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IMPROVING THE STRUCTURE AND THE WORKING METHODS OF THE ITU-D STUDY GROUPS – PROPOSALS FOR ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED

________

Action required:

Participants are invited to consider the proposals made in the document for improving the working methods of the ITU-D Study Groups

Abstract:

The document contains some proposals of items to be considered in the work of the Group on the Structure and Working Methods.  The revisions are the result of discussions during the meeting of the Group in November 2000.

_____

PROPOSALS FOR ITEMS FOR TEXTS ON THE STRUCTURE AND THE WORKING METHODS OF THE ITU- D STUDY GROUPS.

INTRODUCTION 

· The Working Group on ITU reform is considering various items relating to the reform of ITU, and particularly on ITU-D and its Study Groups. The following proposals are made in the framework of the existing Study Groups. 
Moreover, the ITU-R and ITU-T Sectors have organized their assemblies in 2000.
The work of the Group may have to be modified taking into account decisions taken by the above-mentioned fora. 

· These proposals for the contents of the texts on the structure and working methods of the ITU‑D Study Groups are not exhaustive. They are simply suggestions for items. All the agreed items could be put together in different Resolutions as for ITU-T, or in a single Resolution as for ITU-R. The organisation of the items in one or several Resolutions is to be decided by the Group.
The first step being to agree on the contents of the texts.

· Some proposals of specific resolutions are also made in separate documents.

ITEMS PROPOSED FOR CONSIDERATION

1.
Process and approval of final reports, new or revised recommendations and handbooks between two WTDCs

2.
Deletion of Question by and between WTDCs (Ref. Docs. 1/109 and 2/145)

3.
Process of contributions to ITU-D Study Groups (for action, for information, delayed, temporary documents, etc.)

4.
Designation of Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen and Rapporteurs (Ref. ITU-R 15-3)

5.
Terminology regarding Rapporteurs, Co-Rapporteurs and Associate Rapporteurs

6.
Structure of the Study Groups (revision of WTDC-98 Resolutions 3 "Establishment of Study Groups" and 4 "Procedures to be applied by Study Groups")

7.
Resolution on admission of entities or organizations to participate as Associates in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups (Doc. GSWM/013(Rev.1))
8.
Revision of WTDC-98 Resolution 5 "Enhanced participation by developing countries" (Doc. GSWM/015)
 (Doc. GSWM/014)
9.
Proposal of a Resolution on ITU Reform regarding items to be taken into account in the Working Group on ITU Reform concerning ITU-D Study Groups (ref. ITU-T Res. 36, WTSA‑2000)
10.
Adoption and approval of recommendations

11.
Time for submission of contributions

12.
Management teams (Doc. 1/110 – 2/148)

13.
Guidelines for Rapporteurs (Doc. 1/043(Rev.1) – 2/059(Rev.1))
14.
Terminology on Rapporteur, Co-Rapporteur, Associate Rapporteur, Other active participant

15.
Strengthening the use of electronic document handling for the work of ITU-D Study Groups (Doc. GSWM/018)
16.
Temporary documents

17.
Template/outline for proposed Questions for study by the ITU-D Sector
18.
Use of liaison statements (Doc. 1/105 – 2/140)
Special consideration on WTDC-98 Resolutions 3 and 4.

The resolutions referred to in this contribution are those adopted by WTDC-98.

1.
Establishment and scope of Study Groups (Resolution 3)

1.1
Establishment of Study Groups

The descriptions of areas of natural expertise and interest (as mentioned in the "resolves" of Resolution 3) may be modified as follows: 

Study Group 1: Descriptions of the scope (instead of the areas of natural expertise and interest) of the study

( …

( …

Study Group 2: Descriptions of the scope of the study 

( …

( …

1.2
Terms of reference of ITU-D Study Groups (Resolution 3)

( Terms of reference of ITU-D Study Group 1 (including the title)

( Terms of reference of ITU-D Study Group 2 (including the title) 

2.
Working methods to be applied by Study Groups (Resolution 4 and Appendix) 

General comments: This part has to be drafted in the light of the Final Acts of the Plenipotentiary Conference of Minneapolis.

2.1
Study Groups and other groups (Section 1 of Appendix to Resolution 4)

This section will contain:

( Creation of Study Groups and other groups 

( Powers of the Study Groups 

( NEW ( Meetings in or outside Geneva 

( Participation in meetings 
( Frequency of meetings 
( Use of e-mail-based discussion groups for each Question (Doc. 1/075 – 2/096)
( Establishment of work programmes and preparation of meetings (provision 6.1 of Resolution 4 may have to be revisited)

( Preparation of reports: the actual chapter is to be revised according to the Guidelines for Rapporteurs and their collaborators (Document 1/043(Rev.1) – 2/059(Rev.1) Chapter 5: Meetings of the Group) 

( Study Group reports to WTDC: the model of recommendation may have to be revised in its heading due to the fact that some recommendations may be approved between two WTDCs. We may have to propose two models: one for approval during WTDCs, another one between the WTDCs. (on this matter, we have been told that TSB does not put anything at the beginning of its Recommendations, while BR always puts “The Radiocommunication Assembly”, even when the Recommendation is adopted between Radio Assemblies)
2.2
Submission, processing and presentation of contributions

This section may contain: 

( Submission of contributions 

( Processing of contributions 

( NEW ( Temporary documents
This chapter is to be reviewed according to:

- The new deadlines approved by TDAG for the submission of Rapporteurs’ reports in the Guidelines for Rapporteurs and their collaborators 

- The approved document on the reduction of the cost and volume of documentation (Document 1/107-2/142) 

( Presentation of contributions 

This chapter may also be changed according to the approved document on the reduction of the cost and volume of documentation in which a model of contribution was defined. The presentation of information documents (which must include a summary) is to be taken into account, etc. 

2.3
NEW ( Development, approval and deletion of Questions

This section may contain: 

( Development of Questions 

( Approval of Questions by WTDC

( Approval of proposed Questions between two WTDCs 

( NEW ( Deletion of Questions (by the WTDC and between two WTDCs) 

2.4
Template/outline for proposed Questions and issues for study and consideration by the ITU-D Sector

No proposal for changes (Appendix to Resolution 4, Section 3A). The template may be revised.

2.5
Approval of new or revised recommendations and opinions (Appendix to Resolution 4, Section 4)

This sub chapter: 

( May be revised in the light of Article 20 of the Minneapolis Convention, and of Minneapolis Resolution 82.

( May contain the same existing headings (General, Process, Prerequisites, Procedure at study group meetings, consultation, and notification).

2.6
Support to study groups and other groups (Appendix to Resolution 4, Section 5)

( No proposal for changes in the existing text. The text may be revised.

3.
Guidelines for Rapporteurs and their collaborators as adopted by the Group on the structure and working methods of the ITU-D Study Groups and to be submitted to the next September meetings (Document 1/1043(Rev.1) – 2/059(Rev.1) 

4.
Proposed definition of the role of ITU-D Study Groups’ Joint Management Team (Document 1/110 – 2/148) 

__________
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