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DRAFT OPINION 7 ON SHARING OF INFORMATION FOR COUNTERMEASURES AGAINST ILLEGAL/HARMFUL CONTENT ON THE INTERNET
(Proposal from Japan) 

The Fourth World Telecommunications Policy Forum (Lisbon, 2009), 

Considering 
a)　　illegal/harmful content on the Internet is distributed across national borders, so Member States’ domestic initiatives against such content have their limitations. 

b)　　even children can easily access illegal/harmful content on the Internet.

c)　　children may become involved in crimes via the Internet or suffer from cyberbullying.

d)　　parental control is a critical challenge, particularly in regard to children’s use of mobile phones for Internet access, as parents can rarely notice cyberthreats affecting their children via mobile phone.

e)　　ITU has launched a Child Online Protection (COP) initiative in light of the above issues and based on the recognition that protecting children online is an urgent task.

Recognizing 
a)　　definitions of illegal/harmful information and approaches to such information differ between countries.

b)　 improving ICT media literacy of both parents and children and promoting parental control as well as control over illegal information are crucial.
c)  distribution of a huge amount of spam in an indiscriminating manner could induce minors to access illegal/harmful contents.
d)　　not only government initiatives, but also the private sector’s voluntary initiatives and mutual cooperation, are essential for solving issues in this field.

e)　 frameworks for opinion and information exchange aimed at cross-border sharing of national initiatives against illegal/harmful content on the Internet have not been fully developed.
Invites 
a)　　Member States to share the understanding that distribution of illegal/harmful content on the Internet is a global issue, and that global cooperation and collaboration is required to solve the issue.

b)　　ITU provides a platform for the exchange of opinions and information on initiatives by Member States and the private sector.

c)　　Member States and the private sector proactively use the above-mentioned platform to share best practices while considering that definitions of illegal/harmful information and approaches to such information differ between countries.

