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Subject:
from Nestor Virata

Mr. Roy Leslie Blane

Chair, EG on the Review of ITR

I am submitting herewith my general input to the Working Groups for your consideration. Due to the time factor and legal processes required in the amendment of the ITR, I am proposing to adopt Option 4 while waiting for the outcome of the next PP in 2002. Interim measures, like holding a World Policy Forum, can be understaken to address certain issues which require immediate attention. I concentrated mainly on the core elements that need to be added to both basic documents (CS/CV) and ITR to reflect the changes in the working environment that needs to be regulated.

Nestor A. Virata

For Working Groups

From Nestor A. Virata, Philippines

FUTURE TREATMENT OF THE ITR’s

1. Considering the difficulties and concerns as presented in the first report of the EG, it may be worthwhile to adopt Option 4 (Wait and See) depending o the outcome of next PP in 2002. As an interim measure, however, the Council [under Res. Com 5/6 of 1998 PP], can convene an International Regulatory Forum for the purpose of developing a Memorandum of Understanding  (MOU) on certain issues which require immediate attention. Hopefully, this preparatory work will facilitate the update of ITR after the year 2002, while, at the same time, providing a framework for cooperation and harmonization among the Members and ROAs.

2. Certain strategic issues can be undertaken during the Forum; such as a more flexible framework can be adopted for CS/CV for long-term application and stability of the basic document; while a more rigid competitive framework can be developed for ITR to reflect and manage the rapid changes in the marketplace and technology. The ITR may have to be amended more often than the CS/CV so that it can be attuned to the changes in the marketplace and technology.

3. In the meantime, the EG can continue its work in bringing in the new elements in the basic documents (CS/CV) for the next PP and thereafter for the WCIT to update the ITR.

PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE ITR

Preamble

Expand the text to rationalize the proposed changes under the new regime and concerns of developing countries to include the following:

· Provision of Universal Service and socialized services

· Technological convergence and emerging services such as Internet, E-commerce, ISR , etc.

· Competition rule

· Development of Information Society of Knowledge-based Society

· ITR will evolve as the implementing mechanism of CS/CV after the next PP in 2002.

Article 1 – Purpose and Scope

· The Regulation should cover all international telecommunication services as well as the underlying transport means that are offered to the public. It should cover the new emerging sources not covered in the existing ITR as well as the new global network and services.

· Multi-phase competition rule to manage the overall development of the network and services

· Depending on the consensus of the EG, some form of regulating the content may be considered brought about by Internet and E-commerce.

Article 2 – Definitions
· New definition has to be prepared to reflect the proposed changes and scope as manifested in the Preamble and Article 1.

· Moreover, the definition of new services and new network configuration as well as the new commercial arrangement has to be prepared.

Article 3 – International Network

· Regulation for different network configurations and elements, i.e., traditional new emerging network and special network arrangements may be needed

· Certain anti-competitive measures may be needed similar to what is contained in the GATS Reference Paper. Interconnection and inter-operability provision, one of the more sensitive issues in a competitive environment should be included.

· New standards for Internet-based services may be included.

Article 4 – International Telecommunication Services

· Registration policies in the use of all international services

· Universal access, its definition, technical and operational requirement

· Universal service provisioning

· Socialized services and pricing arrangement

· Regulation of Internet traffic, E-commerce and new emerging services

· Inter-operability procedure for new services

Article 5 – Safety of Life and Priority of Telecommunications

· Review and updating of relevant ITU-T Recommendations

· A list of groups or organizations may be added in the Annex

Article 6 – Charging and Accounting

· [Dependent on the proposal being prepared by Mr. T. Matsudaira]

· Inclusion of Termination Charge

· Multilateral arrangement for different catergory of Members (ITU-T SG3)

Article 7 – Suspension of Services

· Procedure and instances for suspension must be included

Article 8 – Dissemination of Information

· Mode of distribution

· Effectivity

Article 9 - Special Arrangements

· Arrangement for Developing Countries

· Universal access

Article 10 – Final Provisions

· Sanctions and other liabilities must be included

