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Mr. President,

Let me first congratulate you on your election to the post of the President of this important meeting.  We trust that your expertise would guide us through issues needed to be resolved to prepare for a successful outcome at the World Summit on the Information Society.

Mr. President, 

My delegation also wishes to associate with the thrust and content of the statement made by the Chairperson of the Group of 77 and China.

Mr. President,

Development in ICT at breakneck speed not only is an unprecedented challenge to our societies, but also a great opportunity.  In this regard, question arises as to how to harness benefits of this phenomena for people at large within and across countries in the world.  In the face of a dilemma or a challenge affecting the world, it has now become a practice for the international community to meet at a very high level to discuss and agree on an universally acceptable road map to meet such challenges. We have held such global summits and conferences on issues such as sustainable development, environment, human rights, financing for development, housing and several others.  We are now turning our attention to an issue that could make a difference to our world, the emerging information society, and have decided to meet at the Summit level.  Sri Lanka joins others to thank those who were instrumental in this timely initiative and in particular, the indefatigable Director-General of the ITU.  Sri Lanka also appreciates the work being done by the Governments of Switzerland and Tunisia in this regard. 

Mr. President,

The Information Society is at the heart of the political, social, cultural and economic issues confronting us in the beginning of the 21st century. Therefore, the focus of the Summit should not only be technology but the human being.  We must always bear in mind that it is not enough to be connected to resolve the fundamental problems that exist in the world.  We also observe that the ICT revolution in the world is primarily private sector driven.  In some instances, State regulatory functions, both in developed and developing world, have been lagging behind thus leading to unanticipated volatility affecting adversely, both the industry and other stakeholders.  Moreover, developments in ICT has been asymmetric and sometimes discriminatory leading to a situation popularly known as a digital divide. Despite these constraints and contradictions, there is common expectation and belief that a knowledge economy is emerging and that ICT will be the main engine for economic development in the society of the future.  The developing world begins to feel that, at long last, there may be an opportunity for its poor masses to leap-frog towards development by harnessing potential of the ITC.  

It is in this context, Mr. Chairman, that Sri Lanka wishes to participate in the preparation towards the up-coming Summit. Sri Lanka reckons that by the very nature of the subject, this Summit is different from the Summit meetings on other issues and therefore requires the participation of all the stakeholders of ICT to succeed in our effort.  We recognize the need for participation of the private sector and the relevant civil society actors in the Summit, in an agreed manner.  Moreover, asymmetric spread of the core competencies and availability in ICT, both inter and intra state wise, make it necessary to address issues at the Summit in a co-operative and non confrontational manner.  It is necessary to avoid politically divisive issues that could be best addressed at other international fora. Nevertheless the very definition of the subject of ICT makes it necessary to be open minded and liberal in the approach to issues related to ICT.    It is in this spirit that Sri Lanka looks forward to contribute towards the preparation as well as to the final outcome of the Summit.

Mr. President,

Challenge for Sri Lanka as well as for many developing countries range from problems of lack of awareness to more serious issues such as access to technology, telecommunications infrastructure, standard of IT education and market access for ICT products and services.  In fact, the gross disparity in the spread of the Internet and resulting economic and social benefits not reaching those who really in need are of profound concern to us. 

Mr. President, 

We firmly believe that both at the international as well as national level Governments, the private sector and relevant segments of the civil society must unite to address these challenges.  In my country, in order to address ICT issues in a more holistic manner and to speed up the process of ICT development, the Government has decided to revisit the strategy we have been following up to now. Our authorities have set up a Steering Committee, which comprises of constituents from the IT institutions, the public as well as the private sector.  This Committee is expected to address on a continuous basis issues such as human resources development, ICT infrastructure and ICT policy reform.  It is our hope that preparations and the outcome of the WSIS will become mutually beneficial in this regard.  

Mr. President,

The key issue facing the upcoming Summit is to understand the causes and arrive at a Plan of Action to overcome the digital divide that exists both at the international and national levels. Towards this end, it is essential that we address among others, four main dimensions of ICT development, namely, Infrastructure Development, Establishment of Policy and Legal Framework, Human Resources Development as well as Industry, Market Creation and Access. It is vital that the collective resources and energies of all stakeholders of the upcoming Summit are directed towards addressing these issues.  Only then can we transform the current digital divide into a digital opportunity.

Thank you, Mr. President.        

* * * * * * *
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