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DRAFT  RESOLUTION  [EUR-Art 9&11]  (WRC-03)

Rationalization of Articles 9 and 11 of the Radio Regulations

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003),

considering

a)
that the need for comprehensive simplification of the Radio Regulations was recognized formally by the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference held in Nice in 1989, which went on to establish a Voluntary Group of Experts (VGE) with the remit to study the issues involved in improving the allocation and use of the radio-frequency spectrum and the simplification of the Radio Regulations, having particular regard to simplifying the coordination and notification procedures for satellite networks;

b)
that the VGE made proposals to WRC-95 on the simplification of the Radio Regulations that resulted in the present structure of the simplified Radio Regulations in which the general procedures for the coordination and notification of radiocommunication services are contained in the current Articles 9 and 11, respectively;

c)
that WRC-97 and WRC-2000 both continued the lengthy process of refining the provisions of Articles 9 and 11 with a view to eliminating inconsistencies and removing omissions from their procedures;

d)
that following the simplification process and the additions made by subsequent Conferences, the provisions of Articles 9 and 11 have become difficult to read due to extensive cross-referencing, the lack of a logical progress in the sequence of the provisions and the complexity of the resulting text;

e)
that due to the problems identified in considering d) there has been extensive development of Rules of Procedure to facilitate the understanding and interpretation of these Articles with consequential increased time and costs for both administrations and the Bureau,

noting

a)
that the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference held in Minneapolis in 1998 established Resolution 86 which, together with the later revisions made at Marrakesh in 2002, requires each world radiocommunication conference (WRC) to review and update the advance publication, coordination, notification and recording procedures for frequency assignments pertaining to satellite networks, including the associated technical characteristics, and the related appendices of the Radio Regulations;

b)
that the Satellite Backlog Action Group (SATBAG) established by the 2001 session of the Council, in its report to WRC-03, recommends that WRC-03 initiate a study of the relevant regulatory procedures in order to systematically remove unnecessary duplication, inconsistency and complexity;

c)
that an example dealing with the inconsistencies and omissions in the provisions of Articles 9 and 11 has been provided to this Conference,

resolves

1
that the rationalization and clarification of Articles 9 and 11 be considered by WRC-07 under Resolution 86 (Marrakesh, 2002);

2
that WRC-07 should review the results of the studies to be undertaken by the ITU-R and take appropriate action,

requests ITU-R 

to undertake studies leading to the rationalization of the coordination and notification procedures,

invites administrations

to assist in the rationalization and clarification of the procedures for coordination and notification of radiocommunication services by submitting contributions to ITU-R relating to the above-mentioned difficulties.

Sub-Part 30M – Appendix 4
1
Introduction

The structure and contents of Appendix 4 requirements for space services have been examined to remove duplication and inconsistencies particularly in relation to the data presented in Annex 2B to Appendix 4. The proposal is based on individually identifying each data item and Recommendation ITU-R SM.1413. The revised structure of Appendix 4 enables duplicated data elements to be identified and removed e.g. the maximum isotropic gain for a satellite antenna is listed six times in Appendix 4 (items B.3.a.1, B.3.b.1, B.3.b.2, B.3.g.1, B.3.g.5 and B.4.a). Identifying each data element simplifies the validation of data by Member States and the Bureau, it also removes the need for additional footnotes to clarify the data requirements, thus making maintenance easier. In addition, the proposed revision of Appendix 4 combines Annexes 2A and 2B into a single integrated table. Removal of duplication and inconsistencies in this manner would speed up the processing of filings and hence should help to reduce the satellite network filings backlog.

The removal of duplication and inconsistencies in Appendix 4 has been studied by the ITU-R and the attached proposal included in the CPM report (§ 3.4.1, WRC-03 agenda item 1.30). Due to the nature of the Appendix 4 data, individual changes to the data have been identified and the reasons for change separately listed in a series of notes at the end of the table. These notes will be deleted from the final version of Appendix 4. Also to be deleted from Appendix 4 are the existing series of footnotes to Annex 2B, which with the integration of the text from Annex 2A are no longer required.

The proposed corrections of inconsistencies to the data in Appendix 4 are based on:

•
Recommendation ITU-R SM.1413 – provides the separation of the Appendix 4 data into their individual elements and identifies a number of inconsistencies in the presentation of the data;

•
Rules of Procedure on Appendix 4 – identifying inconsistencies in the identification of data elements with respect to various forms of notice and service;

•
Radiocommunication Bureau Circular Letters CR/158 and CR/158c1 – identifying inconsistencies in the identification of data elements relating to the Plan bands.

In the course of studies the following issues have been identified with regard to the data contained in Appendix 4 and while there appear to be no technical limitations in developing a solution there may be other factors:

•
there is some duplication in the data requirements for the orbital parameters of non‑GSO satellite systems affecting satellite networks subject to coordination as well as satellite networks not subject to coordination. In addition, currently the data provided for advance publication of non-geostationary networks inhibits the treatment of heterogeneous orbits;

•
the visibility arc (data item A.4.a.3) is not used by the Bureau and is no longer used by administrations, on that basis it could be deleted as could data item A.4.a.5 (for the reason that the visibility arc is less than the service arc);

•
data item A.17.c currently applies to non-geostationary space networks however, none of the references to the data item (the calculated aggregate power flux-density in the band 1 164-1 215 MHz) limit this data item to non-geostationary space networks.

The Special Committee discussed the last two issues and decided to leave them for administrations to consider. 

2
Proposals

Removal of duplicated data requirements and inconsistencies from Appendix 4

In the following proposals there is a temporary heading row to reduce the size of the tables and a temporary column that contains the references for the original location of relocated data items. Both are intended to be removed in the final version. The figures in square brackets identify the reason for the changes in the table. The symbols given in the 1st column indicate there is a change to the text and have the following meaning:


ADD

=
addition of a new provision


MOD

=
modification of an existing provision


(MOD)

=
editorial modification of an existing provision (i.e. revised item number)


SUP

=
deletion of an existing provision


SUP*

=
provision moved to another place in Appendix 4


ADD*

=
an existing provision moved from another place in Appendix 4 to the place indicated

NOTE – Where text is proposed for suppression, due to the complexity of the original text, it is frequently shown as separated into the component data items as there is frequently a need to treat each sub-component differently. Hence for suppressions both the original Appendix 4 text and the modified version are shown, with the modified version in italics and square brackets.

APPENDIX  4  (WRC-2000)

Consolidated list and tables of characteristics for use in the 
application of the procedures of Chapter III
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