ADD
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–
to consider the results of the ITU‑R studies on the global broadband possibly to determine the spectrum requirements for the provision, on a worldwide basis, of satellite high-speed Internet services;

–
to identify, to the extent practicable, the globally/regionally harmonized frequency bands that may be used for the implementation of high-speed Internet,

–
to consider regulatory/technical provisions, as necessary, for the introduction of such applications taking into account the needs in particular of developing countries and those with sparsely populated areas.
Background/reason

Bridging the “digital divide” is one of the top priorities for the international community today. One possible way to reduce this imbalance, and accelerate the delivery of information and communications technologies (ICT) throughout the world, could be to implement a technical and regulatory environment that aims to promote the provision of high-speed Internet namely in developing countries, including the least-developed countries, the land-locked and island countries, and economies in transition. Compared to other technologies, satellite communications have the advantage of being able to provide broadband services within a reasonable time-frame.

The proposed environment could hinge on the development of a global market for terminal equipment and broadband through adoption of a common technical standard, identification of orbital resources and frequency spectrum for the satellite systems willing to provide high-speed Internet, and implementation of a minimal regulatory.

The Radiocommunication Assembly (RA-03) approved a new Question (269/4), requesting ITU-R to study:
–
the frequency spectrum requirements for the provision, on a worldwide basis, of high‑speed Internet;

–
the frequency bands that could be identified in the short-, medium- and long-term for the provision of high‑speed Internet;

–
the technical and operational characteristics that could facilitate the mass production of simple (VSAT) terminal equipment at affordable prices.

In fact, the satellite telecommunications technology has the potential to accelerate the availability of high-speed Internet. In addition, the international nature of satellite services would benefit from greater international harmonization in the use of frequencies, and open and interoperable standards for user terminal equipment. For the purposes of global operations and economies of scale, it is advisable to agree on common technical and frequency system parameters and to also guarantee that ITU-R plays an important role in the promotion of global t
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