	WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION SOCIETY DAY

	BACKGROUND

	In recognition of ITU as the UN specialized agency for telecommunications and information and communication technologies, the World Summit on the Information Society in Tunis,

November 2005, called upon the United Nations to declare 17 May as World Information Society Day. 17 May, long recognized as World Telecommunication Day, marks the establishment of ITU in 1865. The ITU Plenipotentiary Conference in November 2006 endorsed the celebration of 17 May as World Telecommunication and Information Society Day.

	About ITU WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION SOCIETY AWARD

	The ITU World Telecommunication and Information Society Award has been created to honour individuals or institutions that have made a significant contribution to promoting, building, or strengthening a people-centred, development-oriented and knowledge-based information society. Achievement may take the form of social accomplishment, mobilization of public opinion, or a key technical innovation.
The President of Senegal, Mr Abdoulaye Wade, and Professor Muhammad Yunus, Managing Director of Grameen Bank, Bangladesh, were honoured with the 2006 Award.
H.E. Dr Margarita Cedeño de Fernández, First Lady of the Dominican Republic, Ms Mitchell Baker, on behalf of Mozilla Corporation of the United States, and Professor Mark Krivocheev of the Russian Federation were honoured with the 2007 Award.

	THEME and LAUREATES for 2008

	The theme for 2008 is

“Connecting Persons with Disabilities: ICT Opportunities for All” and the three laureates are:
· H.E. Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak, First Lady of Egypt

· Ms Andrea Saks

· Mr Hiroshi Kawamura representing the Daisy Consortium


	ACCESSIBILITY

	Achieving the goal of equitable communication for everyone requires:

Accessible design: Accessibility has to be built in into products and services from the very beginning 

Availability: Accessible products and services must be on hand to users 

Affordability: Access to products and services must be reasonable 

Finding solutions to these challenges is not always a simple matter. On the one hand, equipment and software is now available that provides amazing breakthroughs for people with disabilities. On the other hand, there are many barriers to finding the most appropriate equipment, particularly at a price that is affordable. This is a policy and digital divide issue because the majority of disabled persons, even in OECD countries, are unemployed and in low-income brackets. 

Ensuring easy and effective communication for those with disabilities is by no means a “fringe issue.” With an estimated 10 percent of the world’s population – or around 650 million people – living with a disability, this represents a significant communication challenge. And with current trends in population growth, medical advances and an increasingly greying population, this number will only grow. Which is why ITU will continue to work hard – around the world – to improve the quality of life and help build an inclusive information society.


	ITU and ACCESSIBILITY

	ITU is active in promoting greater accessibility for disadvantaged and vulnerable groups. ITU’s aim is to ensure that people with a disability enjoy the same opportunities in life as everyone else. ITU’s activities around this subject include:

•
Promoting telecommunication standards that address accessibility issues, such as the well-known “tactile identifier” standard requiring the middle key (#5) on a keyboard to be easily identified by the visually impaired

•
Promoting the development of products and services aimed at increasing accessibility, such as the “Total Conversation” service, a flexible interface which merges voice, video and text telephony

•
Helping Members States meet their obligations under Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in December 2006

•
Establishing outreach programmes such as the joint coordination activity on accessibility and human factors, and the Dynamic Coalition on Accessibility and Disabilities within the Internet Governance Forum

•
Encouraging the exchange of best practice on a wide range of accessibility issues

•
Promoting, and helping develop, Guidelines for policy makers and regulators

•
Creating greater awareness through conferences and publications

ITU’s activities in this matter are global. For instance, it has supported a number of projects for people with disabilities in Ethiopia, Senegal and Sri Lanka to encourage them to participate in social and economic activities and to make use of assistive technologies, particularly for those with hearing impairments. Around the world, you will find the ITU actively participating in pilot projects, policy creation and standardization – all towards the goal of improving the quality of life and building an inclusive information society.

http://www.itu.int/themes/accessibility/


