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Abstract: The purpose of this presentation is to share with the participants in the ITU-Workshop those activities being addressed by CITEL and APEC-TEL with the aim to understand and be able to build a regional regulatory framework for next generation networks (NGNs). 

APEC
 operates as a cooperative, multilateral economic and trade forum. Its 21 Member Economies take individual and collective actions to open their markets and promote economic growth in the pacific rim region jointly with business and academic participants. There are no binding commitments; compliance is achieved through discussion and mutual support in the form of economic and technical cooperation. APEC is the most economically dynamic region in the world, generating nearly 70 percent of global economic growth in its first 10 years. The Telecommunications & Information Working Group APEC-TEL is committed to improving the telecommunications and information infrastructure in the region and to facilitating effective cooperation, free trade and investment and sustainable development. The TEL's Program of Action covers implementation of the e-APEC Strategy, implementation of the Digital Divide Blueprint for Action, promoting policy and regulatory measures to liberalise trade and investment in the telecommunications and information sector, e-security, e-government, mutual recognition arrangements for the conformity assessment of telecommunications equipment, human capacity building and an active dialogue with the business community.
The Organization of American States (OAS) 
 brings together the countries of the Western Hemisphere to strengthen cooperation and advance common interests. It is the region’s premier forum for multilateral dialogue and concerted action. CITEL under the auspices of OAS endeavors to make telecommunications a catalyst for the dynamic development of the Americas by working with the government and the private sector. Its 35 Member States and over 200 Associate members, facilitate and promote the continuous development of telecommunications in the Hemisphere.

Both regional organizations are instrumental to the development of multilateral cooperation in different areas of telecommunications. CITEL and APEC have included in their discussions a wide variety of advanced telecommunications topics among which convergence, next generation networks (NGN) and Voice over IP services (VoIP) have a preponderant status. 

CITEL has structured its studies on these two topics in the Permanent Consultative Committee I (PCC.I) whose main objective is the development of regional understanding on telecommunications standardization. CITEL’s work has been dominated by technical aspects of VoIP and NGNs. CITEL has developed two documents on NGNs and VoIP with the aim to have a regional common view of these two enablers of convergence as carriers move towards solutions that provide voice, data and video using new technologies and architectures.

APEC has a cross-horizontal work being developed for NGNs through the different steering groups of APEC-TEL. The main driver has been the Regulatory Roundtables that take place every year where VoIP, convergence and NGNs have been the topics of preference. APEC-TEL has focused its work on five main topics: interconnection/interoperability; trade facilitation; security, reliability and confidence; capacity building; and, NGNs for underdeveloped areas. APEC-TEL considers that other topics should continue to be addressed in other fora where there is sufficient work being developed to avoid duplicating studies.

NGNs have no boundaries, and as such we have to recognize that decisions cannot be made only on a national level, rather solutions will have to consider perspectives from a regional or global viewpoint. 

Ideally, NGN products, networks and services that are standards-based will interconnect and interoperate offering carriers and users the best choices in technology, scalability, and price. However, given the relative immaturity of the NGN market and their associated standards, the telecommunications industry will face a period of standards “convergence” over the next few years. 

There is still much work to be done on the different aspects of NGNs as technologies and services are rapidly evolving:

· Architecture that provides seamless integration of both new and traditional telecommunications services (standardization coordination)
· Interconnection and interoperability (numbering, signaling, etc.)

· Efficient use of spectrum

· Security, reliability and confidence

· Capacity building

· Trade Facilitation

· Quality of Service

· Regulatory and Public Policy considerations

· Economic impact on industry

Countries and economies have taken steps forward driving national initiatives that may help CITEL and APEC move forward on a regional regulatory framework for NGNs.

� APEC Member Economies: Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, China, Hong Kong China, Chinese Taipei, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, PNG, Peru, Phillippines, Russia, Singapore, Thailand, USA and Vietnam.


� CITEL Member States: Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belice, Bolivia, Brasil, Canadá, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba*, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, México, Nicaragua Panamá, Paraguay, Perú, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, USA, Uruguay and Venezuela.





