Rules for WSIS parallel events

These are the rules for the events that will be held in parallel to the second phase of the World Summit on the Information Society. They are based on the guidelines that have been issued for those events. 

1 - Dates and venues

Parallel events will be held at the Kram exhibition centre from 14 to 19 November 2005, in parallel to the official part of the Summit.

The events will be scheduled in two-hour time slots between 09:00 and 19:00:


09:00-11:00


11:00-13:00


13:00-15:00


15:00-17:00


17:00-19:00

Further sub-division into one-hour slots is possible.

Several time slots may be combined to give a work session of four, six, or eight hours, or a full day.

2 - Responsibilities of the organizers


i - Themes

The themes of parallel events are submitted by the organizers and approved by the Joint Committee.

The responsibility for content remains with the event organizers.


ii – Media Coverage of Parallel Events

Parallel event organizers are responsible for their own publicity and document production. 


iii - Speakers and moderators 

Event organizers are responsible for the conduct of their events, and for relations with the invited speakers or moderators.

Special requests from the latter should be addressed to the organizers of the parallel events in question.


iv - Rooms

Rooms will be made available to the organizers fifteen minutes before the beginning of the allocated time slot.

Rooms must be cleared again fifteen minutes before the end of the time slot.

Organizers must ensure that the rooms they have been allocated are left in the same condition in which they were found.

It is not permitted to take food or drink into the rooms allocated for parallel events.

3 - Support


i - Rooms

Subject to availability (decided by the Joint Committee), rooms for parallel events, along with basic furniture, are provided to the organizers in the Summit free of charge.

Within the Summit framework, official WSIS events and intergovernmental activities have higher priority than parallel events. It is therefore possible that, in certain cases, a parallel event may have to be cancelled to allow an official event to be held, after all other options for official Summit rooms have been exhausted.


ii - Equipment 

Sound equipment suitable for the event rooms will be provided free of charge.

Other equipment that may be required for a parallel event should be either



• provided by the organizer, or



• rented from the Organizing Committee.


iii - Services 

Other services that may be needed for parallel events (interpreting, hosting, security, printing etc.) can be arranged by the Organizing Committee on a paying basis.

4 - Parallel event programme


i - Establishment of programme

The final programme for parallel events, with venues and time slots, will be decided and established by the Joint Committee on the basis of availability.


ii - Announcement of programme

The Tunis 2005 Organizing Committee will distribute the programme for parallel events. During the Summit itself, it will also provide a daily bulletin (available in printed form or online) with updated information on events and meetings on the day’s programme.

5 - Reporting to the Summit plenary

The Secretary-General of WSIS will issue a list of reports to be officially presented at the WSIS plenary, designating speakers according to the procedure described in the document “Format of the Tunis Phase of the World Summit on the Information Society”.

6 - Legal arrangements

Parallel event organizers must officially confirm their request using the form provided on the official website of the host country (www.smsitunis2005.tn) and the official WSIS site of ITU (itu.int/wsis). 

Confirmation must be submitted by 30 September 2005 to one of the following addresses:


smsi-evenementsparalleles@mincom.tn 


or wsis-parallelevents@mincom.tn.

By sending the confirmation, the organizer undertakes to hold the parallel event in question in accordance with the present general rules.

Any organizer who fails to submit confirmation by 30 September 2005 will be considered to have withdrawn, and the Joint Committee and Organizing Committee will not be held responsible for those requests.

Requests for additional equipment and services from the Tunis 2005 Organizing Committee should be addressed in writing to:




s.g@smsitunis2005.tn 

The terms and conditions pertaining to such loans will be laid down in an agreement between the event organizer and the Tunis 2005 Organizing Committee.

