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________

Action required:

Participants are invited to consider this document and to provide written comments and proposals before the next meeting of the Group (Berlin, 23-25 January 2001) in order to facilitate the discussion.

_____

The Chairman, Mrs Elizabeth NZAGI welcomed the participants. There were 14 participants representing 11 countries.

1.
Approval of the Agenda (Doc. GSWM/OJ/003)
The draft agenda was approved.

2. Approval of the draft summary of the conclusions of the second meeting of the Group, Geneva, 31 January – 1 February 2000 (Document GSWM/012(Rev.1))
The Chairman, Mrs. NZAGI, presented the document. The BDT Secretariat informed that the French delegation had requested to amend item 8.2 to read as follows: “This document was discussed under agenda item 5 (see above).”

The Chairman of Study Group 2, Mr. Nabil KISRAWI, pointed out that TDAG had seen the document. He proposed to note the amendments from France in the minutes of the GSWM meeting. He also proposed that the Group look (as background and information) at the results of the Working Group on ITU Reform, which met in Geneva in November 2000. In fact, the decisions of this Working Group on Reform may affect the work of the ITU-D Study Groups. He was rather surprised to observe that participants in that meeting did not seem to know what ITU-D is doing, in particular Study Group 1, which is of a regulatory nature. Some countries, mainly developed countries, requested the abolishment of the ITU-D Study Groups.

The representative of AT&T, Ms Jane COFFIN, stated that some people believe that the Study Groups should adopt a more flexible and faster approach to items to be studied. The Chairman considered this issue an important one to be considered. The Group decided to collect and study the relevant documents from the Working Group on ITU Reform concerning the ITU Study Groups.

The representative of Ukraine added that another crucial issue was the follow-up of the results of the Study Group work.

3.
Results of the Radiocommunication Assembly (Istanbul, 1-5 May 2000) concerning ITU-R Study Groups

The representative of BR, Dr. Kevin Hugues, presented the main results of the Radio Assembly concerning the working methods of the Study Groups in the Radiocommunication Sector. In particular, he explained the resolution on the alternative approval procedure and on the identification of questions suitable for this procedure.

The Vice-Chairman of Study Group 1, Mr. Dietmar PLESSE, outlined that it was important to look at the decisions taken in the other Sectors, but that the Group had to consider that the Development Sector has only two Study Groups.

4.
Conclusions of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Montreal, 27 September – 6 October 2000) concerning ITU-T Study Groups

The representative of TSB, Mr. Francisco CANTERO, presented the main results of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly concerning the work of the Study Groups. He pointed out that the Assembly decided to empower TSAG to approve and modify A-series recommendations, whereas only the Assembly can approve resolutions.

The representative of Jordan, Mr. Mahmoud WREIKAT, reminded that WTSA-00 Resolution 17 talks about issues of interest to developing countries.

The Chairman of ITU-D Study Group 2 underlined that the expression “limited period of time” in provision 214 of article 17 of the Convention used in the context of study groups, is not clear. Study groups are created and abolished by each Assembly or Conference, but this does not imply that the existence of the study groups is under discussion.

The Chairman of the Group acknowledged the importance of the presentations given by the representatives of the Radiocommunication and the Standardization Sectors. She concluded that these will be useful for the work of the Group.

5.
Proposed revisions to WTDC-98 Resolutions 3 and 4

5.1
Comparison of the working methods of the Study Groups in the three Sectors based on Resolution 3 and 4 of WTDC-98, and on the relevant resolutions and recommendations of ITU-R and ITU-T, including the deletion of Questions (Documents GSWM/007(Rev.1) and GSWM/016))

The BDT Secretariat introduced these two documents. The Chairman of ITU-D Study Group 2 emphasized that the results of WTSA had gone towards simplification of all the procedures of the ITU-T Study Groups. The same tendency was valid for the Radiocommunication Sector, even if the regulatory implications of the Radio Regulations complicate the situation in that environment.

· Flexible procedures – duration of the study period – duration of the mandate of the chairmen and vice-chairmen

On the ITU-D process of approval of recommendations, Mr. Nabil KISRAWI reminded that the Study Groups were indeed hampered by rigid procedures; these should be softened and lightened. He wondered how to handle the work of the ITU-D Study Groups and if the work should be organized in Questions or otherwise. He proposed to consider the timing of the choice of chairmen and vice-chairmen for four years. The duration of the mandate may be as light as possible. In the other Sectors, Questions cover the entire study period. The Focus Group solution might be considered for ITU-D.

