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________

This ‘Handbook on Telecommunication Regulation’ was prepared and published by the ITU in 1995 for the Governments of the Developing Countries of Asia and the Pacific as part of a programme which addressed the subject of Economic Reforms through enhanced Transport and Communications Services. One of the components of this broad programme focused on telecommunications reform and was funded by the United Nations Development Programme and executed by the International Telecommunication Union. 

The objectives of this programme were to assist the reform of the telecommunication sector to facilitate the introduction of competition and a commercial approach to service provisioning. 

Under this programme, a set of guidelines on regulation, legislative issues, commercial options, tariffs, network and corporate planning, and procurement and project management are being issued, appropriate to the developing countries of the Asia-Pacific Region who have undertaken, or propose to implement sector reforms.   

Guidelines:

 Guidelines on Regulatory Organizations, prepared by Mr. W. J. Withers, Senior Expert, 1995

Summary: This handbook contains a set of guidelines for establishing and organizing a telecommunication regulatory organization. The scope of such a topic is potentially very broad, given the numerous variables such as the size of the overall economy, the industry structure, including the degree of liberalization either existing or planned, and the general level of development in overall government institutional structures. As a result, and in order to focus these guidelines on the developing and less developed countries that are undertaking certain telecommunication industry reform activities, these guidelines will present a series of development models which evolve over a seven year, three-stage development period.

 Guidelines on Regulation, prepared by Mr. W. J. Withers, Senior Expert, 1996

Summary: This handbook contains a set of telecommunication guidelines that discusses not only why we require some form of regulation in today’s telecommunication marketplace, but also the broad historical perspective of economic regulation, a contemporary framework for telecommunication regulation, a guide to the regulatory activities which should be addressed, and an overview of regulatory issues in an environment of a reformed telecommunications market.


Available: http://www.itu.int/treg/RelatedLinks/docs.asp

 Legislative Guidelines, prepared by Mr. S. Moshiro, Senior Expert, 1995

Summary: The guidelines are intended for use in formulating principal legislation (i.e., Acts, Laws or Decrees) for implementing telecommunication sector reform.  Regulations and rules (also called subsidiary or subordinate legislation, depending on the legal system of a country) refine policies and other matters embodied in the principal legislation.  Therefore, meaningful proposals on regulations can only be made after decisions have been taken on the contents of the relevant principal legislation.

The proposed guidelines cover the regulation and operation of telecommunications services in the traditional sense of the term, namely, telephone, telex and related services such as  data, but not the information services which use  telecommunication technology like television  and radio broadcasting. The guidelines are structured around the following main components: a Model Telecommunication Act, a Model Telecommunication Corporation Act, and salient features of the Model Acts.

Available: http://www.itu.int/treg/RelatedLinks/docs.asp

Further regulatory information can be found on the SRU’s web site at: http://www.itu.int/treg
___________________
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