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Abstract: 

The document gives a summary of the discussions held at the meeting of the Group on the structure and working methods of the ITU-D Study Groups (Geneva, 31 January – 1 February 2000).

For reasons of economy, not all documents mentioned in the summary are attached.  They can be consulted at http://www.itu.int/ITU-D-StGrps/ or obtained at the Study Group Secretariat.
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Opening remarks
In his opening remarks, Mr. Hamadoun Touré, Director of BDT, complimented the Group for the work undertaken so far. He recalled some of the items of particular interest, like the reduction of the cost and volume of documentation, and the use of electronic means to facilitate the work of the Study Groups. He also mentioned that a proposal would be made in order to envisage the possibility of suppressing certain Questions between two World Telecommunications Development Conferences in case of no contributions and no interest in them. He congratulated the Vice-Chairperson, Mr. Plesse, on his work done to present the document on the comparison of the working methods of Study Groups in the three ITU Sectors.

1.
Approval of the Agenda
The draft Agenda was approved and is annexed. The list of participants is also attached.

2.
Approval of the Draft summary of the conclusions of the first meeting of the Group on 15-16 December 1999 (Document GSWM/003)
Editorial and important amendments were made to the document. Among them, the following are indicated:

Item 4.2.3 second hyphen was amended in order to have the list of abbreviations of the meetings based on only one language and translated into the other two languages.
New item 4.3.4 will mention that the reports of the Rapporteur’s Groups meetings should include the number of participants at and the number of contributions received for the meeting. 

A sentence was added to the first point in item 4.4.1 in order to give more flexibility to the Rapporteurs to present the result of their work, given the voluntary nature of their contributions.

Some participants requested to define the term “temporary document” mentioned on pages 2 and 3 of the document. The definition and use of such kind of document in the Standardization and the Radiocommunication Sectors do not coincide. The participants being in disagreement on this item, the term was not defined at this stage.

The revised document (GSWM/003(Rev.1) is attached.

3.
Outstanding items from the first meeting

3.1
Liaison statements (Document GSWM/002)

This item was discussed during a telephone conference with Mr. Gabrielli, Chairperson Study Group 1 and author of the contribution, who could not be present at the meeting. He explained that the purpose of this document was to reduce the practice of liaison statements in order to speed up the work on the Questions. He presented the five proposals made in his contribution.

Mr. Kisrawi, Chairperson of Study Group 2, proposed the following solution: to establish from now that liaison statements between the Chairpersons of the two Study Groups will be abolished and problems will be solved through informal contacts. As far as the contacts among Rapporteurs are concerned, he suggested that liaison statements should be discouraged, but proposed to discuss the matter at the next meeting of the ITU-D Study Groups Management Team on 1 March 2000 (a.m.). Most of the Rapporteurs will be present at that meeting. Mr. Gabrielli and the other participants agreed to this.

3.2
Proposal for the titles of ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2 (Document GSWM/008)

The Group decided to accept the title proposed for Study Group 1, but deleted the footnote.

The title of Study Group 2 will read: “Development and management of telecommunication services and networks”. The footnote will be deleted.

Mr. Kisrawi suggested to draft Terms of Reference for each Study Group and present them to the next WTDC.

The amended document GSWM/008(Rev.2) is annexed1.

4.
Electronic facilities for submission and access to ITU-D Study Groups’ documents, publications and discussion groups (Document GSWM/009)
The document presented by the BDT Secretariat was noted with interest. It was agreed to create within each Study Group an Electronic Document Handling (EDH) group, as is the case in the other Sectors, in order to collaborate with the Secretariat on the matter of electronic facilities for ITU-D Study Groups. It was recommended that a complete and updated document be presented to the Study Group meetings in September 2000.

5.
Comparison of the working methods of the Study Groups in the three Sectors based on Resolutions 3 and 4 of WTDC-98, and on the relevant resolutions and recommendations of ITU-R and ITU-T (Document GSWM/007)
The Director BDT and all other participants congratulated Mr. Plesse for the great work done. The document was found extremely useful for the work to be accomplished in view of the next WTDC. It was mentioned that the other two Sectors will have their Assemblies in 2000, and will probably review the rules of procedures and the working methods of their Study Groups.  The Group decided to take into account the results of these Assemblies as well as the results of the debate on the relevant provisions of the PP-98 Convention and Resolution 82 regarding the approval of Questions and Recommendations in these Assemblies in their work. 

The group also decided to discuss under this Agenda item Document 011 “Proposition to reformulate Resolutions 3 and 4 WTDC-98” presented by the Vice-Chairperson of Study Group 1, Mr. D. Touré. The participants discussed the structure to be given to the future documents relating to the working methods of the ITU-D Study Groups. Some participants preferred the ITU-R method; others preferred the ITU-T method. It was finally decided to first agree on the headings and thereafter on the structure of the documents. Mr. Plesse will draft these headings taking into consideration the proposals contained in Document GSWM/011, as well as the suggestions made during the meeting by Mr. Kisrawi and the BDT Secretariat. The draft will be circulated for comments among the members of the Group. The draft text should be ready by the end of January 2001 in order to submit it to TDAG in Spring 2001. Consultations will be done by electronic means, and the result of the work will be submitted to the next meeting of the Group, if any.