The representative of BR stressed that the Group needed to decide on the starting point of the work, on a sort of shopping list which covers all the items to be studied. Document GSWM/017 from the BDT Secretariat contains such a list, which needs to be completed.

5.2
Proposed revision to WTDC Resolutions 3 and 4 (Documents GSWM/019 and GSWM/021))

· Approval of recommendations by ITU-D Study Group meetings

Mr. Nabil KISRAWI, as Syrian delegate, introduced Document GSWM/019 and mentioned that the proposal contained in that document was a temporary solution until WTDC-2002. He stressed that the proposal did not break the existing rules of the ITU. The Vice-Chairman of the Group, Mr. Dietmar PLESSE, seconded the proposal although he did not see the urgency of this issue. No decision was taken on this document.

· Approval and adoption of recommendations/reports

The representative of BR pointed out that the part of Resolution 4 dealing with the approval of ITU-D Study Group recommendations is not clear. For example, the terms “adoption” and “approval” are used indifferently, while they have different meaning in the Radiocommunication Sector. He also said that recommendations and requirements are different in the three ITU Sectors.

For Mr. KISRAWI the Study Groups adopt and the membership approves. After a lengthy discussion it was decided to clarify this issue with the ITU legal advisor.

The Vice-Chairman of the Group presented Document GSWM/021. He mentioned that the document was not exhaustive, and was a tentative revision of the Appendix to WTDC-98 Resolution 4. 

· Temporary documents

A discussion followed about temporary documents, which are used differently in the other two Sectors. It was concluded that the Group should indicate in the working procedures a clear definition of temporary documents. The temporary documents are created during a meeting and concern liaison statements, reports of Rapporteur’s group meetings, etc. This item is to be discussed during the next meeting of the Group.

· Limitation of the pages of a contribution

The principle of limiting the contributions to 5 pages (except contributions coming from Rapporteurs) was also retained.

· ITU-R and ITU-T approval procedures

The representative of BR explained the process of approval of recommendations in the Radiocommunication Sector. The approval procedure has two stages, the first being the adoption by the Study Groups and the second the approval by Member States, either at the Assembly or by correspondence. The ultimate approval procedure is decided by the Study Groups. Draft recommendations do not have regulatory implications to stop the approval procedure at its first stage.

The Chairman of ITU-D Study Group 2 pointed out that also the Standardization Sector has an approval procedure in two stages for recommendations of a regulatory nature. The difference with the Radiocommunication Sector is that in the Standardization Sector the consultation of Member States can be prior to the approval by the Study Group.

· Chairmen and vice-chairmen for ITU regions

Mr. PLESSE proposed not to specify that the chairmen and vice-chairmen will be from different regions, and to concentrate on the expertise of the candidates. No decision was taken during the meeting.

· Consideration of contributions

The meeting agreed that contributions requiring action from the meeting will be considered if they are received by the Director BDT not less than seven days before the opening of the meeting. Documents received by the Director less than seven days before the opening of the meeting shall not be entered on the agenda. Contributions judged of extreme importance may be admitted by the Director at shorter notice, provided that these documents are available to participants at the opening of the meeting. 

The question was raised as to who will decide on the importance of the contribution, and whether a document is for action or for information. One opinion was that the authors can decide on the status of their contribution (for action or for information). No conclusion was reached.

A proposal was made that Mr. PLESSE prepares a diagram which will help to understand the procedure of approval of recommendations. No decision was taken. 

In conclusion, Document GSWM/021(Rev.1) is to be reconsidered during the next meeting of the Group. 

5.3
Proposed other topics to be discussed
 (Documents GSWM/013, GSWM/014, GSWM/015, GSWM/017, GSWM/018, GSWM/020)

· Document GSWM/013 (Draft resolution on admission of entities or organizations to participate as associates in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups)

This was presented by the BDT Secretariat. The representative of TSB suggested not to outline in the draft resolution what associate members cannot do, because this is already clear in the provisions of the ITU Convention (provision 2 of the draft).

The representative of Switzerland, Mr. Hassane MAKKI, expressed his concern on associates that would, in the Development Sector, push Sector Members to resign and enrol as an associate. A discussion ensued on the possibility of an associate to act as a Rapporteur.

It was decided to delete the third bullet of item 2 of the resolves and to make no reference to the term “membership”.
The meeting also agreed on the following amendment to Document GSWM/013 proposed by the delegate of Switzerland: 

considering 

(b) that entities or organizations, in particular those with highly focused areas of activity, may be interested ....

The meeting agreed to deleted the invites as Council has already taken a decision. The meeting agreed in principle on the contents of the draft resolution, which will have to be revised in the light of the debate.

