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Abstract: 

The proposals in favour of the active participation of developing countries in the work of the Study Groups took three main directions:

1.
Administrations should establish a stable structure for following up studies, use electronic media and make an effort with regard to the funding of experts.

2.
ITU's regional offices have a responsibility to assist administrations in the field through information and awareness-building.

3.
Regional organizations could, as necessary, collaborate with BDT in this area.

1
Introduction

The purpose of this contribution is to present the input of the Administration of the Central African Republic to measures for improving, in terms of both quality and quantity, the participation of African countries in the work of the ITU-D study groups.

The proposals comprise the following points:

–
measures to be taken by the African administrations;

–
the role of the Regional Offices;

–
relations with international and regional telecommunication organizations.

2
Measures to be taken by the African administrations

Owing to the mobility of staff in different positions of responsibility and to the difficult circulation of information in the administration, ITU's objectives and working processes are little known. Consequently, the work of the study groups is not brought to the attention of the competent persons that have the potential to make a useful contribution to that work.

Furthermore, since financial resources are limited, the funding of missions to participate in meetings is not given high priority by the administration.

In the light of the above, the following measures are proposed:

–
to set up a unit within the administration or, failing this, to designate a senior-level official to coordinate activities and relations between the administration and ITU;

–
to promote the use of electronic media and the exchange of information by electronic means between the administrations themselves and between the administrations and ITU;

–
to the extent possible, to finance the participation of experts from developing countries in the work of the study groups when relevant contributions are presented for consideration.

3
Role of the Regional Offices

The ITU area representatives should be used as a vehicle for raising awareness of the African countries regarding the need to participate more actively in the work of the study groups. To this end, it would appear necessary:

–
to strengthen ITU's regional presence by giving the Regional Offices greater responsibility for activities in the different countries;

–
to establish ongoing contact with the administrations in order to better understand their needs and propose appropriate solutions;

–
to keep the administrations better informed on the working processes of ITU and of the work of the ITU-D study groups.

4
Relations with regional and international telecommunication organizations

Each regional and international organization working in the field of telecommunications has a specific mandate set out in its constitutional texts. In general, though, the ultimate objective is the development of telecommunications. It would therefore seem useful for ITU to form alliances with regional or international organizations in order to join forces on work which is of common interest. Preparatory meetings may thus be organized at the same time as statutory meetings. Groups of experts could be set up to ensure the quality and follow-up of the contributions.

______________

Contact point:
Mr. Josué Yongoro, Ministère des postes, télécommunications et des nouvelles technologies (Central African Republic)
Tel.: +236 640192 / Fax: +236 612313 / e-mail: yongoro@intnet.cf

R:\REFTXT00\ITU-D\SG-D\SG01\100\119e.doc
20.07.00
26.07.00
(111154)
R:\REFTXT00\ITU-D\SG-D\SG01\100\119e.doc
20.07.00
26.07.00
(111154)


