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Dear Sir/Madam,

Resolution 79 of the 1998 Plenipotentiary Conference instructs the ITU Secretary-General, in consultation with the Director of TSB and a balanced group of appropriate experts, to advise the Council on any action the Union should take in relation to the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs).

The Council in 1999 appointed a group of 19 experts, which met in November of that year and then continued its work through electronic means. The ITU Secretary-General reported (Document C00/31) to the 2000 Session of Council on the work carried out by the Expert Group.

The Council  agreed that a questionnaire, drafted in consultation with the Expert Group, should be distributed to obtain the views of the membership on this issue and that the results should be reported to the 2001 session of the Council (Document C00/58).
I am therefore pleased to enclose the Questionnaire that has been prepared on the ITRs and invite you to complete and return the questionnaire by February 28, 2001, by one of the following methods: 

By Post:
ITU, Strategies and Policy Unit, Room T1211, Place des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 20
By Fax:
+41 22 730 5881

By e-mail:
ITR@itu.int.

You may also respond to the questionnaire on-line at <http://www.itu.int/stratpol/itr-q/>.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the secretariat.  Your prompt response is greatly appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

Yoshio UTSUMI
Secretary-General

Attachments
Resolution 79




Questionnaire

ANNEX 1

RESOLUTION 79 (Minneapolis, 1998)

International Telecommunication Regulations

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Minneapolis, 1998),

noting

a)
that Article 2 of the Constitution describes the International Telecommunication Union as an intergovernmental organization in which Member States and Sector Members, having well‑defined rights and obligations, cooperate for the fulfilment of the purposes of the Union;

b)
that the ITU strategic plan, under its first general goal D.1 ”to strengthen the multilateral foundations of international telecommunications”, calls for action to decide on the need to review the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITR) in order to take account of developments in the telecommunication environment;

c)
that, as a result of worldwide trends in the provision of telecommunication and information technology services, many telecommunication networks are now privately owned and operated, and significant competition has been introduced at the national, regional and international levels,

considering

that these trends are evident in many countries at all stages of development, which see these changes as an effective way forward in developing telecommunication networks and services to the benefit of their overall economic and social development,

believing

that in order for ITU to maintain its effectiveness as the pre-eminent competent and cooperative body in world telecommunications, ITU must continue to demonstrate its capacity to respond adequately to the rapidly changing telecommunication environment,

recognizing

a)
that many Member States have, in addition to their binding ITU commitments, made binding multilateral commitments to expand trade in telecommunication services and have adopted progressive liberalization policies as a means of promoting world economic growth and development;

b)
that consistent with the sovereign right of each State to regulate its national telecommunications, many Member States have national regulatory regimes and laws that restrict their ability to direct recognized operating agencies in the conduct of their commercial activities,

considering further

a)
that the relationship between Member States and recognized operating agencies has, for some Member States, changed substantially in the ten years since the International Telecommunication Regulations were adopted in Melbourne in 1988;

b)
that other relevant multilateral treaty obligations are considered by some Member States to limit their ability to apply strictly the Regulations that they agreed in good faith in 1988;

c)
that Member States remain committed to complying fully with their obligations under international treaties;

d)
that the Constitution and Convention of the Union, with respect to the International Telecommunication Regulations, should accurately reflect the relations between Member States, Sector Members, administrations and recognized operating agencies,

resolves to instruct the Secretary-General

in consultation with the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau and a balanced group of appropriate experts appointed by the Council:

1
to undertake an exploratory study of the evolution of the respective roles and responsibilities of Member States and Sector Members (or recognized operating agencies) as regards the regulation and operation of international telecommunication services;

2
to consider the wider context of multilateral treaty obligations that affect ITU Member States and those they regulate;

3
to review the extent to which the current needs of Member States are reflected in the basic instruments of the Union and in particular the International Telecommunication Regulations;

4
to report to the Council on the above points, by no later than the year 2000, and to advise the Council of any action that the Union could decide to take, including the convening of a world conference on international telecommunications, in order to define further the relations between Member States and recognized operating agencies as regards the regulation and operation of international telecommunication services,

resolves to instruct the Council

1
to consider the report of the Secretary-General and decide what actions, if any, should be taken on these issues in the period before the next plenipotentiary conference;

2
to report to the next plenipotentiary conference on any actions taken and any actions recommended,

invites the next plenipotentiary conference

to consider convening, at an appropriate date, a competent conference to revise the International Telecommunication Regulations.

ANNEX 2

Questionnaire on the Reform of the
International Telecommunication Regulations
1.
Introduction

Resolution 79 of the 1998 Plenipotentiary Conference instructs the ITU Secretary-General, in consultation with the Director of TSB and a balanced group of appropriate experts, to advise the Council on any action the Union should take in relation to the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs).

