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DRAFT OPINION 2 ON SATELLITE ROLE IN NGN DEPLOYMENT

(Proposal from SES New Skies)
The fourth World Telecommunication Policy Forum (Geneva, 2009)

considering

a) that convergence and the associated transition to Next Generation Networks (NGN) are the driving forces transforming the telecommunications and ICT landscape;

b) that NGNs are expected to enhance opportunities for citizens to benefit from ICT services and applications; 

c) that satellite technologies are widely used by ITU Member States to support critical ICT services and applications including rural telephony and broadband, government services, telemedicine, distance learning, and disaster prediction and relief;

d) that large parts of the world’s population can enjoy the benefits of ICT services only through satellite connections;

e) that satellite technologies can play a critical role in the deployment of NGNs, particularly to remote and rural areas where terrestrial infrastructure may be limited or non-existent;


recognizing

a) that ITU Member States are evaluating existing regulatory frameworks in order to address the emerging regulatory and policy implications of convergence and facilitate the transition to NGNs;

b) that Satellite networks have characteristics distinctive from those of terrestrial networks;

c) that satellite-based technologies are often constrained by regulations which raise the price of services and limit access for citizen-consumers, often in exactly those regions where services are able to add the most value; 

invites

1. Member States and Sector Members to give due consideration the role satellite networks play in convergence and NGN deployment when considering the migration to NGNs;

2. Member States to review their current regulatory frameworks in order to:

i) take into account the special characteristics of satellite network technologies, including IP-based satellite services, when developing new regulatory frameworks;

ii) evaluate how regulatory and licensing regimes can affect the ability of operators and service providers to allow satellite technologies to facilitate NGNs, and at costs within reach of ordinary consumers;

iii) address de-regulation of ground components of satellite networks, including VSAT equipment, spectrum-use, and service provision, so that satellite networks can continue to play a role in enabling cost-effective NGN connectivity to all regions;

iv) ensure that as demand for broadband rises and NGNs are deployed globally, steps are taken to permit affordable access to satellite technologies, including protections provided for users of satellite services.
