jtc.com.jo


QUESTION 7/1

Rapporteur for the Arab Region:

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Ebrahim Al Haddad
	Batelco – Bahrain
	+973 885510
	+973 532116
	cl@btc.com.bh

	Amr Hashem
	Ministry of Communications & IT – Egypt
	+202 5773000
	+202 5777705
	ahashem@mcit.gov.eg

	Mahmoud Wreikat
	Telecom Regulatory Commission – Jordan
	+962 6 5862026
	+962 6 5863641
	wreikat@trc.gov.jo

	Al Ansare Al Mashaqba
	Telecom Regulatory Commission – Jordan
	+962 6 5862020
	+962 6 5863641
	ansare@trc.gov.jo

	Amal Khader
	JTC - Jordan
	+962 6 4643505
	+962 6 4650776
	akhader@jtc.com.jo


QUESTION 8/1

Rapporteur for the Arab Region: Fuad Abdalla (to be confirmed on 5/7/2000)

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Saeed Al-Bahhar
	Etisalat - UAE
	+971 2 6184524
	+971 2 6336700
	albahhar@emirates.net.ae

	Fuad Abdulla*
	Ministry of Transportation - Bahrain
	+973 532525
	+973 533544
	fuada@bahrain.gov.bh

	Ebrahim Al Haddad
	Batelco - Bahrain
	+973 885510
	+973 532116
	cl@btc.com.bh

	Mahmoud Wreikat*
	Telecom Regulatory Commission - Jordan
	+962 6 5862026
	+962 6 5863641
	wreikat@trc.gov.jo


QUESTION 9/1

Rapporteur for the Arab Region:

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Anis Amouni
	CERT - Tunisia
	+216 1 857436
	+216 1 790345
	anis.amouni@cert.mincom.tn

	Mahmoud Wreikat
	Telecom Regulatory Commission - Jordan
	+962 6 5862026
	+962 6 5863641
	wreikat@trc.gov.jo

	Al Ansare Al Mashaqba
	Telecom Regulatory Commission - Jordan
	+962 6 5862020
	+962 6 5863641
	ansare@trc.gov.jo


QUESTION 10/1

Rapporteur for the Arab Region:

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Moez Kamoun
	CERT - Tunisia
	+216 1 790877
	+216 1 790345
	Moez.kamoun@cert.mincom.tn

	Nasser Sulaiman
	Etisalat
	+971 2 6184592
	+971 2 6391000
	Naser10@emirates.net.ae

	Mahmoud Wreikat
	Telecom Regulatory Commission - Jordan
	+962 6 5862026
	+962 6 5863641
	wreikat@trc.gov.jo

	Al Ansare Al Mashaqba
	Telecom Regulatory Commission - Jordan
	+962 6 5862020
	+962 6 5863641
	ansare@trc.gov.jo


QUESTION 11/1

Rapporteur for the Arab Region: Amr Hashem

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Amr Hashem
	Ministry of Communications  & IT - Egypt
	+202 5773000
	+202 5777705
	ahashem@mcit.gov.eg


QUESTION 12/1

Rapporteur for the Arab Region: Ebrahim Al Haddad

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Saeed Al-Bahhar
	Etisalat - UAE
	+971 2 6184524
	+971 2 6336700
	albahhar@emirates.net.ae

	Sami Trimech
	CERT - Tunisia
	+216 1 857436
	+216 1 790345
	Sami.trimech@cert.mincom.tn

	Ebrahim Al Haddad*
	Batelco - Bahrain
	+973 885510
	+973 532116
	cl@btc.com.bh

	Fekreya Allam
	Telecom Regulatory Authority - Egypt
	+202 3323309
	+202 3323260
	

	Mohamed Ould Moctar
	Mauritel - Mauritania
	+222 2 50392
	+222 2 51700
	Mohamed.taleb@mauritel.mr


QUESTION 13/1

Rapporteur for the Arab Region:

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	
	
	
	
	


QUESTION 14/1

Rapporteur for the Arab Region:

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Mahmoud Wreikat
	Telecom Regulatory Commission - Jordan
	+962 6 5862026
	+962 6 5863641
	wreikat@trc.gov.jo

	Al Ansare Al Mashaqba
	Telecom Regulatory Commission - Jordan
	+962 6 5862020
	+962 6 5863641
	ansare@trc.gov.jo


QUESTION 15/1

Rapporteur for the Arab Region:

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Nasser Sulaiman
	Etisalat
	+971 2 6184592
	+971 2 6391000
	Naser10@emirates.net.ae


QUESTION 16/1

Rapporteur for the Arab Region:

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Rokaya M. Kamel
	Egyptian Radio & TV Union - Egypt
	+202 5789461

+202 5746881
	+202 5789461

+202 5789310
	rtu@idsc.gov.eg

	
	
	
	
	


LIST OF THE MEMBERS OF THE WORKING GROUPS FOR THE ARAB REGION

ITU-D STUDY GROUP 2

QUESTION 9/2

Rapporteur for the Arab Region:

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Mahmoud Wreikat
	Telecom Regulatory Commission - Jordan
	+962 6 5862026
	+962 6 5863641
	wreikat@trc.gov.jo


QUESTION 10/2 

Rapporteur for the Arab Region:

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Hamdy Emara

(Participation only)
	Egyptian Radio & TV Union - Egypt
	+202 5746911
	+202 5796506
	rtu@idsc.gov.eg

	Mahmoud Wreikat
	Telecom Regulatory Commission - Jordan
	+962 6 5862026
	+962 6 5863641
	wreikat@trc.gov.jo

	Hoda Boghdady
	NTI - Egypt
	+202 2636082
	+202 2636802
	boghdady@yahoo.com

	Amal Khader
	JTC - Jordan
	+962 6 4643505
	+962 6 4650776
	akhader@jtc.com.jo

	Hassan Rabaaoui*
	IAM - Morocco
	+212 7 712384
	+212 7 714887
	h.rabaaoui@caramail.com

	Mohamed Salem Ould Jidoumou
	Mauritel - Mauritania
	+222 2 59446
	+222 2 51700
	jidoumou@mauritel .mr


(*) List of other Participants will be set later. 



