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Proposal

to review the definitions of fixed and mobile services in Article 1 to ensure that these definitions cover the full range of applications, including delivery of broadband services without ambiguity and artificial barriers, taking into account the evolution of technology, standards and licensing practices

Background/Reasons

Over the past ten years the telecommunications industry has changed dramatically to respond to a new competitive environment in both inter-city telecommunication traffic and local access. In addition, the rapid growth and acceptance of the Internet at the consumer, commercial and institutional levels have spurred demand for broadband services both in cities and rural areas. 

New wireless applications have emerged to participate in this new market. For example, IMT-2000 systems will be capable of providing local residential telephony access and broadband services in addition to voice and data services to mobile subscribers. Also, there has been significant growth in high-density point-to-point and point-to-multipoint systems. These systems can provide telephony and broadband services to residential and commercial markets and are often capable of delivering service to both fixed and nomadic terminals.

New licence-exempt systems such as wireless LANs offer broadband access to both nomadic and stationary terminals. There has been considerable growth throughout the world in the use of wireless LANs and there are standards programmes under way to support enhanced features such as interference mitigation and higher data rates.

These new applications have blurred the traditional difference between certain radio services. For example, there are mobile systems delivering wireless access to residential subscribers and there are broadband fixed systems that offer ubiquitous service to both stationary and nomadic terminals. As a result there is a need to update the Article 1 definitions to accommodate these applications. It is clear that current definitions are too restrictive for many new wireless systems.

In addition, as technology evolves, this problem will become more acute especially with emergence of software defined radios and low-power ultrawideband equipment. This is an opportunity for ITU to provide global solutions that will in turn promote and support a growing wireless market, including both commercial and non-commercial applications.
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PART III

Proposals for new items to be included on the agenda for future conferences

Canada proposes that the following item be included on the agenda for future conferences (WRC‑10).
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