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WTPF-IEG/2/12
INFORMAL EXPERT GROUP

Final report of the Chairman
 on the second meeting of 
the WTPF Informal Expert Group
The second meeting of the Informal Expert Group for the fourth World Telecommunication Policy Forum (WTPF) took place at ITU Headquarters on 24 - 25 November 2008.
1. Introductory remarks

The Chairman, Mr. Mario Franco, welcomed participants and recalled the objectives of the meeting, including: 

· To review the preliminary third draft of the Report of the Secretary-General (Doc. WTPF-IEG/2/5);
· To have a preliminary discussion on the draft opinions (Doc. WTPF-IEG/2/6);
· To examine the structure of the Information Session (Doc. WTPF-IEG/2/7);
· To agree on the time management plan of the Forum (Doc. WTPF-IEG/2/8).
2. Adoption of the Agenda

The Agenda (Doc. WTPF-IEG/2/1) was adopted, with a change to item four, to be written: “Drafting of Possible Opinions”.
3. Comments and review of the preliminary third draft of the Report of the Secretary-General 

Editorial changes were made to the preliminary third draft of the Report of the Secretary-General. These changes can be found in Doc. WTPF-IEG/2/5-rev. In addition, several comments have been made on the text as follows:

3.1. Preamble: 
· The expert from Syria proposed to amend paragraph iii.

3.2. Chapter 2: An Era of Convergence:
· Para 2.4: The expert from expert from Syria requested to add “terrestrial-fixed mobile convergence” and to delete “line”  and “Market; 
· Para 2.5: The expert from expert from Syria questioned the term “Place-shifting”;
· Para 2.5: The expert fromexpert from the Emirates stressed that this paragraph should better reflect mobile convergence; 

· The expert from expert from Syria would prefer to use the term “telecommunication” or “radiocommunication”, rather than communication; 
· There was agreement that the text should refer to convergence of services, network and applications, rather than convergence of content;
· Para 2.12: It was proposed to amend the last sentence of this paragraph, which seemed rather negative.

3.3. Chapter 3: Next-Generation Networks (NGNs)
· expert from. 

· The Chairman recommended discussing the financing of NGN. The expert fromexpert from Syria proposed that this issue be raised in a draft opinion. He also suggested that the outcomes of the Kigali Summit be taken into consideration in the report. 
3.4. Chapter 4: Internet-related public policy matters: 

· Para 4.2 should be amended to take into account the results of WTSA. References to the content of the Handbook from 1994 shall be updated – paras 4. 2.1; 4.2.2; 4.2.3 shall be merged and amended by Secretariat.

· The expert from the USA will provide editorial input to make a link between paras 4.3 and 4.4.

· The exact wording of the WSIS Tunis Agenda for the Information Society should be used in para 4.4.
· In para 4.5.2, “International Internet Interconnection” should be clearly defined. 
· The expert from Syria will provide a text for paras 4.5.2.1 and 4.5.3.1.
3.5. Chapter 5: Emerging Telecommunication Policy and Regulatory Issues:
· Para 5.3.1: The expert from China proposed to have an introductory paragraph;
· Para 5.3.2: The expert from the USA will submit changes;
· Para 5.3: The expert from Syria will provide comments; 

· Para 5.3.3.1: The expert from Brazil suggested to rephrase 5.3.3.1; 

· Para 5.4: The expert from Japan proposed to take into consideration the outcomes of the High-Level Segment Discussions; 

· Para 5.5: The expert from SES News Skies would like to have more balanced wording.
3.6. Chapter 6: Matters relating to the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs):
· Para 6.4: The expert from Syria asked for the initial text to be put back. 

· The new text should be placed into brackets, at the request of Iran and the USA.
On the second day, the revised Agenda as presented by the Chair in Doc. WTPF-IEG/2/1 rev. 1 was adopted.

4. Information session

The Chair presented Doc. WTPF-IEG/2/7 on the Draft structure of the information session and invited participants to propose names for moderators and high-level speakers. The following comments were made on Doc. WTPF-IEG/2/7:

· Geographical balance between speakers should be sought. Financial support for speakers from developing countries should be provided by ITU;
· The number of panelists should be reduced;
· The coffee break should be shorter;
· Program should start earlier in the morning;
· Some topics should be merged (Convergence with NGN; Emerging Telecommunication Policy and Regulatory Issues with ITRs);
· The order of the round table should be changed, as follows: NGN, convergence, ITRs, emerging Telecommunication Policy and Regulatory Issues.