QUESTION 11/2

Rapporteur for the Arab Region:

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Hamdy Emara
	Egyptian Radio & TV Union - Egypt
	+202 5746911
	+202 5796506
	rtu@idsc.gov.eg


QUESTION 12/2

Rapporteur for the Arab Region:

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Hoda Boghdady
	NTI - Egypt
	+202 2636082
	+202 2636802
	boghdady@yahoo.com

	Hassan Rabaaoui*
	IAM - Morocco
	+212 7 712384
	+212 7 714887
	h.rabaaoui@caramail.com


*  Participant only.

QUESTION 14/2

Rapporteur for the Arab Region:

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	
	
	
	
	


QUESTION 15/2

Rapporteur for the Arab Region:

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Atef Tawfik
	Telecom Regulatory Authority - Egypt
	+202 4043979
	+202 3323260
	


QUESTION 16/2

Rapporteur for the Arab Region: Maurice Ghazal

	Name
	Organization
	Telephone
	Fax
	e-mail

	Ebrahim Al Haddad
	Batelco - Bahrain
	+973 885510
	+973 532116
	cl@btc.com.bh

	Mahmoud Wreikat
	Telecom Regulatory Commission - Jordan
	+962 6 5862026
	+962 6 5863641
	wreikat@trc.gov.jo

	Al Ansare Al Mashaqba
	Telecom Regulatory Commission - Jordan
	+962 6 5862020
	+962 6 5863641
	ansare@trc.gov.jo

	Amal Khader
	JTC - Jordan
	+962 6 4643505
	+962 6 4650776
	akhader@jtc.com.jo

	Maurice Ghazal
	Ministry of P & T 
	+961 3 80145

+961 3 392392
	+961 1 333300

+961 1 423005
	mghazal@intracom.net.lb
ghazal@itu.int


__________
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Recommendation

Enhancing the participation of ARAB MEMBER States, sector members
and others in the activities of ITU-D Study Groups

The meeting of the Arab region on enhancing the participation of Member States, Sector Members and others from the Arab region in the activities of ITU-D Study Groups (Cairo, Egypt, 3 – 5 July 2000), 


considering
a) Resolution 5 of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (Valletta, 1998) regarding the enhanced participation by the developing countries in the activities of the ITU; 

b) that the participation of Arab Member States, Sector Members and others in the activities of the ITU-D Study Groups still remains limited; 

c) that the limited participation of the Arab Member States, Sector Members and others may lead to inadequate consideration of specific telecommunication network development problems in the region, including multimedia aspects, and of appropriate regulatory measures to accompany this development;

d) that a possible catalytic role of ITU-D Study Group Chairperson, Vice-Chairpersons and Rapporteurs from the Arab region could play in order to improve the participation of the Arab Member States, Sector Members and others in the activities of ITU-D Study Groups,


convinced

a) of the need to enhance the participation of the Arab Member States, Sector Members and others in the activities of ITU-D Study Groups; 

b) of the important role that the ITU regional office in Cairo could play in the mobilization of human resources in the region, in order to enhance the participation of the Arab Member States, Sector Members and others in the activities of ITU-D Study Groups, 


noting

a) with satisfaction the measures taken by BDT to implement WTDC-98 Resolution 5, particularly in the Arab region; 

b) the creation in Cairo of Regional Working Groups to:

- study certain ITU-D Study Groups Questions; 

- prepare contributions to Study Group meetings; 

· participate in the Study Group meetings;

invites 

1) the ITU Member States, Sector Members and others in the Arab region to:

a) encourage the competent experts to work in the Working Groups set up at the meeting in Cairo;

b) organize regular Working Group meetings to prepare coordinated contributions to Questions of the ITU-D Study Groups;

c) as far as possible, use computer and web facilities in their UIT-D Study Group Activities;

d) contribute financially to the implementation of the above-mentioned activities;

2) Regional Organizations in the Arab region to play their role in participating as far as possible in the activities of the ITU-D Study Groups;


requests ITU/BDT 

to provide assistance to the Arab Member States, Sector Members and others for the organization of the meetings of the Working Groups set up in Cairo.


further requests the ITU/BDT 

1) to continue implementing recommendations adopted by the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG) on the participation of developing countries, in particular the least developed countries, in the activities of the three ITU Sectors;

2) to implement, as soon as possible, Resolution 66 (Rev. Minneapolis, 1998) of the Plenipotentiary Conference in order to encourage and facilitate efficient use of the documentation and publications of the Union on the web;

3) to distribute this recommendation as a working document to the next ITU-D Study Group meetings which will take place in September 2000 in Geneva. 

__________

� Document ARB/011(Rev.1), sent to ITU-D Member States, Sector Members and others in the Arab region and to participants in the meeting


� World Telecommunication Development Conference 1998
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