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COMMENTS BY CANADA ON THE SECOND DRAFT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S REPORT TO WTPF-09

Canada welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Second Draft of the Report of the Secretary-General to WTPF-09. 
In reviewing the provisions of Resolution 2 (Rev. Marrakesh, 2002), which is reflected in part in § i. of the Preamble of the Report, it is noted clearly that the WTPF shall not produce prescriptive regulatory outcomes or outputs with binding force. As a consequence, there is a clear expectation that the Secretary-General’s Report should neither offer nor imply any prescriptive suggestions with regard to the ITU role in responding to the themes outlined in Decision 9 (Antalya, 2006). It was Canada’s expectation, in this respect, that the Report would simply offer background material. The various drafts of the Report would in turn serve as the principal basis for the discussions at the WTPF itself. 

Given the purposes of the Report as outlined in Resolution 2, certain prescriptive points contained in various paragraphs are difficult to understand, particularly those which address matters outside the scope and responsibilities of the Union.  For example, in paragraph 5.3.4.2, it is suggested the international recommendations on the compatibility of technological solutions on a global scale would be desirable, including recommendations on collaboration between operators and law-enforcement authorities on undesirable information resources (including, for example, extremist websites, etc.). In paragraph 5.3.4.3, it is suggested that the WTPF should reach a consensus in major areas concerning security threats. 

In brief, it is Canada’s view that the Report should offer a neutral description of the matters under discussion, and that any prescriptive references should be removed or re-drafted as “options” for further consideration. Those options agreed in the Forum could be reflected in the “Opinions”, which will represent the outcome of the Forum deliberations. These draft “Opinions”, as outlined in section 7 of the Report, will be based on the themes of the WTPF itself.

With regard to the draft Opinions, and in recognition of section vi) of the Report which makes reference to the convening of a balanced, informal group of experts to assist in the preparatory process, including suggestions for the substance of possible draft “Opinions”, Canada would like to offer suggestions for candidate topics. These suggestions are based upon the themes of convergence, including Internet-related public policy matters and their impact on capacity-building in developing countries, and emerging telecommunications policy and regulatory issues. 

Such draft Opinions could focus on the following topics:
1 Cybersecurity: Having taken note of work being undertaken pursuant to WSIS Action Line C.5, the activities on cybersecurity in ITU-T, ITU-D and ITU-R, and the activities related to the ITU Global Cybersecurity Agenda and the High Level Expert Group, it is suggested that a draft Opinion could be focused on follow-up actions to those Recommendations of the HLEG Report which are consistent with the ITU mandate.
2 ICTs and Climate Change: Given the ITU-wide interest in the subject, cooperative and collaborative strategies and initiatives which could be pursued within ITU and with external organizations and entities could be focus of a second draft Opinion. Other related issues within the general field of ICTs and the environment include waste management, recycling and food security.
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