· The information session should add value to the Report of the Secretary-General in order to attract private sector;
· The information session should be dynamic (eg: Davos approach, as agreed during IEG-1) and could provide a showcase for the ITU;
· Time should be left for debate and for questions and answers;
· The outcomes of the information session should be presented to the Forum.

· A general overview section should be added to the programme, with the aim of presenting the objectives of the Forum. 

The Secretariat was tasked to prepare a revised structure of the information session for the next meeting of the Informal Expert Group, taking into account these comments.

5. Time management plan of the Forum

The Chairman introduced Doc. WTPF-IEG/2/8 on the draft structure/management plan of the Forum.  The following comments were made on the document:
· The outcomes of the information session should be presented to the Forum;
· Parallel sessions should be avoided;
· The order of the themes should be changed in line with the information session;
· The coffee break should be shorter;

· Program should start earlier in the morning 
· The time in the morning of the 22nd April should be better used;
· Three hours to discuss ITRs are not sufficient, as ITRs are one of the main topics of the Forum.
The Secretariat was tasked to prepare a revised time management plan for the Forum, taking into account these comments.
The Secretariat introduced Doc. WTP-IEG/2/9 on the Rules of Procedures. The expert from Egypt requested clarifications on the reasons for Secretariat to prepare such a document, since it was not requested by the first meeting of the Group, and since Doc.WTPF-IEG/1/10 already provides the Rules of Procedure for the Forum. The content of the document in his view, appears to present unsolicited legal interpretation from the Secretariat on Decision 9 and Resolution 2 of the Plenipotentiary and the Rules of the Forum (Resolution 1083 of Council), with language that seemingly speculates intention of the legislator, and insinuates legal inconsistencies. Accordingly, he suggested circulating the document to Members of the Expert Group if secretariat deems it appropriate, while removing it from the website to avoid inaccurate or confusing information being put to the public. He also reminded the meeting that Document C08/43 of Council 2008, particularly Para 3.3 on the same issue, has been endorsed by Council and is already available on the website of Council. One Member objected the deletion of Document 9 from the website. After discussion, meeting agreed to the suggestion from the delegate from Egypt. 
6. Next meeting of the Informal Expert Group 

The next meeting of the Informal Expert Group will be held in Geneva on 26 and 27 (morning only) January 2009. 

The group also approved a revised timeline for the preparatory process, as presented in document WTPF-IEG/2/11. Key dates include: 

· 8 December 2008: Deadline for receipt of IEG Membership written comments on preliminary third draft.

· 19 December 2008: Online posting and circulation of third draft.

· 19 January 2009: Deadline for submitting opinions to Secretariat
7. Draft opinions
The Chairman invited the experts to introduce the proposed draft opinions contained in document WTPF-IEG/2/6. 
· The expert from Syria presented Draft Opinion 1 on Internet-related public policy matters. He emphasized that the draft opinion needs to be updated to take into account the WTSA results. He will therefore present a revised opinion at the next Informal Expert Group meeting.
· The expert from SES New Skies introduced Draft Opinion 2 on the role of Satellites in NGN Deployment.
· ITU Secretariat presented Draft Opinion 3 on the general implications of the advent of Next-Generation Networks for the ITU Membership, with respect to: 

a) The telecommunication policies and regulations of ITU Member States; 

b) The implications of NGNS for developing countries, particularly with respect to their policy and regulatory frameworks, as well as technical and economic aspects; 

c) The impact of NGNs on Member States and Sector Members, notably in terms of the financial challenges and commercial opportunities they present.

· The expert from Syria introduced Draft Opinion 4 on International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs).
In addition, the expert from Canada informed participants that he will prepare three draft opinions in relation to: 

· Cybersecurity; 

· Climate Change; 
· Capacity building in support to the transition from IPV4 to IPV6. 

He further invited other members to join Canada in drafting such opinions.
The expert from Japan also informed participants that he would make a proposal on Cybersecurity.
Finally, the Chair suggested that an opinion on Access to communication and information be drafted. In order to maintain his neutrality, the Chair invited experts to put forward proposals on the matter. The expert from Alcatel-Lucent, who had seconded his proposal, expressed his intention to present an opinion on the issue. 

The group further decided that opinions shall be submitted to the Secretariat by 19 January 2009. 
8. Conclusions from the Chairman
The Chairman informed participants that the Chairman’s report on the Second Meeting of the Informal Expert Group will be sent by e-mail for comments next week.