· Document GSWM/014 (Draft resolution on the dissemination and application of ITU-D Study Group texts) 

This document was introduced by the BDT Secretariat. Following a discussion on the relevance and convenience of such a proposal, the meeting decided not to propose such a resolution. The meeting considered that the contents of the resolutions is self evident.

· Document GSWM/015 (Revision of Resolution 5 (WTDC-1998) on enhanced participation by developing countries) 

This was presented by the BDT Secretariat. The meeting agreed to insist on the active participation of the developing countries. The following amendments were made:

- delete provisions b) and c) of the considering
- modify provision g) of the considering in view of the WRC and WTSA held in 2000

- in further instructs the Director of BDT, delete b) and improve the text of c).

The revised document will be discussed at the next meeting of the Group.

· Document GSWM/017 (Improving the structure and the working methods of the ITU-D Study Groups) 

This was presented by the BDT Secretariat, who proposed additional items under Items proposed for consideration, namely

11.
Adoption and approval of recommendations

12.
Time for submission of contributions

13.
Management teams

14.
Guidelines for Rapporteurs

15.
Terminology on Rapporteur, Co-Rapporteur, Associate Rapporteur, Other active participant

The Secretariat also read some written comments received from Mr. Michel-René LEMAÎTRE of France. These concern mainly meetings held outside Geneva. The author indicated that meetings outside Geneva may cause problems to some administrations, and proposed to encourage work by electronic means by developing e-mail discussions (as in ITU-R WP8A and 8F).

The meeting recognized Document GSWM/017 as a good basis for discussion.

· Document GSWM/018 (Draft resolution on strengthening the use of electronic document handling for the work of ITU-D Study Groups) 

The document was presented by the BDT Secretariat. The meeting wondered if BDT was going to create an EDH system for the entire BDT including ITU-D Study Groups, or a separate EDH system only for Study Groups. This issue needs to be clarified in order to finalize the resolution. Meanwhile, the following amendments were made:

- in noting


under a) delete the word increasing


b) should read the desire of ITU-D Study Group members to progress the work by using electronic means


d) to be reviewed, taking into consideration the need to also work between meetings

The revised draft resolution will be discussed at the next meeting of the Group.

· Document GSWM/020 (Translation of ITU-D Study Group documents) 

This document was introduced by the BDT Secretariat. All participants recognized that the issue of translation is a very important one and that the number of documentation to be translated should be reduced (e.g. limiting contributions to five pages and translation only of executive summaries of large reports). The meeting decided to reconsider the document, with some amendments and precisions, during the next meeting of the Group.

The issue of translation should be submitted to TDAG.
· Document GSWM/021 (Procedures to be applied by Study Groups (ex-Appendix to Resolution 4)) 

This was introduced by the Vice-Chairman of the Group, who wondered if the alternative approval procedure is needed in ITU-D. Several participants also doubted this. With the reservation of the Chairman of ITU-D Study Group 2, the meeting decided to transmit to TDAG the message that, for the moment, the Group does not see a real advantage of the alternative approval process.
6.
Date and place for the next meeting of the Group

The Vice-Chairman of the Group recalled the decisions taken during the meeting:

1) Document GSWM/021 and the three endorsed draft resolutions (GSWM/013, GSWM/015 and GSWM/018) will be amended and presented to the next meeting of the Group before their presentation to TDAG.

2) Document GSWM/020 will also be amended and completed for the next meeting. The information in this document should remain informal. 

3) The next meeting of the Group will finalize all the documents and present them to TDAG.

4) A short statement should be made in the report of the Group to TDAG to the effect that during the discussions of the Group it was clear that any copying of working methods in the Radiocommunication or Standardization Sectors is not necessarily appropriate and that the members of the Group are aware of the discussions under way in the ITU Council Reform Group.

Considering that TDAG will meet in Geneva on 22 and 23 February 2001, the Group decided to hold its next meeting by the end of January 2001.

The Vice-Chairman of the Group offered to host the meeting in Berlin, but he stressed that in this case no interpretation could be provided. The Secretariat offered to have consultations with the French-speaking participants on this proposal and to issue the invitation to the next meeting as soon as possible.

7.
Any other business

The representative of Thunderbird, Mr. Ernst BECHER, suggested that at the end of any meeting an evaluation of the meeting itself be made. This is done in workshops and seminars, and any suggestion would help to improve the process. The meeting agreed.

The Chairman of the Group thanked all the participants and closed the meeting.

__________
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STUDY GROUPS 1 AND 2
Draft Agenda of the Third meeting of the Group on the structure and working methods
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