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NOTES

1 ITU-T Recommendation X.180 was published in Fascicle VIII.3 of the Blue Book. This file is an extract from
the Blue Book. While the presentation and layout of the text might be slightly different from the Blue Book version, the
contents of the file are identical to the Blue Book version and copyright conditions remain unchanged (see below).

2 In this Recommendation, the expression “Administration” is used for conciseness to indicate both a
telecommunication administration and a recognized operating agency.

  ITU  1988, 1993

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopying and microfilm, without permission in writing from the ITU.



Fascicle VIII.3 - Rec. X.180 1

Recommendation X.180

ADMINISTRATIVE  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  INTERNATIONAL
CLOSED  USER  GROUPS  (CUGs)

(Geneva, 1980; amended at Melbourne, 1988)

The CCITT,

bearing in mind

(a) the introduction of international CUGs in public networks that provide packet-switched and circuits-
witched data transmission services;

(b) the need to standardize a scheme for international CUG numbers;

(c) the need to standardize administrative procedures for allocation of international CUG numbers and the
establishment of international CUGs,

unanimously recommends the following

1 One subscriber, hereafter called the "responsible subscriber", shall clearly be allocated the responsibility for all
organizational matters relating to an international CUG. The responsible subscriber shall be nominated by the subscribers
intending to form an international CUG (see Note 1).

2 The Administration of the country housing this "responsible subscriber" (hereafter called the "coordinating
Administration") shall act as the controlling and coordinating Administration for that CUG and shall carry out the
discussions with the responsible subscriber about changes to the CUG. The coordinating Administration shall also be
responsible for allocating the international CUG number (ICN) and for issuing the necessary information to other
Administrations involved in the CUG.

3 If the public network is a data network, the DNIC or DCC used for the construction of the ICN would be one
proper to the coordinating Administration. If the public network is ISDN, the INIC (see Note 5) would be used for the
construction of the ICN. If the responsible subscriber changes his country of residence, the ICN shall be changed in
accordance with the DNIC, DCC or INIC of the new coordinating Administration.

4 The ICN allocated by the coordinating Administration shall be retained for the period of existence of the
international CUG even if the location of members of the CUG changes, as long as the responsible subscriber is located
within the area of the coordinating Administration.

5 The ICN will be represented by two decimal numbers A/B, where A is the DNIC, DCC (plus one digit) or INIC
in accordance with § 3 above, and B is a 1-5 digit number (see Note 2).

6 In order to allow efficient conversion of CUG information, where required, for international CUG calls,
restrictions on allocation of the ICNs used by each coordinating Administration have to be applied. Provisionally the
following guidelines should apply:

i) each coordinating Administration should allocate the ICNs to international CUGs in sequence within
certain range of the available total range of ICNs;

ii) information should be sent regularly to the Administrations concerned about the size and allocation of the
range used for ICNs in i) above;

iii) the size of the range used should not be bigger than necessary for the operation of the network.

7 The following procedures should apply for the interchange of information between Administrations and
subscribers of an international CUG. Where a subscriber belongs to more than one international CUG, the procedures in
this Recommendation must be applied separately for each international CUG.
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7.1 A subscriber applying for membership of an international CUG shall apply to his own Administration using
standard application procedures. He should supply full details of the responsible subscriber (see Note 3).

7.2 The Administration receiving the request should pass details in a standard format to the coordinating
Administration as indicated in Annex A.

7.3 The coordinating Administration will then verify with the responsible subscriber whether the application can be
permitted and, if acceptable, will inform the applying subscriber’s Administration of the ICN allocated for that particular
CUG.

7.4 The Administration of the applying subscriber shall inform the coordinating Administration when the applying
subscriber is connected.

7.5 The existing member Administrations of an international CUG shall be informed by the coordinating
Administration when a subscriber of a new Administration has become a member of that CUG.

7.6 Changes in membership of an international CUG or cessation of a CUG shall similarly be arranged between the
responsible subscriber and the coordinating Administration following individual applications from the members of the
CUG concerned.

7.7 The coordinating Administration shall, on request from the responsible subscriber or one of the member
Administrations of an international CUG, supply information (print out) of all subscribers in that particular CUG. The
approval of the responsible subscriber is needed in the latter case (see Note 4).

8 The fact that the applying subscriber may be a member of other CUGs or may wish to have outgoing or
incoming access in addition to the CUG facility is of no relevance to the administrative procedures contained in this
Recommendation.

Note 1 - It is assumed that in a CUG of an international organization the headquarters branch probably will be
the responsible subscriber.

Note 2 - According to Recommendation X.300, the value B should not be greater than 216 - 1 = 65 535.

Note 3 - To simplify the administrative arrangements, the procedures in §§ 6.1 and 6.2 should be followed also
in the case where the applying subscriber is a branch of an international organization and another branch of that
organization is the responsible subscriber.

Note 4 - Legal, or other, considerations may preclude some coordinating Administrations from supplying such
information at the request of other member Administrations of an international CUG.

Note 5 - For ISDN identification, a four-digit field ISDN Network Identification Code (INIC) is used. INIC
consists of 0 + E.164 country code + national network digit(s). In order to identify additional ISDNs, some countries
may also use 9 + E.164 country code + national network digit(s). Alternative ways of ISDN network identification are
for further study.
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ANNEX A

(to Recommendation X.180)

The format and information to be passed to the coordinating Administration following an application from a
subscriber to join or cease membership of an international closed user group is as follows:

1 Application to join/cease membership of an international closed user group (CUG) on a public network has been
received from:

Firm
Address
Country
Public Network No.
Date of application

2 The responsible subscriber for this international CUG is:

Firm
Address
Public Network No.

3 The responsible subscriber’s international CUG number (ICN)

4 The applying subscriber requires the following facility (if any):

- incoming calls barred within the CUG,

- outgoing calls barred within the CUG.
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