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Abstract: NGNs carry multiple forms of traffic over a single core network IP-architecture and support multiple access technologies. They split transmission, routing, signaling and service functions into different layers and enable fast development of innovative services including convergent or nomadic ones over multiple access technology.

In the months, major incumbents have announced plans to migrate their networks to NGN. These plans are quite different in terms of timeframes (from 4 to 20 years), roll-outs, agendas, fixed-mobile convergence, phases, transition period, final architecture and strategies to migrate established customer bases and must be regarded with caution.

NGNs should be seen as a classical implementation of a new technology in the core network.

Largely available broadband, home gateways, triple play offers and IP connectivity are clear incentives for the NGN migration. However, the NGN regulatory paradigm remains independent of the access one.

The present context is mainly inherited from the 70’s with interconnection interoperability rules set for the POTS service.

NGNs and multiplicity of operators imply a review of these rules to maintain efficient interconnection between networks and interoperability of services to guarantee full NGNs’ benefits for consumers and competition. Signals should be given early enough to manufacturers and operators to avoid unsatisfactory implementations or multiplication of proprietary solutions, leading to market fragmentation. Interoperability, interconnection, quality of service from the user’s viewpoint, numbering and portability, call routing and emergency calls, localization, security and integrity of the network or consumer information are candidates for ex ante symmetrical regulation.

Meanwhile, most of the alternative operators have not yet expressed a position on the NGN issue. 
