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FOR ACTION
Question 7/1: 
Universal access/service

STUDY GROUP 1
SOURCE:
MALI

TITLE:
UNIVERSAL SERVICE: THE COUNTRIES OF THE AFRICA REGION

________

The text reproduced below (replies to the questionnaire on universal access/service) is to be added at the end of Document 1/115(Add.1)-E.

Questionnaire on universal access/service (UA/US)

	
	How are USOs financed?
	How do you calculate the amount for US?
	Does your country have a US fund?
	Is there an audit to determine compliance with US obligations?
	Is there consultation to determine the appropriateness of US obligations?
	Documentation

	Botswana
	*
TO revenues
*
Government 
subsidies
	As a percentage of turnover as social obligations for the licensed operators
	No
	No
	No
	No document

	Eritrea
	*
TO revenues
*
Other: Fines, 
grants, 
donations, etc.
	
	Yes
	No
	No
	Eritrean declaration 1998

	Gabon
	*
TO revenues
	Will be determined by the intermediary regulator
	Yes
Forthcoming legislation calls for the establishment of a fund of this type, which will be managed by the regulator
	This type of audit is provided for under the forthcoming legislation to regulate the telecommunication sector
	No
	All the documents on future regulation and policy to be applied at the national level in Gabon are under consideration by the authorities.

	Ghana
	*
TO revenues
	1% net revenues contribution by operators
	Yes
Paid to the operator, distribution is yet to be decided
	No
	No
	*
National 
Communications 
(1994)
*
policy (2000)

	Kenya
	*
TO revenues
	
	No
	Yes
	No, but there is growing concern over the need for consultation
	*
Telecommunication 
and postal sector 
policy statement 
(April 1999)
*
Regulations 
pursuant to Kenya 
Communications 
Act 1998


	Madagascar
	*
TO revenues
*
Public subsidies
	Study undertaken by OMRT
	Yes, all telecommunication operators pay an annual contribution equivalent to 2% of the annual turnover net of accounting tax. This contribution is collected and managed by the regulator.
	Yes
	No
	Decree No. 99-191 on the arrangements for implementing and financing access to telecommunication services
Act No. 96-034 dated 27 January 1997

	Mali
	*
TO revenues
	Not yet decided, since there is only one operator.
	No
	Not yet
	Not yet
	

	Morocco
	Contribution of 4% of turnover from all operators
	The total net cost of providing US is the sum of the net costs borne by fixed public telecommunication network operators in respect of subscriber connection costs, fixed subscription charges, installation of payphones, the enquiries service and the subscriber directory.
	No
	Yes
	No
	Act 24-96 of 1997
Decree No. 2-97-1026 of 1998

	Mauritania
	*
TO revenues
*
Government 
subsidies
*
Interconnection 
charges
*
Other (universal 
access fund)
	A decree under Act 99019 will specify the arrangements for financing and managing the universal access fund.
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	


	Niger
	*
TO revenues
*
Government 
subsidies
*
4% of operators' 
turnover
	4% of annual turnover for all private operators and 1.5% for the incumbent operator until the end of the exclusivity period (2004).
	Yes, the 4% of turnover collected annually is paid into a special account and managed by the regulatory authority, which awards the contract for providing US on the basis of an invitation to tender.
	Yes
	Yes, through an invitation to tender issued by the regulatory authority, a TO can be awarded a licence which will ensure a turnover enabling it to meet USOs.
	

	Tanzania
	*
TO revenues
Modalities of financing USOs are in process
	Not yet devised
	No, the fund is in the process of being established.
	Yes
	Yes, the National Telecommunication Consultation Forum is convened annually to discuss issues pertaining to Infocommunication development in the country which among other things will be the need for Service Obligation and/or licensing conditions.
	The documents relating to US are still under review. We shall send them to you once they are ready.

	Chad
	This will be decided by the regulatory authority
	This will be decided by the regulatory authority
	No
	
	Telecommunications in Chad are in the throes of restructuring, and it will be for the regulatory body now being set up to specify the US obligation, which is an integral part of TOs' mandates
	


	Togo
	*
TO revenues
*
Government 
subsidies
	Percentage of income
	Yes
	Yes, an audit is being introduced
	Choice of second operator, TELECEL, was made following public consultation.
	*
Telecommunication 
Act, 1998
*
Declaration of 
sectoral policy by 
the Government, 
1996

	Tunisia
	There is no USO
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	


__________

______________

Contact point:
Mr Baba Konate, Société des télécommunications du Mali (SOTELMA), Bamako (Mali)
Tel.:
+223 216863/215280
Fax:
+223 215741
E-mail:
bkonate@sotelma.ml
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