6.
Proposal on the role of WTDCs with regard to the ITU-D Study Groups

Mr. Plesse will consider this matter while drafting the document on ITU-D Study Groups establishment, structure and working methods.

7.
Proposed modifications of documents on

7.1
Reduction of the cost and volume of documentation for ITU-D Study Group activities (Document GSWM/001(Rev.1))

After presentation of this document by the BDT Secretariat, the following amendments were made:

· documents for action (page 1, item 1) to include “temporary documents”.  The procedures for treating documents for action (page 2, item 3) should also mention that documents originating from the Rapporteurs will be translated if they reach the BDT Secretariat not later than one month prior to the Study Group meeting to be in line with the decision taken under Agenda item 2 (see above).

· On documents for information the following was decided: 
· Information documents submitted by Member States and Sector Members should include a summary.

· The list of information documents provided by the BDT Secretariat should include summaries, if provided by the contributor. This list and the summaries, to the possible extent, will be provided in three languages.

· These documents will not be distributed to participants but will be available at the BDT Secretariat upon request.

· On background documents, it was pointed out that the electronic version of these documents will also be provided, if available.

· On ITU-D Study Group publications it was noted that the working languages are already established and cannot be chosen. The sentence on outside translation (page 3, bottom of table) will be deleted.
· Chapter 3 on Distribution of documents – use of electronic media was substantially reduced, deleting all the parts that were originally drafted for conferences and which are not relevant for Study Group work.  Paragraphs 3.1.3 to 3.2.3 to be deleted.

· On chapter 4: the exceptions relating to statutory texts has been deleted.  Paragraph 4.2 has also been deleted.
· Chapter 6 (now 5) has been modified as follows:  PP-98 Resolution 66 is under implementation by those concerned.  Mr. D. Touré stressed the need to think on how developing countries will have access to the Web.

· On Annex 1 “Template for Contributions”, it was pointed out that the contributor will propose if his document is for action or for information. The Study Group Chairpersons and the Rapporteurs will ultimately decide if a document is for action or information. The proposed template is to be considered as a trial for the next meeting.  The actions that will be taken concerning the electronic document submission might modify this template.

The revised version of this document will be distributed to all participants for comments, and will then be sent directly to TDAG without further discussion. The BDT Secretariat will circulate the comments among all the members of the Group. Document GSWM/001(Rev.2) is attached1.

7.2
Guidelines for Rapporteurs (Document GSWM/005)

Some modifications were made on page 4, items 4.6 and 4.7 of the document. It was also observed that item 5.6 on page 6 should be amended to include that the meeting report should be prepared by the Rapporteur in consultation with the BDT Secretariat. Document GSWM/005 as amended was approved and is attached1.
7.3
Reference document for the ITU-D Study Groups (Document GSWM/006)

The document, containing minor modifications from the previous version, was approved and is to be sent to TDAG.
8.
Proposed modifications to:

8.1
Appendix to Resolution 4, section 3 WTDC-98: Deletion of Questions (Document GSWM/010)

The document presented by the BDT Secretariat envisages the possibility of deletion of Questions between WTDCs under certain conditions. The group decided to retain the principle and to give the document to Mr. Plesse for consideration while drafting the document on ITU-D Study Groups establishment, structure and working methods.

8.2
Resolutions 3 and 4 WTDC-98 (Document GSWM/011)

This document, which was fully supported by France, was discussed under agenda item 5 (see above).
9.
Definition of the role of ITU-D Study Groups’ Management Team (Document GSWM/004)
The document was approved with some modifications on page 3. It was proposed that the Director of BDT be the Chairperson of the ITU-D Study Groups Management Team.  Document GSWM/004(Rev.1), as amended, is attached1.

10.
Date and place of the next meeting of the Group

The Group agreed that Mrs Nzagi and Mr. Plesse will decide on the date of the next meeting of the Group, possibly after the Standardization Conference in October 2000.  The meeting should be held in time in order to submit contributions to the TDAG meeting in Spring 2001.

11.
Any other business

The BDT Secretariat proposed that the document which the Chairperson of the Group will send to TDAG be structured as follows:
Part 1:
Reduction of the cost and volume of documentation

Part 2:
Review of the working methods of the ITU-D Study Groups

a)
immediate proposals (titles of Study Groups, reference document)

b)
information on other issues under consideration

This structure was agreed upon.

Mrs. Nzagi thanked all the participants, the BDT Secretariat and the interpreters, and closed the meeting.

Annexes:
- Agenda of the meeting (Document GSWM/OJ/002(Rev.1)
- Final list of participants
- Summary of the conclusions of the first meeting of the Group on 15-16 December 1999 (Document GSWM/003(Rev.1) 1
- Proposal for the titles of ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2 
(Document GSWM/008(Rev.2) 1
- Reduction of the cost and volume of documentation for ITU-D Study Group activities (Document GSWM/001(Rev.2) 1
- Guidelines for Rapporteurs (Document GSWM/005) 1
- Definition of the role of ITU-D Study Groups’ Management Team (Document GSWM/004(Rev.1) 1
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