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FOR ACTION



Question 14/1: 	The role of telecommunications in social and cultural development, including the protection and promotion of indigenous culture and identity
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SOURCE:	RAPPORTEUR FOR QUESTION 14/1



TITLE:	STATUS AND PROPOSED WORKPLAN



________

Action required:

The meeting is invited to consider this document and provide comments.



Abstract: 

The document describes the progress to date and presents a workplan for the next period.





�	Introduction 

This question was proposed by New Zealand and, as originally introduced, was concerned with both the inclusion of indigenous peoples in matters relating to telecommunications and with the claims of indigenous peoples for sovereignty over certain telecommunications aspects, for example, spectrum. 

At the meeting of Study Group 1 in September 1998, it was suggested that the question use a wider definition which would include all underprivileged, or marginalized, communities – minorities, the poor, youth, women, handicapped.



2.	Actions Undertaken 1998-1999

The progress during 1998-1999 has been modest. Several calls have gone out to the rapporteur group with no response.

Specific items which have been pursued include: 

New Zealand presented a questionnaire at the September meeting (document 1/018). However it is felt that this questionnaire is too narrow and should be broadened before it is circulated; 

Significant input has been received from WIPO as an outcome of the 1998 Round Table on Intellectual Property and Indigenous People; 

A liaison has been established with the World Bank Indigenous Knowledge for Development initiative. The rapporteur is a member of the advisory committee; 

An advisory group is being established, initially with Canadian representation from the Centre for Traditional Knowledge, the Dene Cultural Institute, The Centre for Aboriginal Culture, Research and Education, Departments of Industry Canada, Human Resources Development and Foreign Affairs; 

Direct liaison has been established with the Global Knowledge Partnership which is led by the World Bank. Aspects of this question will be addressed in the program of the Global Knowledge 2000 conference in Malaysia. 



	Approach and Workplan for 1999-2000 

The question addresses a very broad area and it is unlikely that significant results will be achieved if it maintains too broad a perspective. Furthermore, in the academic and donor communities, there is an overwhelming amount of study being done which relates to technology and its social and cultural impact. 

The workshop which addressed traditional knowledge at the Global Knowledge 97 conference emphasized several topics for further research. Among these were the need to address intellectual property protection and community-held knowledge and the issue of technology and community-held knowledge - is it an amplifier or threat. 

It is proposed that the following approach be taken: 

The question focus on two principal streams: issues of intellectual property and sovereignty and issues of impact from a social and cultural perspective. 

The treatment of intellectual property will led by Mr. Everton of New Zealand, who has considerable experience in indigenous and minority intellectual property and sovereignty issues. 

The treatment of social and cultural impact will focus on marginalized, mostly rural, often isolated communities. It will take as its point of departure the considerable work being done in Aboriginal communities and the evaluation work which is now being undertaken in the growing number of telecentre communities in Africa, Asia and Latin America. It will seek to integrate these observations into the general case. Both the negative argument (e.g. dilution of culture and values) and the positive case (eg. technology as amplifier of local assets, cultural/economic intersection) will be addressed. Factors to encourage the development of local content will be a priority concern. Liaison with Question 10/2 will be established. 

With respect to non geographically-specific marginalized communities, the question will assign priority to women as a group and will liaise with the Task Force on Gender Issues. 

The work program will concentrate on developing a series of case studies which can be analyzed to produce a series of recommendations. 

The plan for 1999-2000 is proposed to be: 

Q3 1999	Renewed call for participation from members 

Q4 1999 	Establish liaison with Question 10/2 and Task Force on Gender Issues;

Formalize committee of experts from aboriginal communities and rural telecentre communities; 

Activate Internet-based discussion group; 

Engage graduate student to perform literature searches and to moderate discussion group; 

Issue questionnaire with amendments and a call for case studies; 

Convene informal workshop at the African Development Forum, Addis Ababa, September 24-28, 1999. 

Q1 2000	Convene formal workshop on March 5-6, 2000 to coincide with the 

Global Knowledge 2000 conference in Kuala Lumpur. 

Q2 2000 	Produce initial report and representative case studies. 
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