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1
Introduction

At the previous meeting in November 2005, RAG adopted the guidelines for the implementation of Resolution ITU-R 44-1 (see Annex 2 to Document RAG05-1/24(Rev.1))1. It was further decided to continue the correspondence work with the view to proposing the revision, maintenance or suppression of Resolution ITU-R 44.
The CG work was initiated by the convenor in late August 2006, and since then consideration has been done within the CG. This document summarizes the work assigned to the CG, and presents options for possible treatment of Resolution ITU-R 44 for consideration by RAG in relation to updating of maintained ITU-R Recommendations.

2
Summarization of the CG work
The CG Convenor provided the following issues in his first contribution for consideration by the CG. 

Issue A: Final treatment of Resolution ITU-R 44
There may be two options:

A1
Suppression, transferring to “Guidelines (Res.44)” the remaining elements that are not included in the current text in “Guidelines (Res.44)”.


In this case, it will be required:

–
to redraft the text in “Guidelines (Res.44)” so that it becomes self-contained without referencing to Resolution 44 or its resolves;

–
to identify another Resolution, on which this Guideline is based.
A2
Revision with certain updating and modifications, referring to “Guidelines (Res.44)” as a method for the implementation of this Resolution.


In this option, the revision may be done in the following manner:
–
to make reference to “Guidelines (Res.44)” as a method for implementation of this Resolution;

–
to attach “Guidelines (Res.44)” to the Annex to the Resolution, with slight modifications.
Other elements for consideration:
Issue B1
Are there any elements to be further addressed in “Guidelines (Res.44)”?
Issue B2
How we could authorize “Guidelines (Res.44)” as a formal ITU-R text for use for the work of ITU-R Study Groups?

For Issue B2, the following suggestions have been made by the CG Convenor:
–
“Guidelines (Res.44)” could be posted on the ITU website as a separate “Guideline”;
–
“Guidelines (Res.44)” could be merged to “Guidelines (Res.1)” and posted on the ITU website, forming a part of “Guidelines (Res.1)” (see section 4.6 in “Guidelines (Res.1)”).

During the CG work, there has been no specific proposal addressing preference to either Option A1 or A2, nor additional items as to Issue B1.
3
Treatment of Resolution ITU-R 44 for consideration
In order to simplify our consideration, the following two options are provided for consideration by RAG.

Option 1:
to suppress Resolution ITU-R 44 with the following actions:
–
to redraft “Guidelines (Res.44)” to include the remaining elements in Resolution ITU‑R 44 that are not reflected in the current text;

–
to insert the revised “Guidelines (Res.44)” in section 4.6 of “Guidelines (Res.1)”.
An example draft text for this Option 1 is given in Attachment 1.
Option 2:
to retain Resolution ITU-R 44 with slight modifications and the addition of new Annex 1 containing the “Guidelines (Res.44)”.

An example draft text for this Option 2 is given in Attachment 2.

The CG Convenor would like to support Option 1 for the following reasons:
–
the purpose of Resolution ITU-R 44 is well addressed by the development of the “Guidelines” for its implementation;

–
updating of the Recommendation could be included in the working method of the Study Groups. (There is already a section on this subject in the current Guidelines (Res.1).) 

Further discussion will be required towards the agreement at the coming RAG06 meeting.
Attachments: 2
Attachment 1

Proposed revision of “Guidelines for the working methods of the Radiocommunication Assembly, the Radiocommunication Study Groups and related groups (2005)” under Resolution ITU-R 1-4
4.6
Updating of maintained Recommendations


Editor’s Note – The following texts (in 4.6.1 to 4.6.3) are basically new texts for “Guidelines (Res.1)”. The revision marks are made against Annex 2 to Document RAG05‑1/24(Rev.1) developed at the previous meeting. 
4.6.1
Updating of the substance (revision) of maintained Recommendations.

In view of reduction of the translation cost, any updating of the substance in ITU-R Recommendations for which any substantial revision was not made within 10-15 years should, as far as appropriate, be avoided.

