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The eighth edition of the ITU Internet Reports, entitled "digital.life" and 
prepared especially for ITU TELECOM World 20062, will be released on 3 
December 2006. The report examines how innovation in digital technology is 
radically changing individual and societal lifestyles.  
 
As our lives become increasingly mediated by digital technologies, the 
development of human identity in a digital world presents a new set of 
challenges. Concerns over privacy and data protection are not being 
sufficiently addressed by current online identity tools, and the consequences of 
theft or misrepresentation of digital identities are becoming ever more serious 
as our dependence on information and communication technologies (ICTs) 
grows. The report explores the concept of the digital citizen, and examines the 
need for improving the design of identity management mechanisms for a 
healthy and secure digital world.  
 

In a sense, humans have always 
been digital. The digits of the hand 
have been used to create, innovate 
and communicate over the ages. 
Today, the thumb is used to 
communicate by SMS on mobile 
devices around the world. Digital 
technologies have been vital to the 
distribution of knowledge and 
information, which, as many will 
argue, are at the core of power in 
society. Through the use of 
communication technologies like the 
internet and the mobile phone, the 
reach of our relatively short digits 
has been extended to a much larger 
sphere—that of the global digital 
world. In this respect, services and 
applications that are both user-
focused and context-aware are seen 
to be vital for businesses and users alike. 
 
Digital technologies are fast becoming indispensable. A growing array of devices and technologies are on 
offer today, making users much more mobile. While it took around 21 years to reach the first billion mobile 
users, the second billion signed up in just three years. It is not surprising that in today’s world, digital 
business is big business. The clearest evidence for this is at the macro-economic level, where the 
contribution of ICTs to the general economy has grown rapidly, regardless of falling prices. The ICT market 
was worth more than US$3 trillion worldwide in 2005. 
 

                                                 
1 Please note that there is a media Embargo on the report until 3 December 2006, 00:01 (CET). 
2 ITU TELECOM World 2006 will take place in Hong Kong, China, from 4-8 December 2006. For more 
information, see: http://www.itu.int/WORLD2006/.  



An important transition for digital 
lifestyles involves the shift from low-
speed to high-speed networks. 
Broadband networks are well 
advanced in the fixed-line world, 
where there were some 216 million 
fixed-line broadband subscribers and 
61 million mobile broadband 
subscribers across the world at the 
start of 2006. Broadband networks 
and media convergence are 
generating new avenues for 
distributing digital entertainment. User 
devices are now multi-functional and 
increasingly personalized. In the 
future, advances in connected 
computing will make it possible for 
millions of things to become digital, 
and have the ability to compute and 
communicate.  
 
The transition to a digital world is well 
under way, and this new report 
celebrates it. But at the same time, 
the report counsels caution over the 
need to preserve what we value about 
our “analogue lifestyles” before 
embracing the new “digital lifestyle”. 
 
The five chapters of this 190 page 
report cover: 
 

1. Going digital 
2. Lifestyles.digital 
3. Business.digital 
4. Identity.digital 
5. Living the digital world 

 
In addition, the Information Society Statistics annex provides the latest available data on ICT markets and 
service prices for more than 200 economies worldwide. The text of the report will be available, free-of-charge, 
online at www.itu.int/digitalife.  
 
The full text of the report, including the data tables, will be available to purchase online or as a printed book 
as from 3 December 2006. For more information, the authors of the report can be contacted at: 
 
Lara Srivastava, 
Programme Manager, ITU New Initiatives 
Strategy and Policy Unit, 
ITU 
CH-1211 Geneva 20 
Switzerland 
 
Email:  Lara.Srivastava(at)itu.int 
Mobile in HK from 3-8 December 2006 
+852 6623 2615 

Tim Kelly, 
Head, Strategy and Policy Unit, 
ITU 
CH-1211 Geneva 20 
Switzerland 
 
Email:  Tim.Kelly(at)itu.int 
Mobile in HK from 3-8 December 2006 
+852 6623 4419 
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