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Abstract: The presentation identifies convergence as underlying reason for three battlegrounds - VoIP,  Multimedia and the battle on the Digital Home. Main features of NGN are often reported to be the separation of transport from application/service provision and multimedia capabilities. All this is already reality in the Internet. In the end the announced NGN features security and end to end QoS remain as important differentiating issues. Nevertheless increased NGN complexity and potential interoperability drawbacks leave the battle between Internet and NGN undecided for now. 
It is important to note that the separation of  transport from application/service provision in NGN is only applied to the technical area. Commercially  - as seen from current perspective - NGNs will again be vertically integrated similar to the current legacy telco networks. Customers then again would potentially face a lock-in situation without 'unfettered access to service providers and/or services of their choice' as envisaged in ITU's NGN definition. At last multimedia infrastructure and service usage in the context of the Digital Home may be decisive in the Internet against NGN battle.