4.6.2
Review of the maintained Recommendations toward deletion
Deletion of obsolete Recommendations is encouraged in the work of Study Groups (including the Coordination Committee for Vocabulary), Working Parties and Task Groups. In this process the following factors should be taken into account:

–
if the content of the Recommendations still have certain validity, are they really so useful as to be continuously recommended by ITU-R? 
–
is there another Recommendation developed later which handles the same (or quite similar) topics and could cover the points recommended in the old Recommendation?

–
in case that only a part of the Recommendation is regarded as still useful, possibility to transfer the relevant part to another Recommendation developed later.
It should be further taken into account:

–
that the status of telecommunication technology may differ from country to country and between Regions. Therefore, even if some administrations are in favour of suppressing an old Recommendation, technical /operational requirements addressed in that Recommendation may still be important for some other administrations.

When the consideration does not result in immediate deletion but a proposal for draft revision of the Recommendation, the guideline stated in §4.6.1 should apply.

The above work on the old Recommendations may be initiated also by a contribution from memberships.

To further facilitate the reviewing work, before the next Radiocommunication Assembly, the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau is invited, with the cooperation of the Chairmen of the Study Groups, to prepare lists of ITU-R Recommendations identified in §4.6.1 above. The relevant Study Groups are, therefore, requested to examine whether these Recommendations should be deleted, taking into account the factors stated before.

After the review by the relevant Study Groups, the results should be reported to the next Radiocommunication Assembly through the Chairmen of the Study Groups.

For Recommendations to be maintained, the reason could be identified as required. 

4.6.3 
Editorial updating of the maintained Recommendations 
Editorial updating includes the following cases:
–
ITU structural changes (CCIR to ITU-R, world administrative radio conference to world radiocommunication conference, IFRB to Radiocommunication Bureau, etc.);

–
the renumbering of Radio Regulations provisions* resulting from the simplification of the Radio Regulations, provided the Radio Regulation provision text is not changed;
–
updating of cross-references between ITU-R Recommendations;

–
need to delete references to Questions that are no longer in force.

For these editorial updating, the following procedure, which should not be regarded as draft revisions of Recommendations, may apply:

–
that each editorially updated Recommendation should be accompanied until the next revision by a footnote stating “Radiocommunication Study Group [number of Study Group to be inserted as appropriate] made editorial amendments to this Recommendation in the year [insert year in which amendments have been made]. 

However, the above procedure should not be applied to the updating of the ITU-R Recommendations incorporated by reference in the Radio Regulations and that such updating of ITU-R Recommendations should be made through the ordinary procedure for revising ITU-R Recommendations in accordance with Resolution ITU-R 1.
Furthermore, such editorial updating should not also be applied to Recommendations that have not been revised or newly developed during past 15 years.
Attachment 2

Proposed revision of Resolution ITU-R 44-1

Updating  of  certain  maintained  ITU-R  Recommendations

(2000-2003)

The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,

considering
a)
that there are numerous ITU-R Recommendations that have remained unchanged for a number of years;

b)
that many of the above Recommendations require updating in order to reflect the recent changes, such as:

–
ITU structural changes;

–
;
–
the renumbering of Radio Regulations provisions resulting from the simplification of the Radio Regulations, provided the Radio Regulation provision text is not changed;

–
that there are other cases where similar updating work is necessary, including updating of cross-references between ITU-R Recommendations;
–
the need to delete references to Questions that are no longer in force;
c)
that it is important to keep the ITU-R Recommendations up to date;

d)
that the updating work should not create an undue workload on administrations and the secretariat,

resolves
1
that each Radiocommunication Study Group should continue to review the maintained Recommendations and, if they are found no longer necessary, should propose their deletion;

2
that, where appropriate, each Radiocommunication Study Group is encouraged to editorially update the maintained Recommendations as referred to in considering b);

