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	PROPOSAL FOR THE WORK OF THE CONFERENCE

	AGENDA ITEMS 1.30 AND 7.1


1.30
to consider possible changes to the procedures for the advance publication, coordination and notification of satellite networks in response to Resolution 86 (Minneapolis, 1998)

7.1
to consider and approve the Report of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau on the activities of the Radiocommunication Sector since WRC-2000, including on any difficulties or inconsistencies encountered in the application of the Radio Regulations, and action in response to Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC-2000)

1
Issues

The Administration of the Kingdom of Tonga has studied the different national proposals, and also noted comments made by the BR Director in his report, regarding the application of Resolution 49 (Rev.WRC-2000) and certain inconsistencies in the wording and application thereof.

Following a study of these proposals, the Administration of the Kingdom of Tonga has noted a further inconsistency with the application of part of Resolution 49 (Rev.WRC-2000) which appears not to have been identified in the various national proposals.

In resolves 2 of Resolution 49, administrations with satellite network filings whose API was received by BR before 22 November 1997, and whose assignments were not yet recorded in the Master International Frequency Register by that date, are required to provide due diligence information under Resolution 49 not later than 21 November 2003, or before the expiry of the notified period for bringing the satellite network into use, plus any extension period which shall not exceed three years pursuant to the application of No. 1550, whichever date comes earlier. 

This can lead to an inequitable situation, whereby administrations with satellite networks whose API was received between 21 November 1994 and 21 November 1997 are required to provide due diligence before the end of the maximum nine-year period permitted by No. 1550. This should be contrasted with administrations with satellite networks whose API was received before 21 November 1994, which have not been required to submit due diligence until the end of the full permitted nine-year period for bringing the network into use.

In the most extreme case, the due diligence for a satellite network whose API was submitted on 21 November 1997 would be required after only six years, whereas the maximum permitted period for putting this network into use, in accordance with No. 1550, is nine years.

Particularly in view of the current economic difficulties which at the present time can make it difficult to implement high-cost satellite projects, especially for small and developing countries, Tonga believes that all satellite networks whose API was received prior to 22 November 1997 should be given the maximum permitted time to put their networks into use and thus that for these networks the due diligence information should not have to be provided until the expiry of the maximum permitted period for bringing into use in accordance with No. 1550.

In order to implement this approach, a proposal to modify resolves 2 of Resolution 49 (Rev.WRC‑2000) is given below.

Tonga believes that this proposal can be adopted without any concern for the satellite processing backlog, because all networks which would be affected by this change have already been published and are thus no longer part of the backlog. Moreover, the proposal removes an inequity in the treatment of some satellite networks and thus is an appropriate change to Resolution 49.

It is further noted that this proposal is consistent with the advice of the BR Director in his Report to WRC, in section 3.3.6 of Document 4, Addendum 3, that with a “view to streamlining it and to minimize administrative burden on administrations and the Bureau”, the Resolution 49 information for satellite networks could perhaps be required “only at the end of the regulatory period to bring assignments into use”.

2
Proposal

MOD
TON/169/1

RESOLUTION  49  (Rev.WRC-2000)

...

resolves

...

2
that for a satellite network or satellite system within the scope of § 1, 2 or 3 of Annex 1 to this Resolution not yet recorded in the Master International Frequency Register (MIFR) by 22 November 1997, for which the advance publication information under No. 1042 or the request for a modification to the Plans of Appendices 30 and 30A or for the application of Section III of Article 6 of Appendix 30B has been received by the Bureau before 22 November 1997, the responsible administration shall submit to the Bureau the complete due diligence information in accordance with Annex 2 to this Resolution before the expiry of the notified period for bringing the satellite network into use, plus any extension period which shall not exceed three years pursuant to the application of No. 1550 or the dates specified in the relevant provisions of Article 4 of Appendix 30, Article 4 of Appendix 30A or Article 6 of Appendix 30B. If the date of bringing into use, including extension specified above, is before 1 July 1998, the responsible administration shall submit to the Bureau the complete due diligence information in accordance with Annex 2 to this Resolution not later than 1 July 1998;

_________________
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