Mr President, let me first of all thank our hosts, the government of Switzerland and also the International telecommunications union for making it possible for the government of Sierra Leone to be represented at this August gathering. It shows the true commitment by the developed world to give adequate opportunity to the developing world especially in the field of information for strategic development within our countries and to try to bridge the digital divide.

Mr. President, the control of information is the control of power and the key to success in the 21st century lies in the access to unlimited, available and useful information for strategic development.

Mr.President, recalling the UN General Assembly’s resolution (A/RES/56/183) of 21st December 2001, which endorsed the organisation of the World Summit on the World Information Society, Our presence here today shows that those who resolved to hold the summits in 2003and  2005 have seen the reason for a global dialogue at the summit level to make sure the digital divide becomes digital reality and equality that will finally bring the notion, GLOBAL VILLAGE to realty.

My government underscores the importance of the pending summit especially when Sierra Leone is getting back to real life aspects, like Information Technology and proper information build up after ten years of one of the most brutal wars of the late 20th century. We are also encouraged by the keen interest shown by the Secretary-General of the ITU who sent a remainder to the then Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs to send a nomination to the prep-com 1.

Mr President Digital technology, Information and its developments in Africa has seen many new developments even for us in Sierra Leone just coming out of a ten year fraticidal war, seem to be catching up with new trends and new developments within the World Information Society. 

What we need as a government is proper coordination and colaboration with the private sector and the civil society especially finding ways of reducing the cost of obtaining information and also making information available to all who need it in Sierra Leone.

Mr.President, Sierra Leone has a population of 5.1 million people and ontill a few weeks ago, telephone communication, which was destroyed during the war, has been reinstalled in Kenema and BO provincial capitals other than Freetown. Unfortunately the cost of access to the information available is rather very expensive and not available to all. 

The government run SIERRATEL Company is yet to re estalblish in the provinces although they are the only ISP provider and International communication provider. Government also wants to privatise this sector, as that could be the only way now Sierra Leone would be able to meet the challenge of the new millenium.

Mr. President it is gratifying to note that as many as four phones companies have established in Sierra Leone. Three are for mobile phones whilst the fourth gives prepaid services to fixed phones and has wireless Internet facilities. It is also good to note that one of these companies DATACOM is owned by Sierra Leoneans.

The government has tried to encourage the expansion of telecommunication and Information technology development out side the capital to rural areas to enable those outside the capital to have access to the electronic information system. This has been governments concern and we have been looking at the possibility in making that a reality. 

The shot falls in the digital divide have been of concern to government. It is a fact that we are just emerging from war and the challenge to rebuild our country is topmost on our minds. One of the major aspects we will try to include in our stratigic move to rebuild our nation is to make the Information Technology accessible to our people to the best of our ability.  

Mr. President we are here because we have been given the opportunity to participate in the prepcom 1, we will take home the ideas shared here this week and encourage our major stake holders in the Information System in sierra Leone to understand that what we resolve on here this week will be part of the greater picture when the world summit would have become a reality.

Mr. President Sierra Leone has included science and technology to the Ministry of Education. This shows the determination of the government and people to go the extra mile to make information technology a house hold experience just as it is happening in the developed world.

 Mr. President my delegation brings warm and fraternal felicitations from the government of Sierra Leone with the hope that we will always be involved in the planning and implementation at all levels. We also ask that out institutions in the private sector and the civil society in Sierra Leone be involved in planning and implementation, so that they will be able to perticipate in a way to bridge the digital divide.

Thank you for listening
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