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Proposal to change the name of the ITU

1.
Background

1.1
The results of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) confirmed the involvement of ITU in almost all action lines of work plan and Tunis Agenda, calling upon ITU to be the only UN agency to moderate/facilitate action lines C2 and C5 and to be a partner for another six action lines.

1.2
Analyzing these results, it becomes clear that only the development of content is not within the scope of ITU.  However, ITU is the only and unique inter-governmental organization to facilitate and coordinate the carriage of content through the information and communication infrastructure, including security requirement.

1.3
All former Arab Ministries of Telecommunication have been restructured to deal with both telecommunication and information technologies.  Their names have been changed accordingly.

2.
Proposal

2.1
It is proposed to change the name of ITU to read as follows: “International Telecommunication and Information Technology Organization” (ITITO).

2.2
Such a change would require many modifications in the ITU Constitution (CS), Convention (CV), and Resolutions, including at least the following:

a) Article 1 CS, adding “information technology” wherever the word “telecommunication” appears in the following margin numbers: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19.

b) Art. 2 CS, same as (a) above.

c) Art. 8 CS, adding a new number 50bis to read:

Evaluate progress achieved in implementing decisions of the World Summit on the Information Society of relevance to ITITO.

d) Art. 10 CS, adding the additional responsibilities to implement the Geneva Action Plan and Tunis Agenda items that are of relevant to ITITO.

e) Art. 21 CS, modification will be proposed as a result of discussions and decisions taken at the World Telecommunication Development Assembly.

f) Art. 40 CS, adding provisions concerning telecommunication for disaster relief (TDR), early warning systems (EWS) and emergency telecommunication systems (ETS).

g) No. 1012 in Annex to the CS should be revised as follows:

Telecommunication: Any transmission, emission, reception or processing of signs, signals, writing, images and sounds or intelligence of any nature by wire, radio, optical, computing or other electromagnetic systems.

h) Adding to the Annex to the CS a new number 1018 to read as follows:

Information Technology: Any telecommunication technology or means that facilitates the processing of information and its security.

i) Add to Art. 19 CV, a new number 231bis to read:

civil society organizations recognized by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission (ECOSOC) and admitted by the ITITO Council, whose work is of relevance to the ITITO;

2.3
The above proposals are the minimum changes required.  Additional changes may be needed, in particular in Plenipotentiary Resolutions.

