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Action required: 


The participants are invited to amend this document.


Abstract: 


This document contains a summary of the comments made by participants in Study Group 1. The summary will be forwarded to Study Group 2.


�
•	In general, the document was appreciated for its relevance. The problems raised reflect reality. The proposals made by BDT were appreciated.


However, the following comments were made:


4	Proposed action to improve the participation of developing countries in the work of study groups


•	The proposals had been made on the basis of suppositions. More detailed analysis would be desirable.


	The role of TDAG had been ignored in the proposals.


•	Document 1/57 should be transmitted to TDAG (where all ITU regional offices are represented) with the deliberations of both study groups attached.


4.1	Financing of the participation of developing countries


•	BDT should continue to finance the participation of the least developed countries and of experts from developing countries which are unable to finance their participation in the work of the study groups.


•	BDT must finance the participation of those who are genuinely concerned with the work of the study groups.


4.2	Improved quality of participation


The participants from developing countries do not make sufficient written contributions to the work of the study groups for reasons other than those specified in the document:


•	Decision-makers do not always understand the usefulness of these meetings. It is therefore necessary to raise their awareness so that they allow their experts to participate in the work of the study groups.


•	The channels for transmission of invitations do not always reach the specialists concerned.


•	There is a problem of organization in the developing countries which explains why the information sometimes fails to reach the right place.


•	In the other Sectors (ITU-R and ITU-T), the experts concerned receive personal invitations. BDT should learn from the methods used by those Sectors.


•	Those with the required knowledge and skills are unable to participate in meetings for lack of funds.


How can BDT help solve this fundamental problem of improving the quality of participation of the developing countries?


Other proposed solutions:


4.2.1	Training activities


In addition to the BDT proposals,


•	it is necessary to use the centres of excellence to organize certain ad hoc training activities and thus benefit from the competence of bodies such as NORTEL and IRCT.


	Training activities must be backed up by pilot projects in the centres of excellence.


�
•	Decision-makers should be made aware of the importance of the study groups so that they release their experts to participate in meetings.


•	The work of the Global Telecommunication University should be exploited.


•	In order to develop local expertise, it is suggested that bilateral cooperation activities between universities in developed countries and those in developing countries be expanded.


•	BDT should provide a service whereby it is possible to scan relevant publications, make a summary of them and post them on the Web in electronic form.


4.2.2	Mechanism for regional coordination and exchange


•	It is important to involve not only the chairpersons, vice-chairpersons and ITU regional offices but also the regional and subregional organizations in the setting up of such mechanisms.


•	A clear mandate for the vice-chairpersons must be established.


	The regional coordination mechanism should enable the regions to collaborate and harmonize their viewpoints on subjects of importance for the region.


4.2.3	Establishment of subregional/regional groups of experts


•	Individuals must be identified and a network of experts set up in the regions requiring one.


•	Groups of experts must also be formed at subregional level.


4.2.4	Organization of regional and subregional meetings


These meetings must also involve the regional organizations of the region.


4.2.5	Work programme


•	A work programme involving the management teams of the two study groups must be prepared for the next TDAG on 13 and 14 September 1999.


__________
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