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draft  RESOLUTION  [AUS/yy/AGENDA]  (WRC-03)

Preliminary agenda for conferences

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003),

considering

a)
that, in accordance with No. 118 of the ITU Convention, the general scope of the agenda for world radiocommunication conferences (WRCs) should be established four to six years in advance;

b)
Article 13 of the Constitution relating to the competence and scheduling of world radiocommunication conferences and Article 7 of the ITU Convention relating to their agendas;

c)
that Article 34 of the Convention requires conferences to be fiscally responsible;

d)
that Resolution 80 (Rev. Marrakesh, 2002) recognizes the positive contribution of regional and informal groups and the need for improved efficiency and fiscal prudence;

e)
the relevant Resolutions and Recommendations of previous world radiocommunication conferences,

noting

a)
that agendas for WRCs have been growing in their number of issues to be addressed, and that some issues could not be resolved adequately in the time allotted to the conference, including conference preparations;

b)
that some agenda items have a greater impact on the future of radiocommunications than others;

c)
that proposed agenda items without ramifications on the Radio Regulations could be addressed by other fora;
d)
the resources of ITU are severely restricted;

e)
that there is a need to limit the agenda of conferences in a manner that allows the major issues to be dealt with equitably and efficiently,

resolves

1
that regard shall be taken of the principles in the Annex when developing the general scope of future WRC agendas;

2
that regional issues that can be expected to be agreed on a global basis without undue ramification be considered by the Special Committee for Regulatory and Procedural Matters,

urges administrations

to participate in regional activities for the preparation of future WRC agendas.

ANNEX  TO  draft  RESOLUTION  [AUS/yy/AGENDA]  (WRC-03)

Principles for WRC agenda setting

Adoption criteria

A conference may include items on a conference agenda in principle if:

1)
it addresses issues of a worldwide and/or regional character;
2)
there is an expectation that a regulatory change is necessary;
3)
the item is assigned to it by the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference;
4)
the item is reported to it by the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau;
5)
the item is related to allocation, allotment or assignment;
6)
it can be demonstrated that required studies will be completed prior to that conference;
7)
to the extent possible, any subject that has been on the agenda for two consecutive world radiocommunication conferences should not be considered for the following WRC; 
8)
resources associated with subjects are kept within a range which is manageable for administrations, the Radiocommunication Bureau, and Study Groups of ITU-R.
Agenda process
Agenda development should:

–
encourage subjects for WRC to be coordinated in regional preparation for the WRC establishing the agenda in accordance with Resolution 72 (Rev.WRC-2000);

–
ensure that the agenda consists of those items that are agreed and proposed through regional forums and that:

–
each regional group should give priority order to around ten topics; and

–
urgent items proposed by multiple regions have priority;

–
incorporate formal and informal collaboration in the interval between conferences with a view to resolving differences on new agenda items in accordance with Resolution 80 (Rev.Marrakesh, 2002);

–
incorporate an assessment of the financial and other resource implications in proposals (with the assistance of the Radiocommunication Bureau, as necessary);

–
ensure that the objectives and scope statement of proposed items are contextually complete and unambiguous (to the extent practicable);
–
be duly and fully informed by the Radiommunication Assemblies of the status of the studies relating to the potential agenda items before considering them as possible candidates for future agenda items.
Reasons:
To provide criteria for inclusion of items in a WRC agenda, in order to keep WRC agendas from becoming increasingly large and complex.
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