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Abstract: Beginning with the brief overview of our historic communications’ past, which was notable for the variety of well defined and separate networks, devices and services, presentation gradually switches to much more complicated present. Development of technologies together with global market trends and enhanced managerial creativity gave good impetus to convergence, which led to origination of sophisticated electronic devices, high potentiality networks and tangle services. Phones, for instance, grew into multifunctional equipment, communication networks became designated for multiple services provision, very specific services turned to complex availability anywhere anytime. 

Convergence has not only direct impact on above-mentioned areas. Its influence on new business organization models, communications markets and consumer protection issues is evident. Convergence also challenges communications regulatory regimes and raises the objective to remove provisions directly hindering convergence.

Therefore presentation focuses on regulatory challenges raised by the development of Next Generation Networks (NGN). It also goes through the global, regional and national levels of regulatory regimes. Regulatory regime items like radio spectrum allocation rules, EU communications regulatory framework and broadcasting licensing systems, etc. are put under question. Presentation also suggests increased impact of the competition on the future regulatory regimes as well as importance of further operation of basic pro-competitive regulatory principles despite the adjustment required.

