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Requested action:


The participants are invited to make recommendations on the proposals contained in the document.


Summary:


This document contains proposals for improving the quantitative and qualitative participation of developing countries in the work of ITU�D study groups.


1	Introduction


The telecommunication development study groups consider specific telecommunication issues of interest to developing countries. The study groups are few in number and established for a limited period, taking into account the resources available. They have specific terms of reference, address questions and problems of priority interest to developing countries and are task-oriented.


2	Participation of developing countries


The rate of participation (in number of people) of developing countries in the last set of meetings (September 1998) was on average 46 per cent for each of the two study groups.


The rate of representation by country/organization is 57 per cent.


�
Virtually no contributions were received from developing countries for the meetings (apart from one contribution from the Caribbean Telecommunication Union (CTU) and one from the Chairperson of Study Group 2, who is a national of a developing country).


3	Decisions and recommendations adopted to strengthen the participation of developing countries


3.1	WTDC�98 Resolution 5, considering the need to improve participation of developing countries in the work of ITU, instructed the Director of BDT:


"in close collaboration with the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau and with the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, to consider and implement the best ways and means to assist developing countries, and in particular least developed countries, in preparing for and participating actively in the work of the three Sectors, and notably in the Sector advisory bodies and conferences and in the study groups of particular relevance to developing countries".


One of the means adopted by BDT was to finance the participation of least developed countries in the work of the study groups. This has resulted in greater participation, which nevertheless still needs to be improved in qualitative terms.


3.2	Memorandum by the African countries (Document 1/219�2/295, October 1997)


This memorandum was submitted to the meeting of Study Group 1 in September 1997 (first study period), which adopted it and transmitted it to WTDC�98, which in turn also adopted it.


The authors of the memorandum requested BDT:


"to assist the African countries in:


1)	organizing consultation meetings and preparatory meetings;


2)	preparing meetings of regional or subregional groups of experts;


3)	circulating questionnaires on subjects studied in the Sector and promoting participation by developing countries in ITU�D activities;


4)	using appropriate computer facilities, forums, workshops and seminars to publicize the work and output of the study groups;


5)	enhancing regional presence".


3.3	Study Group 1 requested the Director of BDT:


3.3.1	"to take all appropriate measures and steps to allow:


a)	the active rapporteurs and associate rapporteurs to participate in the work and study of the questions that fall within the purview of the study group and in regional/subregional meetings dealing with those questions;


b)	the vice-chairpersons to participate in the activities of the Sector within the scope of the role and terms of reference of Study Groups 1 and 2, and to assist the study groups in preparing and organizing the regional and subregional meetings;


c)	a work programme to be put forward in consultation with the vice-chairpersons";


3.3.2	"to submit to the Plenipotentiary Conference (Minneapolis, 1998):


a)	a note on the activities of the regional and area offices;


�
b)	a plan to restructure the offices so as to enable them to respond adequately and efficiently to the decentralized activities of the three Sectors".


4	Proposed action to improve the participation of developing countries in the work of study groups


Since the study groups deal with problems of priority interest to developing countries, it is of the utmost importance that the latter take part in the discussions and help draft recommendations relevant to their countries.


To give effect to the above recommendations and decisions, the following actions are proposed:


4.1	Financing of the participation of developing countries


BDT should continue to finance the participation of least developed countries. Some developing countries are unable to finance their participation in the work of the study groups. It would be useful to help them after examining their situation on a case-by-case basis.


4.2	Improved quality of participation


The participants from developing countries do not make sufficient written contributions to the work of the study groups, for a number of reasons:


•	Those with the required knowledge and skills may not be able to participate (problem of financing, workload in their administration/organization).


•	The required knowledge and skills may simply not exist. If that is the case, the country's participation in study group meetings would serve more to listen and learn than to contribute to the debate on matters of substance.


How can BDT help solve this fundamental problem?


4.2.1	Training activities


We suggest that a special item be placed on the agendas of the study group meetings to identify a subject (or subjects) on which developing countries require information. One or two topics should be chosen.


The topics will then be discussed at subsequent study group meetings during one-hour or two-hour information sessions (including the screening of videos on existing technology), depending on the importance of the subject. Those sessions will help improve the skills and knowledge of participants from developing countries with a view to enabling them to participate more actively in the discussions and submit written contributions.


If one-hour or two-hour sessions are deemed insufficient, knowledge-building seminars should perhaps be organized on the proposal of the study group concerned five months before the study group meetings in order to enable members from developing countries to contribute more effectively to the action to be taken to address their concerns.


In BDT, the "focal points" in charge of follow-up of study group questions and implementation of the Valletta Action Plan (VAP) will be asked to inform the study group secretariat of any forum (seminar, workshop, etc.) organized on topics of current interest. Active rapporteurs, and associate rapporteurs and staff concerned by the topics discussed during the forums will be informed and invited to participate.


�
4.2.2	Mechanism for regional coordination and exchange


The regions that have set up a coordination and exchange mechanism on the work of the study groups and require BDT assistance are invited, if they so desire, to inform BDT, which will examine possible arrangements for such assistance in cooperation with the ITU regional offices. To that end, the study group vice�chairpersons, representing the regions, will certainly be able to play a key coordination role between the study group members concerned and the ITU regional offices.


4.2.3	Establishment of subregional/regional groups of experts


We suggest that the vice-chairpersons, in cooperation with the ITU regional offices and the "focal points" concerned, establish such groups in the areas needing them.


The mission of the groups of experts will be to participate in the work of the study groups and above all to make quality contributions. The financing of their participation can be examined in line with § 4.1 above.


4.2.4	Organization of regional and subregional meetings


Within the limits of its possibilities, BDT will help prepare and organize regional and subregional meetings. The meetings will be organized through each region's coordination and exchange mechanism.


4.2.5	Work programme


On the basis of the recommendations adopted by the two study groups, a work programme will be put forward by BDT, in agreement with the vice-chairpersons, and implemented. The programme will be annual and will be established at the latest in the month of October preceding the year of its application.


4.2.6	Use of computer technology


The use of computer technology (electronic mail) will be promoted by creating discussion centres on the questions assigned to the study groups using electronic mail or the Web.


5	Conclusion


These are but a few suggestions for improving the participation of developing countries in the work of the study groups.


With your comments/suggestions, we hope that the result will be decisions on concrete action. Rest assured that we in BDT will do all in our power to implement them.
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