World Summit on the Information Society 

Informal Event

"The Global Virtual University - E-learning for a Sustainable Future”

February 27, 2003, 14:00-16:00 pm 

Room 18, Geneva International Conference Centre 
Programme

1. Introduction:  Harald Holt, Deputy Director, UNEP/GRID-Arendal, Director GVU
2. Higher Education and the Information Society, Brendan Barrett, UNU Academic Programme Officer

3. Intercultural Creation and Use of Electronic Learning Media, Luis Patron, UNU Educational Technologist

4. In Search of a New Educational Model: The UNU Global Virtual University, Harald Holt
Background

In September 2002, the United Nations University (UNU), the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), GRID-Arendal, Agder University College and the Government of Norway officially launched the Global Virtual University. At this informal event, we will present insights on the development of this project.

We will discuss the emergence of e-learning and its implications for higher education. In particular, we will discuss how these new technologies can be employed to enhance the capacities of the traditional universities, NGOs, government, international agencies and businesses to deliver education for sustainability.

The scope of new technologies to promote collaboration in both teaching and research between institutions from the South and North on environmental topics will be explored.

We are looking forward to meeting you at this informal event. For more information contact holt@grida.no or barrett@hq.unu.edu
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