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	Draft

Address by Mr Getachew Engida, 
Deputy Director-General of UNESCO
on the occasion of the Opening Ceremony of the ITU-hosted
WSIS+10 High-Level Event
Geneva, 10 June 2014


Dr Hamadoun Touré, Secretary-General of the International Telecommunication Union, 

Mr. Mukhisa Kituyi, Secretary-General of UNCTAD,
Excellency Ms Doris Leuthard, Federal Councillor, Head of the Federal Department of the Environment, Transport, Energy and Communications, Switzerland,
Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the UNESCO Director-General, Ms Irina Bokova, I thank Dr Touré and the ITU for hosting the WSIS+10 High-Level Event. 

As co-organizer, I join him in welcoming you all, including those participating remotely. 

We have gathered today at a special time.

This is a time when the planet faces rising pressure.

This is a time when all societies are undergoing transformation.

I believe we all recognise the deepening interdependence of the world, not least through information and communication technologies.

All countries share a single destiny – the question is, can we act with single determination to craft the future we want for all?

This question is being explored by countries as they accelerate towards the Millennium Development Goals by 2015, as they shape a new sustainable development agenda to follow.

At this time, we must pursue unremittingly our shared goal.

This is to eradicate poverty by harnessing new sources of dynamism,

It is to craft inclusive, knowledge societies, where journalists can work safely, where freedom of expression is respected, where every woman and man is empowered to create knowledge from information and contribute fully. 

To achieve this vision, we need both technologies and the capacities to use them.

Alone, technology is not enough.

To empower, it must be married with skills, local content and opportunities for all. 

We cannot just invest in technologies -- we must invest in ecosystems.

Together, these are essential for economic growth.

They are vital for the sustainability of all development.

This is UNESCO’s vision, and it guides all our action – most notably, to facilitate the highest number of Action Lines. 

This vision underpinned the first WSIS+10 Review Event, co-organized at UNESCO Headquarters, with ITU, UNDP and UNCTAD, in February 2013. 

Bringing together 1450 participants from 130 countries, the Review Event adopted a Final Statement, called Information and Knowledge for All: An Expanded Vision and a Renewed Commitment. 

Endorsed at the 37th UNESCO General Conference, this is a major contribution to the 2015 WSIS Review -- and this is recognised in the documents we intend to adopt tomorrow. 
I believe we all recognise the importance of technologies for the post-2015 development agenda -- we need to move from recognition to action, to integrate ICTs more systematically throughout the post-2015 agenda.
Universal access, to technologies and their use, remains a distant reality for far too many women and men -- we need to close this gap, and I am convinced we can, if we press our case together, here and in New York.
In this spirit, I look forward to our discussions and thank you again for your commitment.
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