ADD
EUR/13A14/5
DRAFT  RESOLUTION  [EUR/13A14-12/16 MHz]  (WRC-03)

Use of the distress and safety communications frequencies 
12 290 kHz and 16 420 kHz

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003),

considering

a)
that the frequencies 12 290 kHz and 16 420 kHz are allocated to distress and safety communications by radiotelephony;

b)
that these frequencies have also been used for calling by radiotelephony from ship stations to coast stations;

c)
that use of these frequencies for calling has caused interference to distress and safety communications;

d)
that WRC-97 therefore adopted Resolution 346 (WRC-97) urging administrations to move, where appropriate, their coast station calling frequencies from the channels 1221 and 1621 to any other suitable HF channel,

recognizing

a)
that it is of vital importance for the safety of life at sea that distress and safety communications can be carried out without being hampered by harmful interference;

b)
that WRC-2000 therefore decided that calling on 12 290 kHz and 16 420 kHz shall cease as soon as possible and no later than 31 December 2003 and allocated the alternative frequencies 12 359 kHz and 16 537 kHz for calling between ships and coast stations on a simplex basis,

noting

a)
that WRC-2000 also adopted Resolution 350 (WRC-2000) inviting ITU-R and administrations to study the interference to the frequencies 12 290 kHz and 16 420 kHz caused by routine calling and placed Resolution 350 (WRC-2000) on the agenda for this Conference;

b)
that some administrations have moved their coast station calling frequencies from these two frequencies to either the alternative frequencies 12 359 kHz and 16 537 kHz or other suitable HF frequencies;

c)
that some maritime rescue coordination centres are required to offer limited safety related communications, such as medical advice and ships position reporting; 

d)
the existing provisions on precautions to be taken by stations before calling on these two frequencies, i.e:

–
before transmitting on the frequencies 12 290 kHz and 16 420 kHz a station shall listen on the frequency for a reasonable period to make sure that no distress traffic is being sent (see No. 52.224);

–
that the frequencies 12 290 kHz and 16 420 kHz may also be used by coast and ship stations for single-sideband radiotelephony on a simplex basis for call and reply purposes. The use of these frequencies for working purposes is not permitted,

resolves

1
that maritime rescue coordination centres required to offer limited safety-related communications to the maritime international shipping, such as medical advice and ships position reporting may, subject to the precautions specified in noting d) above, use the frequencies 12 290 kHz and 16 420 kHz for calling for safety-related communications;

2
that these Maritime Rescue Coordination Centres shall limit their use of 12 290 kHz and 16 420 kHz for calling for safety-related communications between ships and the Rescue Coordination Centre to the minimum absolutely necessary in order to protect distress and safety communications on these frequencies against harmful interference,
urges administrations

1
to encourage the coast and ship stations under their jurisdiction to use digital selective calling techniques for call and reply;

2
to cease the use of the frequencies 12 290 kHz and 16 420 kHz for calling which is not safety related as soon as possible and no later than 31 December 2003;

3
to limit the use of the frequencies 12 290 kHz and 16 420 kHz to calling for safety-related communications between ships and maritime rescue coordination centres required to offer limited safety-related communications,

instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

in consultation with administrations, to organize monitoring programmes for continuation of the studies on transmissions on the frequencies 12 290 kHz and 16 420 kHz,

instructs the Secretary-General

to bring this Resolution to the attention of the International Maritime Organization.

Reasons:
Some maritime rescue coordination centres are required to offer limited safety-related communications, for example for medical advice and ships position reporting. The proposed new resolution allows such rescue coordination centres to use the distress and safety traffic frequencies 12 290 kHz and 16 420 kHz also for limited calling for safety-related communications, subject to specific safeguards.

***

SECTION C

Review of the frequency and channel arrangements in the maritime MF 
and HF bands and use of new digital technology

Introduction

There is an urgent need to make provision for the use of digital technology within the existing maritime MF and HF planned bands. This would enable existing and future commercial operators to make more economical use of the available spectrum and would facilitate the use of new technologies and equipment being introduced into the maritime environment. 

It is probable that some of the existing MF and HF sub-bands, previously heavily used, are not in use any more or used insignificantly. As an example, bands designated for Morse telegraphy, could be made available for other maritime purposes. Narrow-band direct printing telegraphy may be another declining type of frequency usage although it will still be needed as part of the GMDSS.

In light of the under-utilization of parts of the existing MF and HF bands, they may be more effectively used for the new emerging digital technologies in the maritime mobile market, and their use should be considered for the benefit of these new services.  

Proposals

APPENDIX  17  (WRC-2000)

Frequencies and channelling arrangements in the
high‑frequency bands for the maritime mobile service

(See Article 52)

PART  A  –  Table of subdivided bands
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