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Ms. Tonelli currently serves as Senior Director 
Industry Advocacy for Vodafone Group Plc. She is 
responsible for leading and coordinating Vodafone 
companies’ representation in industry fora, dealing 
with third generation mobile systems.  
 
She is the current Chairperson of the Operators 
Group of the UMTS Forum. In this capacity, she 
championed a series of 3G market studies that shed 
new light on the service revenue potential of 3G 
services worldwide. As a member of the Operators 
Harmonization Group, she also supported many 
harmonization activities, including the recent 
workshop on IP-based network evolution. 
     
Previous assignments at AirTouch Communications 
included planning for intelligent network capabilities 
for AirTouch’s cellular network and developing 
requirements for elements of the ground network of 
the Globalstar satellite system. In 1991-1992, she 
was AirTouch’s Italian industry and Government 
liaison during AirTouch’s bid for a cellular license in 
Italy. 
 
Prior to joining AirTouch, Ms. Tonelli served in 
various technical and management positions at 
Pacific Bell. She started her career as a system 
engineer at AT&T Bell Laboratories.  
 
Ms. Tonelli studied Theoretical Physics at the 
University of Parma, Italy, and received a degree in 
Physics at San Diego State University. In addition, 
she studied Mechanics and Structures at UCLA and 
Computer Science at Bell Laboratories.    



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Paola Tonelli

