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1
Introduction

Resolution 18 adopted by the Kyoto Plenipotentiary Conference in 1994 formally addresses the issue that the backlog of satellite filings at ITU has become serious and requires formal attention. Since that time various fora including the ad hoc Group 2 on ITU Reform, the Satellite Backlog Action Group (SAT-BAG), ITU-R Study Groups and the CPM to WRC-03 have discussed options that could address the backlog of filings at ITU/BR.

Council 2001 adopted Resolution 1182, which recommended that the Board develop, as a matter of urgency, a set of Rules of Procedure, consistent with the Radio Regulations, intended to eliminate the backlog. The Board, at its 25th meeting, approved two temporary Rules of Procedure relating to the partial suspension of No. 9.35 and the extension of the coordination arc under No. 9.36 to bands above 3 GHz. This contribution focuses on the new Rule of Procedure on No. 9.35 which suspends all examinations other than that for conformity with respect to the Table of Frequency Allocations. The Board instructed the Bureau to apply the new rule provisionally to those networks for which complete coordination information was received by the Bureau on or after the 1 June 1999, pending their consideration by WRC-03.

2
Considerations

CPM-02 discussed the issue of the provisional RoP for No. 9.35, and the report of the CPM to WRC-03 identified two methods (A and B) that could be taken to address this matter. Briefly, Method A of the CPM Report on the provisionally adopted Rule of Procedure invites WRC‑03 not to endorse the provisional Rule of Procedure on No. 9.35, while Method B invites WRC‑03 to incorporate the essence of the provisional rules into the Radio Regulations. The CPM Report lists the advantages and disadvantages for each of the methods. Canada has been and remains active on this issue and considers it of fundamental importance that administrations need to reconcile the following:

i)
the financial resources allocated to ITU/BR are limited;

ii)
documentation issued by the Bureau regarding coordination requests must be as complete as possible including an assessment on their compliance with the Radio Regulations;

iii)
the notifying administrations should be charged with the responsibility of providing all the information necessary so that the ITU processes could be implemented efficiently and potentially affected administrations would be better able to respond at all stages of implementation of the ITU/RR procedures, including coordination requests addressed to them; and

iv)
the work that might be incurred by the Bureau in dealing with coordination requests already published under the provisional RoP (approximately 1 000 requests) must be minimal, if any.

With these requirements/conditions in mind, the Canadian administration offers the following proposal for consideration by the Conference.

3
Proposal

The Administration of Canada proposes that the following process be adopted in the form of a resolution. The salient points of the proposal are as follows:

i)
the Bureau undertakes, as a matter of urgency, to develop and make available to administrations by a date, to be specified by the Conference in consultations with the Bureau, hereunder and Resolution [XXX] referred to as the [date], the software required to perform the technical examinations, pursuant to No. 9.35 of the Radio Regulations and indicate conformity where possible in a technical report capturing these results;

ii)
coordination requests received by the Bureau after [date] shall not be receivable if the report identified in i) above is not included in the submission;

iii)
the Bureau shall as soon as possible after [date] publish in a circular letter a list of networks subject to the provisional RoP, for which the coordination request is either published or awaiting publication, requesting administrations to submit the technical report identified in i) above, for each of their respective filings within [x] days from the date of publication of the circular letter;

iv)
that administrations shall use this software and the report produced shall be included in their submissions of coordination requests to the Bureau;

v)
that this report becomes an integral part of the requirements applicable to the submission of a satellite network coordination request to the Bureau; an administration failing to provide the requested reports for its filings will cause the associated assignments to be deemed unfavourable;

vi)
that the Bureau shall examine the technical report and render a finding on the status of the non-conforming assignments base on any additional information supplied by the notifying administration, as appropriate;

vii)
the Bureau shall publish these reports as addenda to the already published coordination requests or include them in the coordination requests awaiting publication;

viii)
in the interim, and until [date] a notifying administration of a planned satellite network may seek the assistance of the Bureau regarding its network’s coordination requirements with respect to another network having a coordination request published under the provisional RoP on No. 9.35, if such a concern can be substantiated by a technical analysis of published information;

ix)
the Bureau shall inform the administration whose network is under examination pursuant to viii) above;

x)
the Bureau shall study this request and other relevant information and arrive at a conclusion which will be published as an addendum to the relevant BR IFIC.