The Council in 1999 appointed a group of 19 experts (Document C99/123), which met in November 1999 and continued its work through working groups that operated by electronic means. The Chairperson's Executive Summary provides a record of the work of the Expert Group.

The ITU Secretary-General reported (Document C00/31) to the 2000 Session of Council on the work carried out by the Expert Group, and the Council (Document C00/58) agreed that:

1) Volunteers should be invited to prepare texts, supporting one or more of the options identified, for consideration by the Council in 2001 and relevant ITU-T Study Groups invited to consider whether certain administrative or operational elements of the ITRs, which fall within their responsibilities, are still valid, and to examine the possible consequences of converting the ITRs text to the form of a Recommendation

2) A questionnaire, drafted in consultation with the Expert Group, should be distributed to obtain the views of the membership on this issue and the results should be reported to the next session of the Council.
2.
Outline of the questionnaire

This questionnaire, based on the work of Expert Group and the decision of the Council in 2000, is designed to survey the views of Member States and Sector Members on the reform of the ITRs. Respondents are invited to express their overall views on the reform of the ITRs and to indicate their opinions on each of the four options developed by the Expert Group (it is possible to support more than one option). Any additional comments, reflecting the needs and concerns of the membership, are particularly welcome.
All of the inputs and output documents discussed at the Experts meeting, as well as subsequent contributions and working group reports, are available on the ITU website at: <http://www.itu.int/stratpol/ITRs/itr.htm>.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. Please return the questionnaire by February 28, 2001, either 

By Post:
ITU, Strategies and Policy Unit, Room T1211, Place des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 20
By Fax:
+41 22 730 5881

By e-mail:
ITR@itu.int.

You may also respond to the questionnaire on-linehttp://www.itu.int/stratpol/itr-q/ at <
>.
Questionnaire on the Reform of the 

International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs)

Please tick the appropriate box that best describes your view on each item. If you require more room to answer any of these questions, please use a separate sheet (clearly marking which question this refers to).
1.

How would you assess the relevance of the existing International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) to today’s telecommunication environment?
	Very Important
	Somewhat

Important
	Irrelevant
	Harmful to market development and competition
	No opinion/ not familiar with ITRs

	a
	b
	c
	d
	e


2.
[For Member States only] Has your country ever invoked or sought to enforce the ITRs in a legal or regulatory proceeding? 

	Yes
	No


 2.1
 If so, briefly describe the circumstances and outcome.
	


3.
The Expert Group identified four options dealing with the ITRs which have been in their current form for twelve years. Please provide your views on each option, as identified below.

A. 
Do you think the existing ITRs should be replaced by integrating relevant Treaty-level provisions into the ITU Constitution, Convention or other existing Treaty instruments, and devolving other provisions into Recommendations or similar reviewable instruments?
	Strongly

Agree
	Somewhat

Agree
	Somewhat

Disagree
	Strongly

Disagree
	No 

Opinion

	A
	b
	c
	d
	e


A1. 
If you ticked either a or b, which provisions do you consider most relevant; or if you ticked c or d, please state why you consider this option to be inappropriate?
	


B. Do you think the existing ITRs should be modified with a detailed update of the provisions, thereby keeping the treaty-level status of all provisions of the ITRs? This would require convening a future World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT).

	Strongly

Agree
	Somewhat

Agree
	Somewhat

Disagree
	Strongly

Disagree
	No 

Opinion

	A
	b
	c
	d
	e


B1.
If you ticked either a or b, please state which provisions require updating and when a WCIT should be held; or if you ticked c or d, please state why you consider this option to be inappropriate?
	


C.
Do you think that any decision on whether to review and modify the existing ITRs should be deferred?

	Strongly

Agree
	Somewhat

Agree
	Somewhat

Disagree
	Strongly

Disagree
	No 

Opinion

	A
	b
	c
	d
	e


C1.
If you ticked either a or b, please explain why you consider it would be appropriate to defer any decision and also until when the decision should be deferred; or if you ticked c or d, please state why you consider this option to be inappropriate?
	


D. Do you think there are any new areas or changed or evolving circumstances in telecommunications that would benefit form being addressed in an inter-governmental regulatory agreement with treaty-level status?

	Strongly

Agree
	Somewhat

Agree
	Somewhat

Disagree
	Strongly

Disagree
	No 

Opinion

	A
	b
	c
	d
	e


D1.
If you ticked either a or b, what are the new areas which you consider relevant for incorporation into a treaty level agreement; or if you ticked c or d, please state why you consider this option to be inappropriate?
	


4. Do you have any other comments on the reform of the ITRs?
	


5. 
Identification of the Respondent:
· Name


· Title:


· Organisation:


· Postal address 


· E-mail:

· Tel :


· Fax:


· Date:
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