ADD
ASP/25/195
draft  RESOLUTION  [asp/1.27/grouping]  (WRC-03)

Studies relating to the application of the grouping concept in 
Appendices 30 and 30A for administrations in Regions 1 and 3

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003),

considering

a)
that administrations may desire to modify some of the parameters of an assignment in the Plan or the List of Appendix 30 and/or 30A;

b)
that modification of parameters can only take place through introduction of an additional assignment after the successful application of the modification procedures contained in Article 4 of Appendix 30 and/or 30A;

c)
that an assignment which is a modification to another assignment will not operate simultaneously with the original assignment;

d)
that the protection of assignments in the Plan and the List in Appendices 30 and 30A is based upon an aggregate EPM criterion;

e)
that calculation of interference from an assignment and another assignment that modifies this will lead to over-conservative interference assessment of interference into other assignments;

f)
that calculation of interference between an assignment and another assignment that modifies this will lead to a very low EPM and loss of protection against subsequent filings;

g)
that the grouping concept as it is currently applied for Regions 1 and 3 allows two assignments in one orbital location that are not operated simultaneously to be grouped together;

h)
that interference is not calculated between assignments in the same group and that interference into other assignments is calculated only from the worst assignment;

i)
that WRC-2000 prohibited grouping in Region 1 and 3 of assignments in different orbital locations;

j)
that successful coordination of one assignment may complicate successful coordination for subsequent filings;

k)
that some countries have expressed concern that the application of the grouping concept could unduly reduce the chances for other administrations wanting to coordinate new capacity in Appendix 30 and/or 30A through the Article 4 modification procedures,

noting

a)
that CPM-02 considered a proposed solution in which there is a limit to the number of assignments in a group and/or number of groups in one orbital location;

b)
that special care has to be given to the definition of the “number of networks” as well as the “number of groups”,

resolves

1
to invite ITU-R to carry out studies to determine:

–
how to ensure that administrations can introduce modifications to assignments in the Plan or the List of Appendices 30 and 30A without the loss of protection from subsequent filings;

–
if there should be a limit to the number of assignments in a group;

–
if there should be a limit to the number of groups in one orbital location;
2
to recommend that WRC-07 consider, on the basis of the results of the studies referred to in resolves 1, possible amendments to Appendices 30 and 30A;
3
that pending the results of the studies and the decisions of WRC-07, in Regions 1 and 3, the number of networks
 in a group at a given orbital location shall provisionally be limited to two. National assignment(s) contained in the Plan will not be counted if its (their) grouping is/are so required,

instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau
to implement resolves 3 above as of 4 July 2003,
urges administrations

to participate actively in such studies, with the involvement of interested parties.

Reasons:
WRC-03 may adopt a new Resolution that initiates the appropriate studies in ITU-R to enable the following WRC to make the decisions with respect to the grouping concept.
�	A network in this case is understood to be identified by a common “Identity of a satellite network” and “Country and ITU number (Region 1 and 3)” as defined in Section A.1 of Annex 2A to Appendix 4.
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