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DRAFT  RESOLUTION  [EUR-COORDINATION ARC]  (WRC-03)

Procedures for improving satellite network 
coordination and notification procedures

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003),

considering

a)
Council Resolution 1182 establishing the Satellite Backlog Action Group;

b)
the continuing backlog of satellite network coordination requests pending with the Radiocommunication Bureau;

c)
that the majority of this backlog consists of coordination requests for geostationary-satellite networks in the fixed-satellite service (FSS) or in the broadcasting-satellite service (BSS);

d)
that the introduction of the coordination arc concept for identifying affected geostationary networks, not subject to a plan, operating in the FSS and BSS bands above 3.4 GHz has enabled administrations to self-identify the networks with which they have to coordinate without infringing the rights of the operators of other networks;

e)
that the use of the coordination arc considerably reduces the volume of data that needs to be supplied to the Radiocommunication Bureau under Section D of Annex 2 to Appendix 4;

f)
that there are benefits for administrations in using a recognized method of identification of affected networks that allows them to start coordination at the earliest opportunity;

g)
that in frequency bands below 3.4 GHz mobile-satellite service satellite networks normally have to coordinate with other networks with overlapping service areas operating anywhere in the visible arc;

h)
that the coordination arc concept may not lend itself equally well to all bands and all services;

i)
that the coordination arc method has the potential to impose an increased workload on administrations and the Bureau in applying self-identification provisions (No. 9.41) if the coordination arc is set small,

recognizing

a)
that, in view of the processing delays, an administration may have to wait approximately three years for the Bureau to publish a coordination request and, because of the five-year limit for bringing a network into use, can thus be faced with a short time-window in which to effect coordination;

b)
that extraordinary measures are needed to enable the Bureau to absorb the backlog in processing satellite network coordination requests;

c)
that the current backlog in the ITU’s satellite coordination process seriously undermines the ability of such networks to provide services, and compromises the role of ITU in this process;

d)
that this Conference needs to take extraordinary measures to ensure the continued viability and credibility of the ITU satellite coordination process,

resolves to invite ITU-R

1
to conduct urgent studies into the applicability of the coordination arc concept, and to recommend the orbital separation required for triggering inter-service and intra-service coordination by the satellite services in frequency bands above 3.4 GHz for geostationary-satellite networks not subject to a plan and not already covered by the coordination arc concept specified in No. 9.7 (GSO/GSO) of Table 5‑1 (Appendix 5) under items 1), 2) and 3) of the frequency band column and subject to Section II of Article 9;

2
to inform the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau of the results of the studies,

instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

to report results of the studies to the Board as they become available and to the next competent conference,

instructs the Board

1
to suppress the Rules of Procedure adopted at its 25th meeting relating to the application of the coordination arc;

2
to consider the results of the studies completed by ITU-R and, as appropriate, develop Rules of Procedure, provisional until a decision by the next competent conference, to apply the value(s) of coordination arc to those services and frequency bands identified in resolves to invite ITU-R 1.

Sub-Part 30L – Rationalization of Articles 9 and 11

Introduction

The Radio Regulations are complex and contain inconsistencies. Such complexity and inconsistency increase the workload and costs for administrations and operators in the submission of notices, as well as for the Bureau in their treatment of satellite filings. Finding the information required for the submission of a satellite filing and following the relevant procedures, can be both time consuming and difficult. For example, it may be difficult to determine which procedures are applicable and for cases where multiple procedures apply to the same satellite network, there can be inconsistencies between the procedures as well as duplication of work in applying them.

In addition, administrations and operators face increased costs during the coordination process due to the effort required for resolving misunderstandings in the application of the regulatory provisions. The increased cost and the time required for correcting errors or resolving queries leads to delays in completion of the regulatory filing process and in the introduction of new satellite systems, which may have an impact on national telecommunication infrastructures. 

Articles 9 and 11 are two procedures whose complexity is frequently referenced in ITU-R meetings. Article 9 contains the provisions for effecting coordination with or obtaining agreement of other administrations. It contains four separate coordination processes that have been brought together in a single procedure following the simplification of the Radio Regulations. The result of this merger is a procedure where none of the individual processes is sequential and individual processes may loop back through certain provisions. Article 11 contains the provisions for notification and recording of assignments in the Master Register.

Proposal

Document9
00.00.00
02.05.02
Document9

1/2