4
Conclusion

This document offers an equitable solution to the long debate on how to reduce the backlog of satellite filings at the Bureau. It focuses primarily on recent developments as contained in the CPM Report to WRC‑03 and attempts to bridge the differences between the two views reported therein. Through the implementation of the proposed automation, the Bureau will not be burdened with technical evaluations at the coordination stage and at the same time the proposal deals with the difficulties experienced by administrations in connection with a “qualified favourable” finding assigned to any planned assignment as long as it is found in compliance with the Table of Frequency Allocations. To facilitate the work of the Conference, the proposal is outlined in this document in the form of a Resolution.

ADD
CAN/43/38

Draft Resolution [XXX] (WRC‑03)

Technical examination of satellite networks under No. 9.35

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003),

considering

a)
that Resolution 18 adopted by the Kyoto Plenipotentiary Conference (1994) formally recognized that the backlog of satellite filings was a matter which required formal attention;

b)
that Council Resolution 1182 recommends that the Radio Regulations Board develop a set of Rules of Procedure, consistent with the Radio Regulations, which are intended to eliminate the current satellite backlog;

c)
that the Board, at its 25th meeting, adopted a temporary Rule of Procedure suspending the technical examination of satellite network filings which would be conducted under No. 9.35,

recognizing

a)
that there was no general agreement on this temporary Rule of Procedure on its conformity with the Radio Regulations;

b)
that there is a need for greater involvement of notifying administrations in assisting the Bureau to discharge its responsibilities in respect of satellite network coordination requests;

c)
that the Bureau is facing financial restraints,

resolves

1
that the Bureau undertakes, as a matter of urgency, to develop and make available to administrations on [date] the software required to perform the technical examinations
, pursuant to No. 9.35 of the Radio Regulations and indicate conformity in a technical report capturing these results;

2
that administrations shall use this software as of [date] and the report produced shall be included in their submissions of coordination requests to the Bureau;

3
that the Bureau shall examine the technical report and assign a qualified favourable finding to conforming assignments and review the non-conforming assignments, along with any other information provided by the notifying administration, and render a finding on their status, as appropriate;


that the Bureau shall include these findings in the relevant satellite network special section;

5
that coordination requests received by the Bureau after [date] shall not be receivable if the report identified in resolves 1 above is not included in the submission;

6
that with regard to coordination requests published or received and not as yet published under the provisional rule of procedures prior to [date]:

i)
the Bureau shall as soon as possible after [date] publish in a circular letter a list of such networks requesting the notifying administrations to submit the technical report identified in resolves 1 for each of their respective filings within [x] days from the date of publication of the circular letter;

ii)
an administration failing to provide the requested reports for its filings will cause the associated assignments to be deemed unfavourable;

iii)
the Bureau shall examine the technical report and assign a qualified favourable finding to conforming assignments and review the non-conforming assignments along with any other information provided by the notifying administration and render a finding on their status, as appropriate;

iv)
the Bureau shall publish these reports as addenda to the already published coordination requests or include them in the coordination requests awaiting publication;

v)
in the interim, and until [date] a notifying administration of a planned satellite network may seek the assistance of the Bureau regarding its network’s coordination requirements with respect to another network having a coordination request published under the provisional RoP on No. 9.35, if such a concern can be substantiated by a technical analysis of published information;

vi)
the Bureau shall inform the administration whose network is under examination pursuant to v) above;

vii)
the Bureau shall study this request and other relevant information and arrive at a conclusion which will be published as an addendum to the relevant BR IFIC.

____________







�	Specifically examinations with respect to:


–	any power limits referred to in applicable footnotes, Resolutions or Recommendations;


–	the power limits for earth stations as specified in Nos. 21.8, 21.10, 21.12 and 21.13;


–	the limits of power flux-density from space stations produced at the Earth's surface as specified in Table 21-4 (21.16), as well as in Tables 22-1A to 22-1D (22.5C);


–	the limits of power flux-density from space stations produced at the geostationary orbit as specified in Nos. 22.5 and 22.5A;


–	the limits of power flux�density from earth stations produced at the GSO as specified in Table 22.2 (22.5D);


–	the limits of power flux�density from space stations produced at any point in the geostationary orbit as specified in Table 22.3 (22.5F); and


–	the off-axis power limits of earth stations in the fixed�satellite service specified in Nos. 22.26 to 22.39d.
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