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WTPF-IEG/3/DO-1
DRAFT OPINION 1 ON INTERNET-RELATED PUBLIC POLICY MATTERS 
The fourth World Telecommunication Policy Forum (Lisbon, 2009),


recognizing
a)
that Decision 9 (Antalya, 2006) decided to convent the fourth World Telecommunication Policy Forum (WTPF) in order to discuss and exchange views regarding Internet-related public policy matters, among other themes;

b)
that the World Summit on the Information Society resulted in the following outcome documents: the Geneva Declaration of Principles, the Geneva Plan of Action, the Tunis Commitment and the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society;

c)
that the WSIS outputs contain paragraphs related to Internet Governance;

d)
Resolution 101 (Rev. Antalya, 2006) on Internet Protocol-based networks;

e)
Resolution 102 (Rev. Antalya, 2006) on ITU’s role with regard to international public policy issues pertaining to the Internet and the management of Internet resources, including domain names and addresses;

f)
Resolution 133 (Rev. Antalya, 2006) on Role of administrations of Member States in the management of internationalized (multilingual) domain names;
g)
Resolution 47 (rev. Johannesburg, 2008) of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA) on Country code top level domain names;

h)
WTSA Resolution 48 (rev. Johannesburg, 2008) on Internationalized domain names;

i)
WTSA Resolution 49 (rev. Johannesburg, 2008) on ENUM;

j)
WTSA Resolution 50 (rev. Johannesburg, 2008) on Cybersecurity;

k)
WTSA Resolution 52 (rev. Johannesburg, 2008) on Countering and Combating spam by technical means;
l)
WTSA Resolution 75 (Johannesburg, 2008) on ITU-T’s contribution in implementing the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society, and the establishment of a Dedicated Group on Internet-related Public Policy Issues as an integral part of the Council Working Group on World Summit on the Information Society;

m)
Council Resolution 1282 and its amendments by Council-08 in accordance with WTSA Resolution 75 (Johannesburg, 2008); (see Doc. C08/88)

noting

that some of the key policy questions that have been identified in the ITU Handbook on Internet Protocol (IP)–Based Networks and Related Topics and Issues; 

Further noting 
a)
that paragraph 68 of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society (Tunis, 2005) recognizes that all governments should have an equal role and responsibility for international Internet governance and for ensuring the stability, security and continuity of the Internet and also recognizes the need for development of public policy by governments in consultation with all stakeholders. 
b)
that paragraph 63 of the Tunis Agenda states that countries should not be involved in decisions regarding another country’s ccTLD; their legitimate interests, as expressed and defined by each country, in diverse ways, regarding decisions affecting their ccTLDs, need to be respected, upheld and addressed via a flexible and improved framework and mechanisms. 

c)
that paragraph 65 of the Tunis Agenda underlines the need to maximize the participation of developing countries in decisions regarding Internet governance, which should reflect their interests, as well as in development and capacity building (see also item 3.6 of the summary records of the sixth plenary meeting of the Council-08);

is of the view:

to invite the Council Working Group implementing the outcome of WSIS to further consider and propose ways and means to:

a)
enable ITU to continue playing its role in facilitating the coordination of Internet-related public policy issues as expressed in para 35 d of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society; 
b)
develop and promote an enabling environment that allows all governments, on an equal footing, to carry out their roles and responsibilities in international public policy issues pertaining to the Internet and in ensuring the stability, security and continuity of the Internet,. but not in the day – to – day technical and operational matters that do not impact on international public policy issues,
c)
help the development of public policy issues by governments in consultation with all relevant stakeholders,
d)
give support to ITU, according to its mandate, to continue to study certain topics, including the management of Internet resources, international Internet interconnection (e.g., tariffs and accessibility), the multilingual Internet and diversity of participation in the Internet;

e)
Report the outputs to Council-09 for its consideration.

