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Action required:

Participants are invited to consider the report and provide guidance for future work.

Abstract:

This document contains the report of the meeting of the Rapporteur Group on Question 9/1, which was held in Geneva on 5 and 6 August 1999.

�1	Introduction

The first meeting of the Rapporteur Group on Question 9/1 (Impact of the introduction and utilization of new technologies on the regulatory environment of telecommunications) was held in Geneva on 5 and 6 August 1999. Seven participants (including from ITU) representing four countries attended the meeting.

2	Approval of the agenda and objectives of the Question and results expected from the rapporteur group as identified at the first meeting of Study Group 1 (September 1998)

The agenda having been adopted, and following a brief reminder of the objectives and expected results, discussion began on various new technologies such as GMPCS and IP telephony. Discussion of the latter item evoked the need to coordinate activities in this area with the Focus Group on Internet and the study groups of the other two ITU Sectors (ITU-T, ITU-R) in order to avoid duplication of work. The subject should be considered at the Study Group 1 meeting (Geneva, 30 August - 3 September 1999). Liaison statements will be sent to the other rapporteur groups of ITU�D Study Groups 1 and 2 and to those of ITU-T and ITU-R. Senegal will submit a list of new technologies and their definitions to the next meeting.

3	Discussion of input documents

The following contributions were considered:

•	RGQ7/002: Telecommunication regulation in the environment of new information and communication technologies.

•	RGQ7/003: Telecommunication development in Senegal.

•	RGQ7/004: Initial results of the survey on telecommunication regulation, extracted from the ITU/BDT regulatory database.

•	RGQ7/005: Questionnaire on the impact of the introduction and utilization of new technologies on the regulatory environment of telecommunications.

•	RGQ7/006: Contribution to ITU-T Study Group 3.

•	1/048: Liaison statement to ITU-T Study Groups 2, 3 and 13 and ITU-D Study Group 1.

The above contributions aroused considerable interest, and the following conclusions were drawn:

•	The liberalization of infrastructures and regulation of new technologies require the establishment of an independent regulatory body.

•	Document RGQ7/005 was not applicable for the time being as the information sought could be obtained from UNESCO and BDT.

•	Part of Document RGQ7/006 would be used in drafting the report.

4	Present situation of the regulatory environment in developing countries

Document RGQ7/004, containing preliminary information on the annual regulatory survey for 1999, provided a response to agenda item 4, on the present situation of the regulatory environment in developing countries.

�5	Preparatory work for the next meeting of Study Group 1 (Geneva, 30 August - 3 September 1999)

In order to prepare the next meeting of Study Group 1 (Geneva, 30 August - 3 September 1999), it was suggested that an electronic forum be set up for the exchange of ideas and information between the rapporteur groups for Questions 9/1, 13/1 and 12/1, with a view to preparing responses to the issues raised in Document 1/048 in relation to those Questions.

Following consideration of the structure of the final report on Question 3/1 of the first study period (1995-1998) (Impact of the introduction and utilization of new technologies on the commercial and regulatory environment of telecommunications), the structure of the final report on Question 9/1 was determined, as annexed hereto.

On the basis of the conclusions of the final report, draft recommendations will be prepared, if required.

Given the low number of contributions, participants were urged to submit contributions with a view to developing the final report.

6	Consideration of the work programme for 1999-2002

Given the relatively low number of participants at the meeting owing to the fact that it had been impossible to arrange it at an earlier date, the Rapporteur said that he hoped to be able to hold the meeting in the year 2000 earlier on in the year.

The possibility of holding the group's next meeting in conjunction with the seminar on GMPCS for the Africa region would be investigated.
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