3
that the above purely editorial updating should not be regarded as draft revisions of Recommendations, but each editorially updated Recommendation should be accompanied until the next revision by a footnote stating “Radiocommunication Study Group [number of Study Group to be inserted as appropriate] made editorial amendments to this recommendation in the year [insert year in which amendments have been made] in accordance with Resolution ITU-R 44”;

4
that the Coordination Committee for Vocabulary should be regarded as a Radiocommunication Study Group in this Resolution;

5
that the above resolves 1, 2 and 3 shall not be applied to the updating of the ITU-R Recommendations incorporated by reference in the Radio Regulations and that such updating of ITU-R Recommendations shall be made through the ordinary procedure for revising ITU-R Recommendations in accordance with Resolution ITU-R 1,
6
that, for implementation of resolves 1, 2 and 3 above, the Guidelines provided in Annex 1 to this Resolution should be used.




Annex 1 (to Resolution ITU-R 44)
Editor’s Note –The following text is basically a new text as an Annex to Resolution ITU-R 44. The revision marks are made against Annex 2 to Document RAG05-1/24(Rev.1) developed at the previous meeting. 

Guidelines for updating of ITU-R Recommendations 
1
Review of the maintained Recommendations as stated in resolves 1
1.1
Updating of the substance (revision) of maintained Recommendations
In view of reduction of the translation cost, any updating of the substance in ITU-R Recommendations for which any substantial revision was not made within 10-15 years should, as far as appropriate, be avoided.

1.2
Review of the maintained Recommendations toward deletion
Deletion of obsolete Recommendations is encouraged in the work of Study Groups, Working Parties and Task Groups. In this process the following factors should be taken into account:

–
if the content of the Recommendations still have certain validity, are they really so useful as to be continuously recommended by ITU-R?
–
is there another Recommendation developed later which handles the same (or quite similar) topics and could cover the points recommended in the old Recommendation?

–
in case that only a part of the Recommendation is regarded as still useful, possibility to transfer the relevant part to another Recommendation developed later.
It should be further taken into account:

–
that the status of telecommunication technology may differ from country to country and between Regions. Therefore, even if some administrations are in favour of suppressing an old Recommendation, technical /operational requirements addressed in that Recommendation may still be important for some other administrations.

When the consideration does not result in immediate deletion but a proposal for draft revision of the Recommendation, the guideline stated in §1.1 should apply.

The above work on the old Recommendations may be initiated also by a contribution from memberships.

To further facilitate the reviewing work, before the next Radiocommunication Assembly, the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau is invited, with the cooperation of the Chairmen of the Study Groups, to prepare lists of ITU-R Recommendations identified in § 1.1 above. The relevant Study Groups are, therefore, requested to examine whether these Recommendations should be deleted, taking into account the factors stated before.

After the review by the relevant Study Groups, the results should be reported to the next Radiocommunication Assembly through the Chairmen of the Study Groups.

For Recommendations to be maintained, the reason could be identified as required.
2
Editorial updating of the maintained Recommendations as stated in resolves 2
Editorial updating stated in resolves 2 includes the following cases:
–
ITU structural changes (CCIR to ITU-R, world administrative radio conference to world radiocommunication conference, IFRB to Radiocommunication Bureau, etc.);

–
the renumbering of Radio Regulations provisions* resulting from the simplification of the Radio Regulations, provided the Radio Regulation provision text is not changed;
–
updating of cross-references between ITU-R Recommendations;

–
need to delete references to Questions that are no longer in force.

For these editorial updating, the procedure stated in resolves 3 may apply (see also resolves 5). However, such editorial updating based on resolves 2 should not be applied to Recommendations that have not been revised or newly developed during past 15 years.
____________






1 	In this contribution, this Annex 2 to Document RAG05-1/24(Rev.1) is provisionally termed as “Guidelines (Res.44)”. Another guideline contained in CA/155, i.e. “Guidelines for the working methods of the Radiocommunication Assembly, the Radiocommunication Study Groups and related groups” is expressed in “Guidelines (Res.1)”.


* 	The Radiocommunication Bureau should be consulted in this respect.


* 	The Radiocommunication Bureau should be consulted in this respect.
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