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draft  Resolution  [PP  and  DR]  (WRC-03)

Public protection and disaster relief

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003),

considering

a)
the growing telecommunication needs of public agencies and organizations dealing with law and order, disaster relief, emergency response and protection of life and property;

b)
that there is a need for interoperability and interworking between public protection and disaster relief networks for international and cross-border operations in emergency situations;

c)
that organizations, including commercial entities, are involved in providing solutions for disaster relief activities through special programmes;

d)
that some features supporting public protection and disaster relief activities use commercially operated systems;

e)
that commercially operated systems are already capable of partially fulfilling the needs of public protection and disaster relief, and the development of functions which will fulfil such needs is continuing;

f)
that current public protection and disaster relief applications are mostly narrow-band, including voice and low data‑rate applications, typically in channel bandwidths of 25 kHz or less;

g)
that although there will continue to be narrow-band requirements, many future applications will be wideband (indicative data rates in the range of 384-500 kbit/s) and/or broadband (indicative data rates in the range of 1-100 Mbit/s) with channel bandwidths dependent on the use of spectrally efficient technologies; 
h)
that new technologies for wideband and broadband public protection and disaster relief applications are being developed in various standards organizations; 
i)
that Resolution 36 (Rev.Marrakesh, 2002) of the Plenipotentiary Conference urges Member States to facilitate the use of telecommunications for the safety and security of humanitarian personnel,

recognizing

a)
that public protection activities are day-to-day operations and are conducted for the most part within respective national borders using public protection assets of the nation and, as such, spectrum planning is a national matter;

b)
the importance of international and cross-border interoperability in the provision of spectrum for disaster relief;
c)
that spectrum planning for public protection and disaster relief is done at the national level, taking into account the need for cooperation with other administrations;

d)
the special needs of developing countries for such application; 

e)
the needs of countries, particularly for developing countries, for low‑cost communications equipment for public protection and disaster relief agencies and organizations;
f)
that the trend is to increase the use of technologies based on Internet protocols, 

noting

a)
that many administrations use frequency bands below 1 GHz for narrow-band public protection and disaster relief applications;
b)
that public protection and disaster relief agencies and organizations have a minimum set of requirements, including, but not limited to, interoperability, secure and reliable communications, sufficient capacity to respond to emergencies, priority access in use of non-dedicated voice and data systems, fast response times, ability to handle multiple group calls and ability to cover large areas;

c)
that the identification of multiple frequency bands and use of innovative technologies can help to meet the communication needs in public protection and disaster relief situations,

resolves

1
to invite administrations to encourage public protection and disaster relief agencies and organizations to utilize both existing and new technologies and solutions (satellite and terrestrial), to the extent practicable, to satisfy public protection and disaster relief interoperability requirements and to further the goals of public protection and disaster relief;

2
that administrations encourage agencies and organizations to use advanced wireless solutions for public protection and disaster relief operations, 
invites ITU-R

1
to conduct studies, to assess the possible harmonization of frequency bands used for disaster relief operations, taking into account existing services in these bands; 

2
to conduct studies for the development of an ITU-R Recommendation on technologies to take advantages of multiple frequency bands,

instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

to report on the results of these studies to the next competent conference,

invite administrations

to participate in the aforementioned studies by submitting contributions to ITU-R,

recommends

that the next competent conference consider, to the extent practicable, the identification in a resolution of globally/regionally harmonized frequency bands for disaster relief.
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