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1.7.2
review of the provisions of Article 19 concerning the formation of call signs in the amateur services in order to provide flexibility for administrations

Introduction

The complete international call sign series beginning with the character “2” has been allocated to the United Kingdom. The first character “2” therefore constitutes the nationality identification for that international series. However, there is an anomaly in Article 19, Section III, dealing with the formation of call signs, in that No. 19.50.1 does not make reference to the call sign series commencing with the character “2” when listing the call sign series in which the first character alone is sufficient for nationality identification. The call sign series beginning with character “2” is a full series and thus should be included within No. 19.50.1. This series appears to be the only full series that is not included within No. 19.50.1. It would also be useful to clarify which call sign series are interpreted as full series.

Background

Article 19 of the Radio Regulations provides guidance for “Identification of Stations”. Nos. 19.29, 19.50 and 19.50.1 define the formation and nationality identification of call signs, and Nos. 19.67, 19.68 and 19.69 further detail the specific formation of call signs for amateur and experimental stations as shown below: 

19.29
§ 12
1)
All stations open to international public correspondence, all amateur stations, and other stations which are capable of causing harmful interference beyond the boundaries of the territory or geographical area in which they are located, shall have call signs from the international series allocated to its administration as given in the Table of Allocation of International Call Sign Series in Appendix 42.

19.50
§ 22
Call signs in the international series are formed as indicated in Nos. 19.51 to 19.71. The first two characters shall be two letters or a letter followed by a digit or a digit followed by a letter. The first two characters or in certain cases the first character of a call sign constitute the nationality identification4 .

_______________

4 
19.50.1
For call sign series beginning with B, F, G, I, K, M, N, R and W, only the first character is required for nationality identification. In the cases of half series, the first three characters are required for nationality identification.

19.67

Amateur and experimental stations
19.68
§ 30
1)


–
one character (see No. 19.50.1) and a single digit (other than 0 or 1), followed by a group of not more than three letters, or

–
two characters and a single digit (other than 0 or 1), followed by a group of not more than three letters.

19.69

2)
However, the prohibition of the use of the digits 0 and 1 does not apply to amateur stations.

The Table of allocation of international call sign series in Appendix 42 details the call sign series that are allocated to each administration by either full or half series. The current full series call sign allocations to the United Kingdom are GAA-GZZ, MAA-MZZ, and 2AA-2ZZ.

There are other proposals for revision of Article 19 at WRC-03 relating directly to the formation of call signs in the amateur services under Agenda Item 1.7.2, but none appear to alleviate the anomaly directly related to the formation of full series call signs within the United Kingdom, namely the omission of the full series nationality identifier “2” from No. 19.50.1.

Proposal

ARTICLE  19
Identification of stations

Section III  –  Formation of call signs

MOD
G/105/1

19.50
§ 22
Call signs in the international series are formed as indicated in Nos. 19.51 to 19.71. The first two characters shall be two letters or a letter followed by a digit or a digit followed by a letter. The first two characters or in certain cases the first character of a call sign constitute the nationality identificationMOD 4 .

_______________

4 
19.50.1
For full call sign series, for example those beginning with B, F, G, I, K, M, N, R, W and 2, only the first character is required for nationality identification. In the cases of half series, the first three characters are required for nationality identification.

Reasons:
To remedy the lack of a reference to the call sign series beginning with character “2” and to clarify that “full” call sign series are precisely those where the first character alone is needed for nationality identification.

______________
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