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1.9
to consider Appendix 13 and Resolution 331 (Rev.WRC-97) with a view to their deletion and, if appropriate, to consider related changes to Chapter SVII and other provisions of the Radio Regulations, as necessary, taking into account the continued transition to and introduction of the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS)

1
Introduction

Appendix 13 of Radio Regulations contains non-GMDSS provisions and Resolution 331 (Rev.WRC-97) covers transition from Appendix 13 to full GMDSS implementation. The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended, prescribes that all ships subject to this Convention shall be fitted for the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) by 1 February 1999. A number of administrations have taken steps to implement the GMDSS also for vessels not subject to the 1974 SOLAS Convention. Most vessels no longer carry radio officers and Morse code is no longer a requirement.

Coast radio stations offering Morse services have gradually closed down over the past few years and with this decline the Radio Regulations need to be updated to reflect these changes. This agenda item reviews Appendix 13 and Resolution 331 (Rev.WRC-97) with a view to their deletion and, if appropriate, to consider related changes to Chapter SVII and other provisions of the Radio Regulations, as necessary, taking into account the introduction of the GMDSS.

2
Proposal


ARB/27A9/1

The Arab Administrations support Method A of the CPM text, i.e. no change to Appendix 13, to give more time for the transition to GMDSS, as all vessels are still not fitted with GMDSS.

Reasons:
A large number of non-SOLAS vessels should not be left without regulatory control to meet their distress and safety communications requirements. More time should be given for GMDSS implementation to be completed.

_______________







• For reasons of economy, this document is being provided on CD-ROM.  Participants are therefore kindly asked •
to bring their personal copies to the meeting since no others can be made available. 
A CD-ROM containing all preparatory documents will be provided to each participant on arrival.
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