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Good morning everyone.  

 

I am very pleased to open this debate among such distinguished colleagues – and 

which is going to examine such an important topic for the future of all our societies. 

 

For millions around the world, the Internet is now a feature of everyday life. We 

cannot imagine what we would do without it. As well as a tremendous resource for 

individuals, the Internet is also a foundation for all sectors of the modern economy. In 

particular, high-speed broadband networks have become essential in many fields. In 

fact, they can now be viewed as fundamental infrastructure, on the same level as 

electricity or roads.   

 

ITU has recognized this in its “Build on Broadband” initiative. And it is why we have 

launched, with UNESCO, the Broadband Commission for Digital Development, as 

announced here yesterday at the WSIS Forum. High-speed networks are also a focus 

of the new report “National e-Strategies for Development” released yesterday, which 

shows that, across the globe, governments are looking to ICT for a successful future. 

 

As the basis for ICT, broadband is a uniquely powerful means of delivering the 

development goals that we aim to achieve by 2015. And the applications that the 

networks carry are the most important feature. What exactly can those applications 

do? The answer is, far more than we could have imagined just a few years ago! 

 

The power of broadband is that it allows enormous amounts of data to be sent 

instantly from business to business, among government departments, from researcher 

to university – locally or across the globe. Texts, images or videos can easily be 

shared. This makes all kinds of cooperation much easier and more effective.  

 

Shared computing power – so-called “cloud computing” – is becoming more and 

more important for scientists and for business. It can be scaled up or down, and 

accessed from anywhere, which makes for much greater flexibility. And cloud 

computing uses applications based on broadband. 

 

Another well-known example is the “smart grid” that is controlled with broadband 

applications. Electricity supplies can be constantly monitored, in real-time, so that 

demand and supply can be stabilized. This saves money, and, in saving energy, helps 

to combat climate change.  

 

For small and medium-sized businesses in particular, broadband provides a new way 

to trade and to let the world know about their products and services. Wherever they 

are based – even in remote parts of developing countries – these businesses can find a 

market, if they have access to broadband. 



 

To help manufacturers and retailers, RFID tags on goods can be tracked through 

broadband applications, making stock control and distribution more efficient. When it 

comes to transport in general, broadband applications send instant information about 

road conditions, so that traffic managers can plan ahead, and individual drivers can 

have easier journeys.  

 

For individuals, in fact, the power of broadband is becoming increasingly visible. 

Perhaps the first thing that comes to mind is entertainment. More and more people are 

going online to listen to music or watch videos – all delivered by broadband.  

 

But there are more serious  applications too. Education is an obvious example. 

Nowadays, if you want information, you turn to the Internet. But with broadband, you 

can have access to interactive educational applications that are real, online 

classrooms. Wherever you are, if you have broadband, you can learn. 

 

Medicine is another field where broadband is having a major impact. Because data 

can be sent so easily, an X-ray taken at a local clinic can be examined by a specialist 

at a distant hospital. In villages where there is no doctor, broadband applications can 

record and send information about a patient, and a return a diagnosis.   

 

Culture and language should not be forgotten either. The Internet connects the world. 

It spreads ideas, and, at the same time, it is a way for cultures to record and express 

their identities. With text, sound and video sent through broadband applications, we 

can all, in some way, speak to each other. 

 

I have been describing applications for broadband that, already, are embedded in a 

number of countries and which form an essential part of their infrastructure. The 

Republic of Korea is in the top league in this respect. I am sure that Mr Seo, with us 

here today, will give us many examples of how his country is benefiting from 

broadband.  

 

But every nation, no matter what its stage of development, can benefit from 

broadband too. No doubt, our other speakers here will outline just how this is starting 

to happen.  

 

It will be mobile technologies that lead the way in many economies. With almost five 

billion mobile phone subscribers around the globe, we are coming much closer to our 

target of connecting the world. If all of those people have access to broadband, they 

will be able to use the broadband applications I have mentioned – and the many, 

many more that are on the horizon. 

 

They are the broadband applications for tomorrow – a future that will be all the 

brighter because of the opportunities they bring. 

 

Thank you. 


